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Introduction

The Summer 2024 series was very successful. The paper performed well and was very similar
in performance to previous series. Centres are once again congratulated on preparing their
candidates so well. As always, the responses are a pleasure to mark and enjoyable to read.

This examination consists of two sections (Modern Drama and Literary Heritage) and lasts for
1 hour and 30 minutes. This is an open book examination. The questions on this paper have
been designed to enable candidates to show what they can achieve in relation to the detailed
study of texts. Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on each section. The total
number of marks available for this paper is 60. Both sections carry 30 marks per question.

As has been the case in previous series, AO1 was a strong feature of both Sections A and B,
with most responses demonstrating at least sound knowledge and understanding of the
texts studied. AO2 discussion was varied across responses with some candidates exploring
language, form and structure in a comprehensive manner while others might just have
commented on the effects of particular words or phrases from the texts. A number of level 4
responses were seen with thorough application of analytical detail and a convincing critical
style. At level 5, some very impressive responses were seen that used deep understanding of
analytical approaches to perceptively respond to the question.

In terms of AO4 in Section B, the Literary Heritage section of the paper, some candidates
performed very well, integrating relevant and purposeful detail about the influence of
context into their answers to fully support the points made. Others frontloaded context with
a paragraph at the start or perhaps as an 'add on' or afterthought to their essay, which was a
much less successful approach. Some candidates did not include any reference to aspects of
context at all. It is worth noting that literary context is valid as an approach, eg with reference
to tragedy, genre and literary motifs alongside social, cultural and historical context.

The comments above mirror those made in previous reports, which suggests that the paper
performed in a very similar way to previous series.
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Question 1

‘There are many ways in which people are expected to behave, in the community and in the
home.’

Explore the significance of expected behaviour in A View from the Bridge.

This was a successful question, with many responses achieving marks in the top levels. The
more successful responses had an equal balance in focus of AO1 and AO2. However, as seen
in previous series, in some of the responses there was more evidence of understanding for
AO1.

Responses tended to focus on how men were expected to provide for their families at the
time the play is set, how men were expected to behave in a masculine manner and how
women were expected to fulfil the role of the traditional housewife. The more successful
responses considered the results of these roles being challenged in the play, such as when
Catherine wants to take a job as a stenographer and must seek Eddie’s approval. Many
successful responses contrasted the behaviour of characters such as Eddie and Marco with
the less stereotypical behaviour of Rodolpho.

There was also some thoughtful discussion of the code of honour, and the expectation that
this should be followed by the community. Some candidates considered how Eddie initially
adheres to this, but later, his breaking of the code of honour when he reports Marco and
Rodolpho to the Immigration Bureau, leads to his downfall. As part of the discussion, some
candidates also discussed the significance of the tale of Vinny Bolzano.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Several sound points are made in this response, including how Eddie
thinks both Marco and Rodolpho should behave, and how Beatrice
wants her husband to behave. Relevant examples have been selected
from the text. A mark in the middle of Level 3 is appropriate.

The lack of evidence for AO2 prevents the response from achieving a
mark at the very top of Level 3.

16 marks, Level 3

=
)
=y

T\ ResultsPlus
\_; Examiner Tip
Remember that in Section A, both AO1 and AO2 are assessed.
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Question 2

How is Marco’s relationship with his family presented in the play?
This question appears to have performed in a comparable way to question 1.

Responses tended to consider Marco's motivation for travelling to America in the first place
to be able to provide for his family back in Italy. Many responses focused on how Marco
protects his brother, particularly in the boxing scene with Eddie, and his reaction to the news
that Eddie has reported him and his brother to the Immigration Bureau, particularly the
impact it will have on his family. There were also some thoughtful responses that explored
how Marco trusts his wife completely, even when Eddie tries to doubt her trustworthiness.

