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Introduction

The focus of 9EC0 02 exam is on macroeconomics, drawn from Themes 2 and 4 of the
specification. The 2024 paper was very accessible. The extracts worked well and were
surprisingly relevant, given that there is now a bank of papers that are randomly chosen for
the exam and the paper setters do not know which paper will be used. The feedback from
centres has been that the questions were fair, transparent and tested a broad range of the
Specification. The parts that were largely untouched many assumed would appear on Paper
3, although this cannot be guaranteed because of the banking of the papers described
above.

Candidates ’ answers to many of the questions on this paper have been of a pleasingly high
standard. All questions were accessible to the candidates, and Section A was particularly
accessible to most candidates. There were many very high-quality answers from candidates
demonstrating an excellent grasp of the key macroeconomic issues as well as an ability to
synthesise their knowledge with the real world of economics. On the other hand, some
answers demonstrated a more superficial understanding. Overall, there was evidence that
the teaching and learning on the paper has become more confident, and the use of past
papers, mark schemes and examiner reports has been of great value as resources to prepare
for this exam.

In Section A, candidates demonstrated their understanding of a range of key economic
concepts, most notably the ability to recall and use the multiplier formula, and the effective
use of a tariff diagram (although not required). Where candidates often lost marks in this
section was in not ensuring their answers were completely correct – e.g. as usual there is the
problem in distinguishing between percentage point changes and percentage changes,
between measuring differences rather changes in totals.

In Section B, the focus was on the UK economy, and the data on changes in tax changes was
extremely up to date (there was information in Figure 4 on 2024 in the 2024 paper). This
shows the importance particularly in macroeconomics that the candidates have real world
understanding of contemporary issues. In the run up to the exams there was a March budget
it would have been extremely useful to have read about and studied, given that the concept
of raising tax revenues by keeping thresholds the same was one of the key features, written
about in every quality news release. Reading the question carefully and ensuring that is what
you are writing about is always an incredibly important thing that candidates must
remember.

3 GCE Economics A 9EC0 02



In Section C, question 8 was significantly more popular with candidates, by a factor of 5 to 3
(approximately). Candidates offered a range of answers with discussing different solutions
for solving a current account deficit, and the number of candidates referring to a fiscal deficit
were happily very small this year. Question 8 was however more problematic, because while
most answers could list several factors contributing to globalisation (only two would have
been sufficient), it seemed very difficult to evaluate these in a meaningful way. High quality
answers here met the criteria we are looking for on our levels mark schemes for the top
levels – in particular relating answers to the real world and not simply being theoretical and
having strong, well-developed chains of argument. Quality evaluation focused on the context
that the candidate had chosen.

Candidates need to remember to familiarise themselves with the structure of the exam and
how they will be assessed on their answers in advance of any exam. As has consistently been
the case for this exam series, for questions up to and including 8 marks, marks are awarded
on a points-based system, and for the rest of the questions, it is levels-based. For the
points-based marking students need to be concise and accurate in their answers – there
were some very long answers to 4-mark questions that achieved the full 4 marks about
halfway through the answer, but the candidate kept writing for a lot further. This is using up
important time that could be better spent writing longer, more detailed chains of argument
in the longer questions. Candidates should also remember that in the 8-mark question there
are 2 marks for evaluation – many candidates are still not offering an evaluation of their
points in this question, and thus missing out on these marks.
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Question 1 (b)

This question tested whether the skills of this economist candidate include the use of data,
and the majority found the 10% savings ratio.

Some students misinterpreted the graph (1ap mark for reading off the savings level) but
almost all students could calculate the percentage and score one mark that way. The only
issue noticed with this question was that the 'quarter' markers did not tie up with the year
changes, and were marking the end of the quarters rather than the start. This is a fair way to
illustrate data, but not one that many students might be used to.

This a lovely, clear and correct answer.

1 mark for data use, and 1 mark for correct calculation.

Always show your working.
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It is imperative not to give 'subsequent information' that contradicts your answer. If you add
something to your answer that makes it incorrect, we cannot allow this as fully correct.

This is a tragedy – the workings did include the correct answer, but the
answer finally presented was not correct, so only 1 mark could be
awarded.

Underline your final answer, and make sure you show the savings as
requested.
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Question 1 (c)

In this 2-mark question there were no application marks (as the application was given in 1b),
although most candidates did write further about the data. 2 mark ‘explain’ questions are not
application marks, according to the Test Specification, which examiners have to use when
setting papers.

