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Introduction

On this paper candidates are assessed on their ability to communicate effectively through
writing in French. They are expected to write effectively for a variety of purposes across a
range of specified contexts and to show competency in several areas:

to describe and narrate in short and more extended texts in a clear and coherent way to
convey meaning, give information, present facts, key points, express and justify ideas and
opinions
translate short sentences
write simple sentences in familiar language and use a variety of vocabulary and
grammatical structures with some complexity accurately and fluently
use present, past and future tenses
use appropriate style and register.

The Paper

one hour and ten minutes
60 marks available
dictionaries are not permitted
instructions to candidates are all in French.

The Questions

three open questions and five translation sentences
candidates answer all questions with two questions presenting two options.
recommended word counts are specified for each open question
each question is set in a context drawn from the themes and topics
tasks feature general content that are familiar and accessible to all candidates
the length required for each response and the complexity of language increases across the
paper.

Assessment

Candidates’ ability is assessed accordingly:

question 1: describe and give an opinion
question 2: note down key points and convey information. Candidates have to use the
formal register
question 3: convey information, narrate, express opinions, interest and convince.
Candidates have to use the informal register. This question is common to the Higher Tier
question 4: translate five sentences from English to French. The sentences are ordered in
increasing level of difficulty.
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Candidates are not penalised for exceeding or falling short of the word limit or for going
beyond the mandatory bullet points. Candidates seemed to be very well prepared this year
with fewer blank scripts. Generally, questions were well understood.
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Question 1

This question addresses the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of shopping.
Candidates have to write 20 – 30 words describing a photo and giving an opinion on
shopping.

Candidates were very well prepared for this question. There were some very good responses,
where candidates fulfilled the task successfully, describing the photo and giving an opinion
about shopping. Quite a few conveyed the fact that they liked going shopping with friends
but not parents! The correct use of the present tense was evident and there was some good
vocabulary as well as adjectives. Some candidates used such constructions as ‘être en train
de’ and ‘avoir l’air de’ and the verb ‘sembler’, which were very impressive. Quite a few
candidates scored in the top boxes of both parts of the mark scheme.

Very few exceeded the word count nor fulfilled only one part of the question, which showed
good preparation.

Unknown vocabulary included such words as market, jacket, vegetablet and basket and
grammar errors were made in present tense verbs and transferring English Continuous
Present into French to produce ‘elles sont acheter’.
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This is a very good attempt and achieved just about within the word
count. Both a description and opinion are given and there is
development. Some English interference with ‘shop’ and misspelling of
‘droite’ makes one hesitate, but the language used is mostly successful.
Verbs are secure and there is linking with ‘qui, parce que’.

Candidates should make sure they know the basic vocabulary for
topics such as 'to shop' and standard expressions to describe a photo
such as 'on the right' etc.
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There is variable success with language to communicate a description
of the photo and an opinion. The switch from ‘femme’ to the first
person is confusing. Apart from ‘il y a’, either a verb is missing as in the
last sentence or an infinitive is used, but use of ‘à mon avis’ is
impressive.

It is acceptable for candidates to imagine themselves being in the
photo, but it's important to adhere to the same subject throughout to
avoid confusion. Verb forms of simple verbs such as 'porter' and 'être'
are crucial in order to gain a higher mark on the Linguistic Knowledge
and Accuracy mark grid.
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This answer is very difficult to follow and there is no opinion. It jumps
from the description of a woman to the first person. There is however
some development, but at the expense of providing an opinion.

Candidates would be well advised to have a method of reminding
themselves to fulfil both parts of the task, which may be something as
simple as writing at the top of the page straight away 'description and
opinion.' Candidates must also make sure they adhere to the same
subject throughout, though the candidates imagining themselves in
the photo is fine.
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Question 2 (a)

This question addresses the theme of Future Aspirations, Study and Work and the topic of
volunteering.

There were some full and successful answers, where all points were addressed. The more
successful answers adhered to the word limit. There were some good answers to the first
and last bullet points with the immediate future being well conjugated for the latter, which,
on the whole, most candidates answered very well. Overall, there were some good linking
phrases with some candidates using correct tenses.

Many candidates answered this question without referring to volunteering for an
organisation, but rather helping a member of the family, which was acceptable. However,
question words 'qui' and 'quels' posed a problem with many candidates answering bullet
point two by writing about what area they were going to help, mostly the environment, but
not having the appropriate language skills and vocabulary to express it. 'Libre' was
interpreted as 'lire', so many answers gave the sort of material read.
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This is a tricky one to mark. The candidate has answered the first bullet
point, but misinterpreted 'libre' in the third one. It’s clear that bullet
point two has been misunderstood and interpreted as what the
candidate is going to help – the planet – rather than whom. Whilst the
fourth bullet point mentions people, and sometimes one could give
the benefit of the doubt and count that as bullet point two, it's clear
that no type of person is mentioned for bullet point two and that it’s
only in connection with what the candidate will do in the future that
people are mentioned. What is produced has development and most
of it is clear despite the English interference. There are some correct
verbs and there is linking.