From the responses seen, it was evident that there were lots of opportunities for candidates
to show their understanding for AO1 as well as much for candidates to consider in relation to
language, form and structure for AO2. In particular, there was consideration of the stage
directions, how Marco subtly protects his brother in the boxing scene, for example, as well as
the language Marco uses, such as when he first arrives at Eddie’s and Beatrice's apartment
and the respect he shows them. There was also focus on the metaphorical language Marco
uses to describe the impact Eddie’s decision to report him to the Immigration Bureau will
have on his family.
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" / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-.". Examiner Comments

A range of points have been made in this response, demonstrating
thorough knowledge and understanding of Marco's relationship with
his family in the play. The relationship between Marco and Rodolpho is
considered, as well as Marco’s relationship with his wife and children.
Fully relevant examples support the points made.

AO2 is rather implicit in this response through the interpretation of the
quotations selected from the text. Closer analysis of language, form
and structure would be required for a mark at the top of Level 4.

22 marks, Level 4

- r
- r.

ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
A brief plan at the start can help candidates to think of the range of
points they would like to include in their essay.
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Question 3

What kind of mother is Mrs Sybil Birling shown to be in An Inspector Calls?

There were some particularly successful responses to this question, which tended to explore
how Mrs Birling continues to treat her son and daughter as children, even though they are
adults. Her controlling nature was explored, as well as her refusal to accept responsibility for
her actions in direct contrast to how both Sheila and Eric do accept responsibility by the end
of the play.

There were also some particularly mature responses that considered how Mrs Birling tries to
mould Sheila into following her example and accepting ‘her place’ in society, such as how Mrs
Birling attempts to encourage her own daughter to turn a blind eye to Gerald's infidelity.

The less successful responses tended to provide a plot summary, relating to Mrs Birling,
instead of drawing out appropriate points linked to the focus of the question.

As seen in previous series, and in responses to other questions on this paper, AO1 tended to
be stronger, with many of the responses needing more focus on AO2 to achieve a higher
mark. Nevertheless, there were some interesting points made in relation to AO2, including
how Mrs Birling remains a static character throughout the play, seemingly failing to learn
anything from the Inspector’s visit, and, therefore, appearing to be a poor role model for her
children.
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
AO1 is sound in this response, with relevant points about Mrs Birling as
a mother including how she is shown to be ‘quite a controlling mother’,
how she is ‘distant’ and how she becomes protective of Eric as the play
progresses.

There is sound understanding for AO2, which is generally used to
support the points made in relation to AO1. Points include Mrs Birling's
commanding tone and the contrast between Mrs Birling's attitude with
that of Sheila and Eric, her children.

Further coverage of the play would be necessary for a higher mark.

16 marks, Level 3

A\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on Section A.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

This candidate makes a masterful and assured job of exploring Mrs
Birling as a mother in the play. There is consideration of how Mrs
Birling conforms with the ‘gender roles of women in the society’, how
she is a ‘bossy’ mother and how she is shown to be a hypocrite.

The response is well-developed, and quotations are embedded
throughout. Critical style is assured and there is cohesive evaluation of
the use of form, structure and language. This is a well-crafted and
confident answer that fulfils level 5 completely.

30 marks, Level 5

-
.

&\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The indicative content in the mark scheme shows possible points
candidates might make in their answer. However, these are just

suggested points; any relevant ideas are rewarded.
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Question 4

Mr Birling: ... I'm talking as a hard-headed, practical man of business.’
Explore the importance of business and making money in the play.
From the responses seen, candidates engaged well with this question.

Many candidates considered the obvious desire of the Birlings to make money, evident in the
description of the Birlings’ large house, their luxurious furniture and the opinions of the
Birlings and Gerald Croft of people who do not share their level of wealth. Other points
included Mrs Birling refusing to give money to Eva/Daisy as part of her work for Brumley
Women'’s Charity Organisation, and the irony of this in relation to Eva/Daisy needing money
for her and her unborn child (Mrs Birling's grandchild), how Mr Birling is angry with Eric for
stealing money from him, and how Eva/Daisy refused to take money from Eric.

For AO2, many candidates considered the influence of a character’s desire to make money on
how they are presented in the play, such as the ‘hard-headed businessman’ Mr Birling. A
number of candidates also considered the capitalist views of the Birlings and Gerald and
contrasted these with Priestley’s socialist views, as voiced by the Inspector. Many candidates
provided analysis of the Inspector’s speech, warning of the need to provide for everyone in
society, contrasting this with Mr Birling's view that ‘If you don't come down sharply on some
of these people, they'd soon be asking for the earth’.