Although over this period, interest rates did not rise and were very low, we awarded rising in
interest rates because there were no application marks and as a theoretical factor this could
well have been a cause of the rise in savings, and this meant that most candidates scored
very highly on this question. The most common answer was, unsurprisingly, Covid, and
although again this is not on the specification it had to be allowed that a loss in confidence in
the economy, potential fears of falls in income or the inability to spend money might cause
people to save more.

Do not waste time in short answer questions like this by using the data. It asks for a reason,
and you have to explain that reason. There is no application mark here.
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This earns 2/2 but too much time has been spent here.

Do not feel you have to use every line given. The marker is looking for
the reason, then the explanation. There is no 'hidden' data
expectation.
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Interest rates did not of course rise over this period, but because they are a 'likely reason' for
a change in savings, this argument was awarded.

1 mark for identifying the rise in interest rates. The analysis does
follow from the reasoning so this scores full marks.

Short answers are highly recommended for Section A. If you fill up all
the lines there is a huge opportunity cost.
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Question 2 (b)

For several years in a row there has been a test of the distinction between percentage
changes and percentage point changes, and at last the penny seems to have dropped. This
subtraction was simple but implies quite deep understanding of the important distinction.
Interestingly some of the highest achieving candidates over-complicated the question and
chose the percentage change instead.

Look carefully at whether the question is looking for CAUSE or EFFECT.

There is a sense of hesitancy but essentially this answer confuses
cause and effect.

A question like this is unlikely to be the same as the Q1 question asking
about rises in savings. Remember that the examiner needs to look for
new material from you, not repetition.
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A short answer such as this can get 4 marks.

Second K is a soft mark: good example.

Reference to data without the month is appropriate.

There is clearly analysis – shown with the words 'causes' or 'therefore'.

Short answers are effective, but make sure you refer to the data
precisely – here the candidate does show the whole year of 2020 not
just the months referred to in question 1a.
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Question 3 (a)

This question seemed to differentiate well, although the extract was very helpful as a guide
so very few answers gained zero marks. Many students did well if they read the data
carefully.

Market rigging is to be briefly explained for 1 mark.
Examples not in the data are appropriate for Application marks although there were many
pieces of data that could be used.
Answers can discuss prices going up or down as part of collusion, but it is important to
explain this in context, e.g. prices of financial products for consumers will rise, but prices
of trading activities between banks would fall.

3b This question also felt very accessible.

Several students linked to the causes of falling investment rather than effects, and wrote
almost the same answer as the one given for the rise in savings 1c. The advice to students is
that if it feels as if the question is asking for the same thing it is wise to go back to the
question, underline the key terms, and go over the reasoning again (the so-called 'bug'
technique).

Notes to candidates

There is always at least one application mark for a 4-mark question, so if causes not
effects are discussed, they can still get an application mark.
% change is fine to discuss here, but it is unwise to use the percentage point change given
from April to July specifically, because that mark has already been awarded in 2a and to re-
award would be double awarding.
The data asks for the whole of 2020 so it is unwise to refer to a small part of it (April to
July). Look for the more general trend if you can.

In a 4 mark question, you must always use some data, but you must also show some sense
of analysis (BLT, because, leads to or therefore). Just listing definitions is knowledge and
cannot be awarded as analysis.
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2 K 1 Ap but no An so max of 3.

B.L.T. is analysis! Because, leads to and therefore and 'linking words'
that illustrate an analytical process. There are of course many other
linking works you could use. You need to remember that definitions
are knowledge marks, and you have to make a step in your reasoning
to gain the analysis mark.
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This is a good answer, and the analysis and application stand out.
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Clearly 4 marks – and probably could have stopped well short of the
last line given!

Make sure you include analysis, such as the 'which results from' in this
answer.
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Question 4 (b)

4a This question felt very familiar and the mean score was high. The only errors seem to
have arisen from the negative words in A and D (discourage, and restrict) which sometime
cause processing errors when students are under mental and time pressure.

4b This again felt like an approachable question for many candidates. Although it appears
easy at the outset it surprises examiners that very many students each year drop marks on
making calculation errors, for example.

1/mpc and 1/(mpc-1) are common errors.
Missing units (millions) 3 out of 4

Do note that

£ sign not needed.
Answer alone can get full marks on a calculation question, so there is no need to define or
explain your answer.
If you have the correct multiplier you can get 3 out of 4, so it is very wise to show your
working, even if you make a mistake at the end.

