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Paper 8RS0 4B: Christianity

Mark scheme

Question
number

Answer

Mark

1

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

The suffering of God is the direct consequence of God’s
decision and willingness to suffer.

Moltmann claims that in the crucifixion, it is not just Jesus
who suffers and dies, but also God in his divine nature that
suffers.

Moltmann’s view that the cross offers a powerful presentation
of the depth of God’s love.

Weinandy maintained that a God who is impassable is more
loving and compassionate than a suffering God.

Weinandy argues that Moltmann is wrong in thinking that God
has to feel like us, in his divinity, to know our pain; God’s
knowledge does not have to be physical knowledge.

(8)

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(A01).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(A01).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question Answer Mark
number
2 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
the AO2 descriptors described below.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e The Bible is the word of God.
e The Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit.
e The Bible is a collection of authoritative books that passes down
the central teachings of the faith.
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to
AO2,
e The Bible’s role as a source of authority is important because
Christianity is based on the Bible that Christians accept as being
inspired by God.
e The Bible’s role as a source of authority is important because it
is the way through which God has revealed who and what he is
and does.
e It is important for Christians because it is the first authority that
informs their beliefs, decisions and moral behaviour.
e However, the importance of the Bible’s role as a source of
authority can be challenged because it was compiled by humans
and therefore the notion of it being definitively the word of God
is less convincing.
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able
to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1. (9)
Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-3 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
¢ Information/issues are identified (AO2).
e Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).
Level 2 | 4-6 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
e Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).
e Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (A02).
Level 3 | 7-9 ¢ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).
e Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).
e Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements
in the question (AQ2)




Question Indicative content
number
3 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.
e God as the author of personhood in the created universe, cannot be less
than personal himself.
e Scripture assumes that God is personal as reflected in the use of personal
pronouns.
e The Christian act of prayer demonstrates that God experiences relationships
with other persons, or self-conscious beings.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e God is identified by Christians as being endowed with rationality, self-
consciousness and volition therefore the implication is that these are
qualities associated with being a person.

e One implication of God as personal is that God is like us, therefore he is
someone who Christians can engage with in a personal way: for example,
through prayer.

e Another implication of God as personal is shown in the Christian
understanding of the Trinity because the Trinity reflects the communal,
personal nature of God.

¢ However, the idea of a personal God for Christians could be viewed as
anthropomorphic and therefore the implication that God as personal is
merely a projection of human self-centred yearning.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AQ2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQ2).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Level 3

7-9

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).




Question

Indicative content

number
4(a) 8 marks AO1
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question.
Candidates may refer to the following.
e There is a wide range of music designed to accompany or stimulate
worship.
e Christian music has a variety of forms, including such diversity as Gregorian
Chant and Pentecostal worship songs.
e Music is central to many types of worship that reflect its continuing appeal
as a way of expressing belief.
e Music appeals to many across the age range and communities.
e Music allows a community to express collective identity and belief.
Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2 e A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

e Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO01).

Level 2 | 3-5 e A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

¢ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3 | 6-8 ¢ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

e Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs (AO1).

e Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth
of understanding (AO1).




Question Indicative content
number
4(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

Many of the world’s great artists have used religious themes in their
paintings, particularly the Crucifixion or Nativity.

Poetry has regularly been used as a way to express religious belief and
wonder.

Types of architecture and different buildings have been developed to reflect
Christian belief.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

Creative expression is significant for Christians because the Christian
community is strengthened when expressing collective identity and belief.
Art is a visual expression in Christianity that is accessible for all and
therefore is significant because it is a potent and effective form of creative
expression.

Music as a creative expression is significant because it can stimulate and
inspire a personal and/or collective encounter with God.

Language as a form of creative expression is significant because it can
convey the beliefs of Christianity without the necessity for collective
participation.

Creative expression may not be significant because ultimately it is a
subjective matter and differing types of creative expression suit different
people and communities and some people even find them unnecessary.
Creativity is believed by Christians to be a gift from God and therefore
creative expression is significant because it is considered a spiritual
response and act of worship.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.




Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-5

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues may be selected (AO2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (A02).

Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 2

6-10

A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (A0O2).

Level 3

11-15

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of
reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (A02).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 4

16-20

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AO2).
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