For some candidates, the comments on language could have been more developed and used
more securely to enhance the argument being presented. In order to achieve a mark in the
higher levels, candidates should be reminded of the need to select appropriate references
from the text and provide a close analysis of the language used.

Similar to responses to other questions in Section A, there was some imbalance in
addressing the two assessment objectives and there were some Level 2 responses which
provided narrative detail without comment on language, form or structure for AO2.

A few candidates unnecessarily explored context. Whilst some candidates used points on
context to build arguments relating to the question for AO1 and AO2, candidates should be
reminded that AO4 is not assessed in this section of the paper.
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" / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-.". Examiner Comments

This is a fairly brief response, with the focus on AO1. The candidate
uses the quotation from the question as a step into the answer, which
is an acceptable approach.

There is 'some’ knowledge and understanding of the play, which is the
key descriptor for Level 2. The answer does drift into providing
contextual detail, which is not assessed in this section of the paper.

On balance, there is enough evidence of knowledge and
understanding for a mark in the middle of level 2. Further evidence of
understanding in relation to AO2 could have benefited the response.

10 marks, Level 2

ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
If there is a quotation in the questions, candidates can use this as a
step in.
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\( &{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

This is a detailed response that focuses on the question. A range of
points are made in the response, which focuses on the importance of
business and making money in the play. Examples from the text are
selected to support the points that have been made and a good deal of
ground is covered in the answer.

The answer is assured in its arguments and just reaches the bottom on
level 5. AO1 is particularly secure in this response. Further evidence of
understanding, in relation to AO2, could have helped the response to
achieve a mark more securely within the top level.

25 marks, Level 5

(T ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

There is a choice of two questions for each text. Candidates are able to
play to their strengths by selecting the question they feel most

confident with.
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Question 5

How does Christopher change in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time?

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the two assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.
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Question 6

‘Many of the events in the play take place as a result of the separation of Mr and Mrs Shears.’
Explore the significance of broken romantic relationships in the play.

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the two assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.
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Question 7

Discuss the significance of the attic in Kindertransport.

There were just a few responses for this question. Nevertheless, from the responses seen, it
was clear candidates engaged well with this question, and it proved comparable to question
8.

As all of the action on stage takes place in the attic, there are examples throughout the text
that candidates could consider for both AO1 and AO2. The responses tended to consider
how the attic is a place representative of the past in the play, with Eva/Evelyn storing her
belongings from her childhood there. There was also discussion of how, as a result of Faith’s
finding out about her mother’s past in the attic, it is central to the unfolding drama. AO2 was
a particular strength in the responses, as is evident from the example below.
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N / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-.". Examiner Comments

There is an air of confidence in this response, which begins to show
thorough knowledge and understanding of the play. Points for AO2
include the use of motifs, the non-linear structure of the play and
consideration of the stage directions. The points are not explored in
much depth, which prevents the response from being awarded a mark
more securely in Level 4. However, there is evidence of thoughtful
engagement, such as how ‘Evelyn uses the attic to lock up her past'.
There is sufficient evidence for a mark of 20, towards the bottom of
Level 4.

20 marks, Level 4

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

For AO1, candidates should show their knowledge and understanding
of the text through the scope and depth of examples selected from
across the text.
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Question 8

How is the adult Evelyn presented in the play?
This was another successful question, although there were only a few responses.

Responses tended to consider how Eva's/Evelyn’s separation from her parents and past life
has a lasting effect on her as an adult, impacting on her relationships with others, particularly
the relationship she has with her daughter, Faith. There was also discussion of how, as an
adult, Eva/Evelyn rejects her birth mother, Helga, when she asks her to go with her for a new
life in New York.