Make sure the answers seems right and logical. If students put 6.67 million this does not feel
right as a total if the government has spent £60 million, when G is clearly part of AD.

It is important to think about units (e.g. millions) and using a % sign here makes it seem there
is some confusion going on.
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Wrong units so 3/4

Check your answer seems right. A total increase is unlikely to be a
percentage.
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It is very helpful to show your working...

...although if the answer is correct it will not add marks.

Examiners look through your working very carefully to see if they can
add marks, if by chance your final answer is not correct. Show every
step!
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Question 5 (a)

The question was accessible and there were almost no blank responses. It was mainly
answered well by a significant number of students.

Must apply to the steel market but then the analysis can be developed from this eg steel
output up can lead to more employment or more AD.
Diagram can be app or an. Decide at the end to give the candidate the highest mark.
A diagram alone with no explanation will only get 1 mark, but a diagram used and
explained well could access more than 1 mark.
25% is allowed as that is in the extract not the question.
Definitions of a tariff do not get a Knowledge mark as this is an impact question.

A diagram can earn the marks in many ways – in this case all 3 from the diagram!
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Good example with a diagram.

Diagram and explanation is 4/4 in a box in the annotated pack.

First part of the answer is also 4/4.

A picture is the most wonderful way to earn marks, if you can link it, as
here, to the question.
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This scores 2/5.

2 K not developed.

Definitions ignored as this is an “impact” question.

The question is asking about the IMPACT not the definition. You
certainly don't need to try to evaluate in Section A!
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Question 6 (a)

This was a successful question, in terms of differentiation, as it made sure that students had
to use definitions of progressive and regressive accurately.

Many were not able to give an example of a regressive tax, or did not spot the need to use
own knowledge.

Application had to be 1 mark for progressive and 1 mark for regressive.
Rise in tax level/paid as income rises (this is insufficient as an answer) rather than
percentage is a common mistake which cannot be awarded.
No reference to regressive tax in the passage so the application is candidates' own
example as stated in the mark scheme.
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The most important thing about this question is that progressive tax means the RATE rises as
income or wealth rises, not just that it rises.
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Para 1: K, Ap, An

Para 2: K, Ap

Burden rising is enough to explain rising rate.

5/5

Think carefully about the difference between a proportional tax and a
progressive tax. The RATE is the key issue. Try drawing a diagram
showing tax rates against income. It will do your mind a lot of healthy
exercise!!
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This illustrates an answer which cannot distinguish between rates of tax and levels of tax.

This example illustrates the typical error where the “tax level rises”
which needs emphasising. 1 Ap only.

Draw a diagram to show a regressive tax. Surely you don't think higher
income and wealth earners pay LESS TAX overall? It must be a rate
issue.
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Question 6 (b)

As discussed in the introduction to this report, this is a question where a good understanding
of current macroeconomic issues paid huge dividends. In the current UK context, it would be
highly unlikely that a government could last more than a few weeks if it tried to cut income
taxes. However many candidates guessed that a freeze in thresholds meant that they paid
less tax, even though the effects were clearly explained in Extract A. The passage stated while
it might not look like a tax rise on the face of it, people will still end up paying more tax on
their income. A surprisingly large number of answers spotted this only at the end of their
answer and used it for evaluation, which of course could earn 2 marks. The AD/ AS was part
of the analysis marks, which made it easy for many to access the analysis marks, but it must
be linked with the knowledge, not just a stand-alone diagram.

Advice to candidates – do not be caught some out thinking a tax freeze means rising income.

K and An can be fluid in the way that they are awarded, and examiners want to give the
highest mark that is possible. So for example: fiscal drag (k) explanation of the process
(an). Or explanation of process (K) with the effect on household income (An)
Additional income tax decreased to open up the answers.
Data and eval can be 1 point each for 2 marks.
Can write one point and get full marks as the question asks about “impact”.
Analysis needs linked with knowledge in terms of AD/AS analysis.

For this question it was assumed AD would fall, but with careful reasoning we could allow AD
to change either way.
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Good example of full marks using one impact.

2 K

2Ap

2 An

2 Ev (AD can go the other way)

Make sure your chains of reasoning are clear, and you will be awarded
whatever your conclusion, if it is valid, as it is here.