Candidates would be well advised to make sure they know the word
'libre', as it is used often either on its own or in 'temps libre' in writing
papers. Rather than use English words, candidates should try to think
of some other word they know in French or give a different answer if
possible though it is acknowledged that this may be difficult. The topic
of the environment is one which is challenging, so candidates should
avoid mentioning it in questions at this level, as often the language
skills and vocabulary are not well known.
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In this answer all bullet points are addressed albeit not overly clearly
and there is development. There are some correct verbs, but equally a
few incorrect ones. The syntax is confusing at times, but there is
linking.

This candidate has tried to include different sentence structures, but
this has caused confusion. For a question at this level, it is advisable to
express ideas in simple sentences, which, if mostly correct would score
marks in the top bracket of the Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy part
of the mark scheme: 'uses straightforward grammatical
structures...produces predominantly simple sentences occasionally
linked together'.
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Question 2 (b)

This question addresses the theme of Identity and Culture and the topic of staying with a
French family.

There were some full answers addressing all the bullet points. The most successful adhered
to the word limit. Bullet point one was done well on the whole, but many used 'je suis' and
numbers such as 'dix-six' appeared frequently. The future tense for bullet point four was
successful quite often, but candidates misinterpreted the question word 'quand' and wrote
about where or why they were going to go to France and quite a few used the past tense to
describe a former trip. For bullet point two some candidates seemed to really enjoy
describing themselves with some lovely and familiar adjectives and development, sometimes
including about what their sibling thought of them. Difficulties were encountered with 'toi-
même' with candidates repeating this word indiscriminatley in their answer and 'passe-
temps' was interpreted as weather.
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A very competent answer. All bullet points are answered with
development albeit much in the past tense. Though there is no specific
time mentioned for bullet point four, apart from 'dans le futur', it has
been addressed. It is very clear with no ambiguity. Most verbs are
secure with one or two incorrect ones. There is linking and some nice
adjectives.

It is advisable to remind candidates that for both this and Q02(a), they
are not required to answer in the past tense, but only the present and
future. This candidate has fulfilled all bullet points successfully and in
the right tense and it is only the development which is in the past, but
it would be a shame if the candidate had slipped up and answered the
bullet points in the past.
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The candidate addresses bullet point one, albeit with an age which is
unlikely to be correct! For the answer given to the third bullet point –
we have to accept that going to Spain is a hobby for this candidate,
thereby giving the benefit of the doubt. Bullet point four though is not
understood, as the candidate lifts ‘tu vas aller’ from the stimulus. What
follows is development in the first person and in the past tense. Due to
the missed bullet point, this answer cannot be placed in the top box
for Communication and Content. Some verbs are secure, but there is
overuse of the verb ‘être’ in the first person. There is one linking
phrase: ‘parce que’.

Candidates do need to know significant numbers such as those of their
age, birthday etc. This candidate of course responds to bullet point
one, so we can credit him/her for that, but it is clear that the number is
incorrect. Candidates at this level should also have a grasp of basic
verbs.
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Bullet point one is fulfilled, but the others are misunderstood, as for
bullet point two, the candidate seems to be describing a house. 'Passe-
temps' for bullet points three is interpreted as the weather and for
bullet point four the length of time the candidate intends staying in
France is given. There is however some development for the last bullet
point. Verbs are not very secure and the syntax is confusing
unfortunately.
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Candidates need to familiarise themselves with question words,
frequently recurring vocabulary such as 'passe-temps' in order to be
able to understand and therefore address the bullet points
successfully. That alongside being mindful of the fact that each
sentence has a subject, verb etc will produce a more coherent piece.
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Question 3 (a)

This question addresses the theme of School and the topic of school activities.

Many candidates answered this well and seemed to enjoy describing the clubs giving
numerous opinions as to why from being with friends to the teachers being fun. Some
combined the first two bullet points into one section, making it difficult to unravel the
different parts when marking, for example by writing about a club, giving an opinion about it
and then repeating the process. Most candidates seem to understand what bullet point three
was asking for and answered successfully in the past tense though often the auxiliary was
missing. There were also a few candidates who misinterpreted 'l' année prochaine' in the
fourth bullet point as 'l'année dernière' thereby writing in the past tense again. Those who
did interpret the last bullet point correctly managed to imply the future either by using 'je
vais' or 'je voudrais'. There was good linking at this level and opinions given for bullet points
one and three as well as the mandatory one for bullet point two.
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Question 3 (b)

This question addresses the theme of International and Global Dimension and the topic of
the environment.