The responses were generally successful in their coverage of both AO1 and AO2, and
candidates should be congratulated for carefully considering the staging of the play when
considering Evelyn’s character as an adult, such as how she is shown to be obsessively
cleaning (with some candidates suggesting this is Evelyn’s way of cleansing her past).
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/--.. Examiner Comments

This fairly brief response has been rewarded for the points made in
relation to AO1. Rather general points have been made, such as how

Evelyn's ‘whole personality has changed’ since she was a child, and the
response would have benefitted from specific examples from the text.

A mark in the middle of Level 2 appropriately rewards the response for
the coverage of AO1, whilst recognising the gaps in relation to AO2.

9 marks, Level 2

"’ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Remember, AO1 and AO2 are of equal value in Section A.
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Question 9

Explore the theme of bravery in the play.

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the two assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.
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Question 10

Discuss the significance of Simon and Jane Pilkings in Death and the King’s Horseman.

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the two assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.

41 Int GCSE English Literature 4ET1 02R



Question 11

'How does Shakespeare present Friar Lawrence in Romeo and Juliet?'

In answers to Question 11, candidates were clearly familiar with the character of Friar
Lawrence.

Many candidates considered how Friar Lawrence gives Romeo advice, how Romeo confides
in Friar Lawrence and seeks his counsel when he is in need, and how the Friar attempts to
help both Romeo and Juliet throughout the play. There was also some thoughtful
consideration of how the Friar ultimately feels responsible at the end of the play for the
deaths of Romeo and Juliet.

There was also some thoughtful analysis of how the Friar has good intentions when he
agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet and how he warns ‘These violent delights have violent
ends’. Some candidates even explored how, prior to the Friar’s revealing of the truth of what
happened to Romeo and Juliet at the end of the play, he tries to flee, indicative of his lack of
courage.

The less successful responses to this question provided a summary of the plot picking out
parts relevant to the Friar, with limited evidence of AO2 and AO4. The more successful
responses wrote effectively and with an analytical view - the best of these considering the
friar's dramatic significance to the unfolding tragedy.

A difficulty here, as in other questions on this section, relates to the variable use of AO4
context points by candidates. The best answers referred to the environment of the time
Shakespeare wrote the play, particularly the atmosphere of deep suspicion felt towards
Catholic priests. Candidates used this idea to comment on how the Friar may have been seen
as an unreliable confidant and even a reckless influence on Romeo and Juliet.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There are a few sound points made in this response about Friar
Lawrence for AO1. Points include how the Friar is presented as a father
figure to Romeo and how the Friar helps Juliet later in the play. Some
relevant quotations have been selected from the text.

Further evidence of understanding in relation to AO2 and AO4 would
be required for a mark more securely in level 3.

14 marks, Level 3

f‘\,
/z '\

14\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip
Candidates are advised to spend 45 minutes on this section of the

paper.
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Question 12

'Discuss the significance of the different deaths in the play.'
It was clear from the responses seen that candidates really engaged well with this question.

Across the board, candidates were able to discuss different deaths in the play, particularly
those of Mercutio, Romeo and Juliet. The more successful responses were able to consider
the significance of these deaths, clearly addressing the question.

There was much detailed discussion of the significance of Mercutio’s death as a result of
Romeo’s refusal to fight Tybalt. Many candidates explored the result of this death on the
play’s unfolding action, creating a much more serious tone.

Other points made by candidates included the significance of Friar Lawrence’s plan and how
this ultimately results in the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, despite his best intentions. There
was also consideration of how the deaths of Romeo and Juliet are significant in the play
because it is only as a result of their deaths that the Capulets and the Montagues agree to
bring an end to their ‘ancient grudge'.

The more successful responses did tend to consider, at least briefly, other deaths in the play,
such as the death of Lady Montague as a result of having heard of Romeo’s exile. Some
candidates even considered how, following the death of Tybalt, Juliet's marriage to Paris is
brought forward and, when Juliet refuses to go through with the marriage, her father
threatens her with death.

A range of points for AO4 were seen, including infant mortality rates of the time and the fact
that duelling, often resulting in death, was commonly seen as a way of resolving disputes.
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N i{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

There are signs of sound understanding in this response for a mark at
the very bottom of Level 3. There is some narrative detail but several
relevant points have been made, particularly in relation to the deaths
of Romeo and Juliet.