28GCE Economics A 9EC0 02



This is an excellent answer.
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2 K (AD and fiscal drag)

2 Ap (2 x quotes from text)

2 An (explanation of fiscal drag)

2 ev (2 marks for final ev point)

Always use a diagram if you can. A picture saves a thousand words.
Even if it is incorrect it will not lose you marks, as we are positive
markers.
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Question 6 (c)

This question was very effective in testing important concepts (e.g. flow and stock) and very
important issues (e.g. whether overspending matters) that differentiated answers effectively.
Some candidates, as every year, tried to link to exports and imports. There were some good
responses here, particularly linking to crowding out.

One well-argued KAA paragraph which addresses BOTH fiscal deficit and national debt, along
with one well-argued evaluation can achieve full marks and there is no need to write this
answer as separate paragraphs, although this does make the answer clearer because there
must be reference to both fiscal deficit and national debt.

Doesn't matter if you argue it's a concern or not as long as you look at both sides.
For Level 3 you must refer to the UK government.
Borrowing to fund government spending to boost the economy was the most common
evaluation point made.

It is worth noting that the 10 mark question does not need a final judgement. For 4/4, the
Level 2 evaluation must be sustained, and most answers do this by making two evaluation
points with more than one step in each chain of reasoning. The evaluation can be short, but
not throw-away comments, such as, ‘however there is a time lag’. An effective evaluation
point might say there are benefits in the short run as AD rises, but in the long run taxes may
have to rise if there is no long-term growth produced.

This question does set out the argument really clearly – yes it is a concern, and no it is not.
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Not as much reference to national debt. The analysis should cover
both distinctly, even if in the same paragraph.

Para 1: L2

Para 2: E2

Para 3 : L2

Para 4 : E2

4/6 KAA 4E = 8/10

You do not need a judgement or overall evaluation for a 10-mark
question. But you should make sure you address every element of
the question.
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Looking at this initially this looks as if this is a microeconomics diagram. However on reading
it you will find it is excellent, and clearly scores full marks.
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Good example however this is a long answer and not standard, and far
more than the minimum required for full marks.

Para 1 L3

Para 2 : E2

Para 3: L3

Para 4 :E2

Remember that some micro diagrams are very useful in macro exams,
so do not omit any economics which builds up your analysis if you
have time!
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Question 6 (d)

This was a successful question, in that there was a clear instruction and area of analysis, with
extremely helpful data to answer the question. It effectively differentiated students and for
many it allowed them to show their high-level understanding of QE. Examiners found it easy
to apply levels of response. It was significant that there were a number of high quality
responses, and equally with ones of a lower quality where the subject matter was unfamiliar.

Can refer to preventing deflation or causing inflation. If no reference to the changes in the
general price level there was a maximum of L2.
Magnitude of the spending was a clearly effective way to evaluate.

'Yield analysis' is credited, although not required at A Level.

The 'use' in a 12 mark questions means you can stick to one point, singular, and not go into a
list of uses.
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Para 1: L2 –

Para 2: E1

Para 3: Confused analysis

Para 4: E1

3 + 2e = 5/12

It is good to see a diagram and here is it explicitly linked to the
question on preventing inflation (in the sense of causing inflation) but
the analysis becomes increasingly confused as the essay goes on. The
evaluation is very brief comments, not in-depth critical judgement.
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This example earns full marks.
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It is encouraging to see a brief and the use of data from the start.

Spelling (e.g. comity for committee) does not matter as long as we
understand what you mean. What examiners like about this answer is
the clear handwriting and clear thought behind the answer.
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Question 6 (e)

There were many confident and strong responses to this question. Students know this topic
well and provided some excellent responses. It is clear this topic is well taught and well
rehearsed.

Overall, many candidates were able to answer this question well. The stronger answers
provided detailed application points relevant to specific policies.

To get Level 3 KAA there has to be more than one policy and a good deal of context, using
but preferably going far beyond the final paragraph of Extract B.
If one policy only is given, this was would mean the answer could not go above Level 2 for
KAA. However with good evaluation, which is sustained, you can still gain full evaluation
marks (6/6) if there is only one supply-side policy given.
Some answers gave more than one policy, which was required, put only one piece of
analysis, usually a rightward shift in the LRAS. It is enough to do one analysis point on this
question for full marks.
As long as an answer starts with a supply-side policy then reference to the effects of AD is
relevant. Many students felt a need to do more analysis than an SRAS shift and therefore
stretched to an AD shift. This was not expected, but of course it was awarded where the
chains of reasoning were effective.

The question asks for plural policies, so make sure you have two good policies. No point in
doing more unless you have deeper analysis – the last thing the examiner wants is a list.
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Para 1: L2 no context

Para 2: E2 –

Para 3: L2+ no context

Para 4: E2 –

Fair analysis but lack of context.