Clearly a topic candidates enjoy writing about. Most were able to write about how they help
the environment for bullet point one though quite a few wrote about the main issues there
are with the environment more generally, which showed a lack of close reading of the bullet
point and more a presentation of pre-learnt material. Many gave different ideas of how they
have helped the environment recently for the third bullet point. Expressing an opinion on the
state of their town was done quite well. However, quite a few candidates misinterpreted
'comment' in the last bullet point and instead of writing about how they would travel in the
future mentioned where they would go.

There was good use of topic-specific vocabulary on the whole with some complex language
including linking phrases and subordinate clauses, but equally many candidates' command
of tenses was insecure.
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Question 4

This question addresses the theme of Local Area, Holiday and Travel and the topic of eating
out.

On the whole, this question was done very successfully by many candidates with far fewer
blank answers than in previous years and many managed to score a mark or two on each
question, which is pleasing to see. Standard phrases such as 'parce que c'est (très) facile', 'je
suis allé' and 'pour mon anniversaire' were well known whilst items of vocabulary such as
fromage, souvent, chaud, faire, pâtes, la semaine less so. Many candidates gave the English
for cognates such as déteste and chocolat and the first person present tense of boire was
rarely correctly spelt.
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(a) ' De teste', whilst missing the accents has an ‘e’ on the end, so can
be considered to have been an attempt at a French spelling, so it is
credited, but cheese is not known.

(b) It is difficult to decipher whether the candidate has spelt café with
an ‘f’ or ‘k’, but looking at the second word in (c), which looks like the
candidate's word for ‘often’, the ‘f’ looks the same as the one in café, it
is accepted.

(c) Although the verb is spelt incorrectly, we credit it as communication
is clear. However 'chocolat' is spelt the English way, so can't be
credited.

(d) There is communication of some elements, which warrants a mark.

(e) There is only one element missing, which is the time phrase, so this
scores 2 and is a very good attempt.

For this question, whilst the mark scheme focusses on communication,
candidates do need to make sure they spell cognates the French rather
than English way. It is also important that candidates know frequently
recurring vocabulary such as fromage, souvent, facile and dernier.
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(a) This sentence is only partly communicated, as the candidate doesn't
know the word for cheese.

(b) The lack of preposition and insertion of ‘un’ are ignored as the
candidate has communicated the three key elements needed for this
question.

(c) Although the spelling of the verb 'boire' is not correct, the candidate
does convey the message.

(d) Only 'j'aime' and ‘parce que’ are correct here, so the candidate can
be credited one mark for this question.

(e) whilst the last two elements are correct, the time phrase and the
tense are not, so the candidate is awarded 1 mark.

Candidates should aim to know their verbs, nouns and time phrases
well in order to be successful in this question. This candidate, for
example, was able to score full marks for (c) due to the key elements
being communicated through a correct verb and two nouns, whereas
for (e) the incorrect time phrase and tense hindered communication.
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(a) In this answer the verb is communicated albeit without an accent,
but not spelt the English way, so can be credited. However the word for
cheese is not known.

(b) The lack of preposition and insertion of ‘un’ are ignored as the
candidate has communicated the three key elements needed for this
question.

(c) The word for often is missing, but there are two correct elements,
so this answer scores 1 mark.

(d) There are only two correct elements, 'j'aime faire' and ‘parce que’.

(e) There is an incorrect time phrase and inclusion of ‘fête’ with no
‘pour’, but the middle part can be credited.

Candidates need to know basic nouns such as cheese, pasta, easy and
week in order to be able to communicate the meaning of the
sentences in this question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

For Q01 make sure:

both the photo is described and an opinion is given by making a note at the top of the
page before starting the task
you know how to say such phrases as 'on the right/left' and 'in the middle' etc
you adhere to the same subject pronoun throughout eg she or I.

For questions Q02(a) and (b) and Q03(a) and (b) make sure:

you practise phrases which can be adapted to all topics in the run-up to the exam so that
they are tried and tested and therefore you are confident to use them
try to adhere to the word count, so as not to make too many unnecessary errors
break down the bullet points into the question word, tense verb it is in and then the detail
of what is being asked.
try to have ‘parce que’ or ‘car’ in mind to prompt you to develop answers
try to separate your answer into a paragraphs per bullet point with a line in between, and
answer them in order. When you’ve done each one, put a tick next to the bullet point. This
helps you keep track and gives you a sense of achievement!

For Q04 make sure:

before you start trying to translate, you break the sentences down into small chunks
taking account of all small words such as ‘very, but’.

For all questions make sure:

your tenses are solid and that you know basic vocabulary, question words and time
phrases
you know ahead of starting the paper what to expect in terms of tenses: Q01: present
tense, Q02: present and future (last bullet point), Q03: present, past and future, Q04:
present tense apart from (e).
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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