Further relevant quotations from the text could have facilitated
coverage of AO2. The response could also have benefited from
providing further evidence of understanding in relation to AO4.

13 marks, Level 3

CT\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Form, for AO2, could include:

- the type of text

- the physical organisation of the text, including stage directions

- the genre

* prose / verse.
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Question 13

‘The play is about contrasts of good and evil and light and dark. In what ways are contrasts
used in Macbeth?'

Macbeth was the most popular text in this section of the paper. This appears to have been an
accessible question in line with previous series.

Candidates adopted a variety of approaches when responding to this question. Some
candidates considered how particular characters, such as Macbeth, are shown to be good at
the start of the play and then become evil, whilst other candidates contrasted evil characters
with good characters. There was generally little discussion of the contrast of light and dark,
although some candidates successfully explored this contrast when considering the impact
of Duncan’s murder, for example, on the natural order.

The majority of candidates were at least able to identify particular characters who represent
good, such as King Duncan, Banquo and Macduff, and those who represent evil, such as
Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and the Witches.

There was much discussion across the responses of the initial presentation of Macbeth,
fighting for the good of the country, with Banquo, against the Norwegian army. Candidates
then tended to consider the role of the Witches and Lady Macbeth in Macbeth’s
transformation from good to evil. Some candidates considered the different reactions of
Macbeth and Banquo in response to the Witches and considered how this is an early
indication of Macbeth turning to evil, and Banquo remaining good.

There was some effective exploration of how Macduff is a static character in that he remains
loyal to Duncan, and Scotland. For example, there was consideration of how he is
immediately suspicious of Macbeth upon discovering Duncan’s body and how he is resolute
in his commitment to Scotland when he joins Malcolm to form an army to fight Macbeth'’s
tyrannical rule.

Some candidates also considered the impact of Macbeth'’s tyrannical rule, both on Scotland
and on himself. For example, some considered the impact on the natural order and some
discussed the manifestation of Macbeth'’s guilt, such as his not being able to say ‘Amen’.

Points for AO4 tended to centre on how the natural order and Divine Right of Kings are upset
when Macbeth murders Duncan, and how the play ends with good overcoming evil in order
to please James | (particularly in light of the Gunpowder plot and to prevent further plots
against the King).
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As with responses to other questions this series (and as seen in previous series), there was
some imbalance in focus on the different assessment objectives, with the focus on AO1
tending to be stronger. There were some good examples of references to context being
intertwined throughout responses but there were also some responses which did not refer
to context at all, or did so in a general way, not specifically linked to the focus of the question.
Those responses awarded marks in the higher levels were able to successfully integrate
points related to context throughout, as support and development for AO1 and AO2.
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N / ResultsPlus

/'--.". Examiner Comments
This answer sustains a focus on the question and addresses all three
assessment objectives, including context, throughout the response.

For AO2, there is close evaluation of language, form and structure
throughout, often as a way of developing points for AO1. A critical style
is deployed and the candidate works methodically through a number
of valid, well-developed and supported points.

This response fulfils the criteria for level 5 and therefore warrants full
marks.

30 marks, Level 5

- r

ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip

For context, candidates could comment on a number of aspects,
including:

- the author's life

- the historical setting, time and location
- social and cultural context

- the literary context

- how the text is received at different times.
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Question 14

'How does the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth change in the play?'

The responses to this question were comparable to the responses seen for question 13. The
more successful responses had a clear awareness of the need to show evidence of
understanding in relation to all three assessment objectives.

Many responses tracked the changing nature of the relationship between Macbeth and Lady
Macbeth throughout the play. Responses tended to consider how the pair are presented as
equals towards the start of the play, as Macbeth confides in his wife and refers to her as his
‘dearest partner in greatness'. The responses then tended to consider Lady Macbeth'’s
manipulation of Macbeth, with Lady Macbeth subverting the gender stereotypes of the time.