6 + 3e = 9/15

Use the UK government policy-making as your starting point. Think
education, NHS, trade, infrastructure and regional issues, and try to
put demand-side policies completely out of your mind. They do not
lose marks, but there is an opportunity cost if you stray into fiscal
policy at the expense of supply-side policies.
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Some answers are set out extremely effectively, with point, explanation, example, diagram
and then evaluation (PEEDE), twice over.
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Excellent example

Para 1: L3+

Para 2: E3

Para 3: L3+

Para 4: E3

The diagram in the first page is ideal for this answer, and is explained
in the text. Well done!
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Question 7

This was a surprisingly popular and effective question and enabled students to use theory to
support their responses. Again those that used examples and models were rewarded with
Level 4 marks. It was also notable that some students still confuse the Current Account
deficit and Budget deficit.

The question and topic area was straightforward and rehearsed in schools, and many
answers were based on countries that were drawn from their own knowledge rather that
that of Brazil. The context was very helpful as well used, but it should be reminded to all
candidates that there is often a request to use knowledge of at least one developed or
developing country.

No introduction is required in any answers, and candidates are reminded to simply start by
answering the question. Definitions can be a useful way to set the groundwork, but they are
not required and the knowledge marks are clearly implicit when a strong argument begins.

Since the question is about trade, relevant protectionist diagrams must refer to quantity
and/or value of imports. Many candidates employed a basic subsidy diagram, for example,
illustrating an outward shift in supply but did not reference the quantity imported at the
world price, leading to a lower level of analysis.

The Marshall-Lerner condition was effectively used to evaluate the impact of currency
depreciation. However, candidates need to do more than merely mention the condition. The
J-curve appeared in many answers, and was particularly useful in terms of higher-order
evaluation.

Advice to students: Try to stick to an evaluation point and develop it fully to get to Level 3.
Many able candidates analysed a relevant evaluation point up to Level 2 and then introduced
another point within the same paragraph. You only need to make two clear L3 evaluation
points/arguments overall, and a final judgement, to be able to achieve 9/9 for evaluation.

Country of choice to get to L4. Whatever policies you choose are likely to be valid, but it is
unwise to discuss fixing of interest rates or exchange rates in countries such as the UK.
Context of Brazil is used by many.
Very open to the use of policies.
You can use more than one country despite the question saying country, for example you
could use a different country as your evaluation point. However if you use many different
countries, the impact of your application is likely to be weakened.
If the economics is correct then this is enough to hit the levels. Eg UK can manipulate the
exchange rate but then explain in the eval it isn’t likely to happen.
The evaluation does not need to link with the KAA to gain L2 ev. But the best answers link
the evaluation to the point being made

Current account/ trade deficit can be used interchangeably
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The essay does need models and diagrams but they need to be in context, analysed and
evaluated on a deep a level as possible. Two points is enough, but there needs to be depth of
analysis and evaluation.
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Para 1: L2+

Para 2: E2

Para 3 : L3

Para 4: E2

Para 5 : J E2

This is a barely Level 3 answer, with L2 eval, so 9 L3 – + 6e L2+ (top L2e
for being a good sustained example and there is a judgement) = 15/25

The importance of extending your analysis in context of a real world
example cannot be stressed enough!
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You are of course allowed to use Brazil for the data context – but you really must apply
everything you can even if you haven't studied that country. The question tells you about the
type of exchange rate system (managed) and that should be your starting point. It's not the
UK after all!
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Para 1: L4

Para 2: E3 Diagram is contextualised

Para 3: L4

Para 4: E3

Lack of context/application is the reason for the 14/16.

There is inconsistency with analysis and diagram.

Ev L3 – 7/9

14+7 = 21/25

Make sure you write about the diagram you have drawn, and explain it.
Examiners do love diagrams, but they must be integrated into the
analysis.
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Question 8

There were a range of responses here. Good responses used plenty of examples and linked
to theory. However, others were more descriptive in their nature, not linked to any real-world
examples. There was some good knowledge of trading blocs, trade creation and trade
diversion, and some excellent diagrams.

This was perceived as a more challenging question as many wished to discuss the cons of the
factor they discussed, rather than evaluate whether the factors led to globalisation. To
evaluate whether globalisation was ‘good’ was not the question, and therefore was not what
the mark scheme wanted. The mean score on the second essay was 2 marks lower than on
Question 7, largely because it offered limited opportunities for evaluation which was still
addressing the question.

