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SECTION A: Reading

Answer the question in this section.

You should spend about 45 minutes on this section.

Remind yourself of The Story of an Hour, taken from the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE English Anthology, which is provided in the Extract Booklet.

1 How does the writer present the character of Mrs. Mallard (Louise) in The Story of an 
Hour?

 In your answer, you should write about:

 • Mrs. Mallard’s thoughts and actions 

 • Mrs. Mallard’s relationships with her husband and her sister

 • the use of language and structure.

 You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including brief 
quotations.
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 30 MARKS
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SECTION B: Imaginative Writing

Answer ONE question from this section.

You should spend about 45 minutes on your chosen question.

Begin your answer on page 10.

EITHER

2 Write about a time when you, or someone you know, enjoyed success.

 Your response could be real or imagined.

 Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.

(Total for Question 2 = 30 marks)

OR

3 Write a story with the title ‘A Surprise Visitor’.

 Your response could be real or imagined.

 Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.

(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

OR

4 Look at the images provided.

 Write a story that begins ‘I did not have time for this’.

 Your response could be real or imagined. You may wish to base your response on one 
of the images.

 Your response will be marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.

(Total for Question 4 = 30 marks)
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You may choose ONE image to prompt your response to Question 4.

Image 1

Image 2
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 30 MARKS 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS
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