There was some thoughtful consideration of how Lady Macbeth remains in control in the
relationship for much of the play, with some recognition of the lapses in her control, such as
when she is unable to kill Duncan because he resembles her father. It was noticeable how
the majority of responses were able to recognise Lady Macbeth’s lack of control at the end of
the play, as a result of her guilt.

The more successful responses were able to pick up on the more subtle clues in relation to
the changing nature of the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth, such as when
Macbeth withholds information from his wife, particularly in relation to the murders of
Banquo and the Macduff family.

For AO4, many candidates considered how Lady Macbeth acts in a way that would likely have
been surprising for the audience at the time the play was written. There were a few instances
of candidates providing a general overview of the life and times of Shakespeare, which
should be avoided. Those candidates achieving marks in the top levels were able to use AO4
points to develop and support points for AO1 and AO2.
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/'--.; Examiner Comments
At just a page long, this response is deceptive in its coverage of the
play. However, the handwriting is small and, when unpicked, the
response makes several sound points about the changing relationship
of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. Quotations from the text support the
points and there are relevant contextual points, such as the
stereotypical view of women at the time Shakespeare wrote the play.
There is also evidence of understanding in relation to AO2.

A mark in the middle of Level 3 is appropriate for this response.
Further coverage of all three assessment objectives assessed in this
section of the paper would be required for a mark at the top of the
level.

15 marks, Level 3

M4 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
There is no need to provide a plot summary as an introduction; AO1 is

most effectively demonstrated through the selection of ideas from
across the text, appropriate for the question.
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Question 15
‘Jessica runs away with Lorenzo to escape from her father.’

How far do you agree with this view?

Many candidates agreed with this statement and a considerable number oscillated between
agreement and disagreement. Most candidates reached a firm viewpoint by the end of their
response. In these responses, there tended to be consideration of Shylock’s treatment of
Jessica, and how she describes their house as ‘hell’, contrasted with the apparent sincerity of
the loving relationship between Jessica and Lorenzo.

The less successful responses for this question provided discussion of the relationship
between either Jessica and Lorenzo or Jessica and her father, Shylock, without clearly
addressing the question. Nevertheless, the responses for this question tended to show, at
the very least, sound knowledge and understanding of the play for AO1.

There were also interesting points made in relation to AO4, particularly the role of fathers at
the time the play is set, as well as the scandal that would have occurred as a result of the
Jewish Jessica eloping with the Christina Lorenzo.
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N / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
This is a well-crafted and assured response, which covers a great deal
of ground. All three assessment objectives are clearly addressed in full,
and ideas are developed appropriately. Quotation is selected and
embedded with assurance throughout the essay. Contextual points are
also integrated fully throughout the response and are wholly
appropriate.

This response fulfils the criteria for the top level.

30 marks, Level 5

A\ ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
Remind candidates to address AO1, AO2 and AO4. All bullet points in a

mark grid must be addressed in order to gain marks at the top of a
particular level.
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Question 16

'Explore the significance of friendship in The Merchant of Venice.'

There were only a few responses for this question. Nonetheless, it was apparent from the
responses seen that candidates had much to explore in the play in relation to the theme of
friendship. Responses tended to consider the friendships between Bassanio and Antonio and
Portia and Nerissa. There was also some thoughtful discussion of Shylock’s lack of friendship,
and the impact of this on him.

As seen with other responses in this section of the paper, the most successful responses
integrated points in relation to all three assessment objectives throughout.

Chosen question number: Question 11 [J Question 12 £ Question 13 J
Question 14 [ Question 15 ] Question 16 X
Question 17 (I Question 18 £J Question 19 £J
Question 20 3 Question 21 £3 Question 22 (3
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is a fairly brief response, which focuses on the friendship of
Bassanio and Antonio.

On balance, there is just enough evidence of knowledge and
understanding for AO1 for a mark at the bottom of level 2. Evidence of
understanding in relation to AO2 and AO4 would be required for a
mark more securely in Level 2.

7 marks, Level 2

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

There are three parts to AO1:

- demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the text

- maintain a critical style

- present an informed critical style.
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Question 17

'Discuss the importance of money in the novel.’