Benefits were replaced by many as the factors causing globalisation.
Diagrams can count as application marks, as well as analysis and of course knowledge. It
certainly helped students score well if they showed a falling-tariff diagram, and a rising
tariff diagram as part of the evaluation.
Level 3+ was the maximum KAA mark if there was no clear application such as reference
to countries. Very difficult to get above Level 3 is there is no reference to real-world
examples or other context.
There was a persistent confusion over absolute and comparative advantage. We marked
positively throughout but it would be advised to make sure that the diagrams and
explanations fit precisely.

Try to keep abreast of changes, such as the disappearance of NAFTA. This of course is
awarded because it is on the Specification, but you can add polish to your answers if you are
aware of current developments to add.
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Lots of factors discussed not in as much depth.

Para 1 : L3 –

Para 2: L2 –

Para 3: E2 NAFTA credited as fits time frame. One ev, not sustained but
enough for E2.

L3 – / E2

9/16 KAA + 4/9 Ev

=13/25

Make two well applied and well analysed points, using your own
learning about real-world economics.

67 GCE Economics A 9EC0 02



Two points well made and deeply is preferable to a long list of shallower points.

This scores 24/25 and needs an overall judgement.
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Para 1: L4+, Clear application, chain of reasoning para 1.

Para 2 : E3

Para 3 : L4

Para 4 : E3

Para 5: Sense of Judgement but not developed E1 but ignored as 2
sustained E3 from previous paragraphs.

(Clear consensus on mark amongst the team)

Make sure you make an overall judgement for the 25th mark!
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9EC0_02_SecC

Every year about 5% of students do not indicate which question they are answering, or they
change their minds and do not stick with the question. This should not be anything which
alarms a candidate when they reflect on their performance! It is marked by an examiner who
has been trained on both essays, and there will be no difference in terms of the quality of the
marking.
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Paper Summary

The most important piece of advice is to know and love macroeconomics. If you know about
the real world it will be reflected in your answers, and your examiner will enjoy reading your
response.

Ensure you manage your time effectively. Spend no more than 30 minutes on Section A,
preferably less, 1 hour on Section B, and 30 minutes on Section C. If candidates spend too
long on Section A, they are in danger of running out of time for the 15 and 25-mark
questions at the end of the exam paper.
Candidates can answer the paper in whichever order they see fit. Candidates may find it
helpful in terms of time management to start with Section B or C instead of Section A.
A multiple-choice question is worth one mark whereas questions 7 and 8 are worth 25
marks. Bear this in mind in terms of how long you are spending on individual questions,
especially in Section A. Most people run out of steam on the 12+ questions but they would
do better to write less on a Section A question. Do not feel you have to use all the lines,
particularly in Section A.
Maximise your efficiency by ensuring you only answer the precise question set. For
example, in Section C, question 8 is asking specifically to evaluate the factors contributing
to globalisation – not what the benefits or costs of it might be.
As part of your revision, spend time interpreting graphs. Look at the axes and think about
what data the graph is showing you. If data is in percentages, this means changes between
the data points would be in percentage points – something a number of candidates didn't
understand on question 2(a)
There are no marks for evaluation in Section A. Improve efficiency in time management by
not including an evaluation in your answers.
Ensure you know key formulas, such as how to calculate one number as a percentage of
another number.
When drawing diagrams remember to ensure that they are clear and have correct labels
on both axes and lines.
Ensure you carefully study and understand the figures and extracts provided in Section B.
These form the context for the questions, and answers should be related to this context
and not be entirely theoretical.
Remember to keep your answers within the space provided. If you run out of space, you
should ask for additional paper and clearly indicate about which question you are writing.
There is no need to repeat the question back to the examiner. Save time and get straight
on with answering the question. In 2-mark questions, for example, you can just state the
answer to the question and, as long as it's correct, you will get the two marks.
There is no need to define key terms, although of course the definitions might be useful to
get you thinking in the right way. You need to ensure every minute of your time spent in
an exam is earning you marks, so you can ‘cut to the chase’ and just answer the question,
especially if you are running out of time.
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Remember that in Section B the 5 and 8-mark questions use a points-based mark scheme
whereas the other questions use the levels-based mark scheme. For example, in question
6(b), the 8-mark question, there are 2 marks each for knowledge, application, analysis, and
evaluation.
To get top marks on levels-based questions you need to ensure you fulfil all the criteria for
the top level (eg, KAA Level 4 on essays). If you do not have good knowledge, analysis, and
application then you cannot access the top marks.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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