There were very few responses to this question. The mark scheme sets out the full range of
opportunities for candidates to address the three assessment objectives assessed in this
section of the paper.
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments

AO1 is generally sound in this response. A number of points have been
made, although the lack of depth and detail prevents the response
from moving beyond Level 3. Relevant points on context have also
been made, such as the reference to the class system at the time the
novel is set.

The answer reaches the middle of level 3. Further evidence of
understanding in relation to AO2 could have benefited the response.
The selection of relevant quotations from the text could have
facilitated the consideration of AO2.

16 marks, Level 3

T\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Although the mark scheme does not specify the need to use literary

terminology, this could well help candidates to focus on the need to
explore language, form and structure for AO2.
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Question 18

'How does Austen present Mr Bennet in Pride and Prejudice?'

There were very few responses to this question. The mark scheme sets out the full range of
opportunities for candidates to address the three assessment objectives assessed in this
section of the paper.
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~ / ResultsPlus

/'--.‘: Examiner Comments
This response has been rewarded for its thorough knowledge and
understanding of how Mr Bennet is presented in the novel for AO1.
Although the response could have benefited from specific quotations
selected from the text, examples have been provided, with relevant
parts of the novel selected to illustrate points.

The response lacks the depth of understanding in relation to both AO2
and AO4 for a mark more securely in the level.

20 marks, Level 4

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
More successful responses will intertwine AO1, AO2 and AO4 to fully
develop ideas.
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Question 19

'How does Dickens present Estella’s relationships with men in the novel?'

There were very few responses to this question. The mark scheme sets out the full range of
opportunities for candidates to address the three assessment objectives assessed in this
section of the paper.
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments

There are a wide range of points for AO1 in this response, which
centres on Estella’s relationships with men. The response takes a step
back and considers how Estella behaves towards men and the reasons
for this. There is a clear sense of personal engagement in this
response, such as how the response considers how Estella is
eventually able to break free from the ‘strings of the puppet’.

This is a maturely expressed response, and the candidate clearly
knows the novel well, but the missed opportunities in relation to AO2
and AO4 prevent the response from being awarded a mark beyond the
bottom of Level 4.

19 marks, Level 4

U\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The most successful responses integrate references to context

throughout, often using context to support and develop points for AO1
and AO2.
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Question 20

'Discuss the theme of helping others in Great Expectations.'

There were very few responses to this question. The mark scheme sets out the full range of
opportunities for candidates to address the three assessment objectives assessed in this
section of the paper.
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_‘/'--.. Examiner Comments

The mark scheme has been applied on a best-fit basis for this
response. There is thorough knowledge and understanding of the
theme of helping others in the novel, with a range of examples
considered including how Pip is taken in as an orphan by his sister and
her husband, how Pip helps Estella to become ‘a better person’ and
how Magwitch helps Pip. Examples and specific quotations have been
selected from the text to support the points for AO1. There is also
detailed understanding of context for AO4, such as the influence of
Dickens’ own experiences in life on the novel.

A mark of 22, towards the top of Level 4, positively rewards the
response but also acknowledges the gaps in relation to AO2.

22 marks, Level 4

'f \ ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Remember, in addition to AO1 and AO2, context (AO4) is assessed in
this section.
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Question 21

In what ways does Arthur Dimmesdale show his guilt in the novel?

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the three assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.
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Question 22

'Explore the theme of the supernatural in The Scarlet Letter.'

There were no responses for this question. Nevertheless, the mark scheme sets out the full
range of opportunities for candidates to be able to address the three assessment objectives
assessed in this section of the paper.
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Paper Summary

e Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Make sure that time is split equally between the two questions - 45 minutes for each.

e A brief plan at the start could help candidates to think about the range of points they are
able to make on their chosen question.

e Remember it is the understanding in relation to the assessment objectives that is
assessed, not grammar and spelling.

e Find examples from across the text to support a point, which can help to develop ideas.

e The use of literary terminology can help to ensure focus on AO2.

e The Point, Evidence, Explanation (PEE) approach can help to ensure a mark in level 3 is
achieved.

e Remember to make relevant points in relation to context in Section B.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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