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Introduction

In Component 2 of GCE English Language and Literature (9EL02) ‘Varieties in Language and
Literature’, candidates are expected to apply the skills of close, contextualised, comparative
reading, showcasing knowledge of both literary and linguistic terms and concepts. They need
to synthesise their learning, integrating language and literature together, in order to analyse
a short unseen prose text and two studied literary works. Their work in both areas is
organised thematically: candidates pursue one of four topics ("Society and the Individual";
"Love and Loss"; "Encounters"; "Crossing Boundaries"). In their examination responses,
candidates are expected to demonstrate evidence of wider reading in, and thinking about,
the topic they have studied.

Section A involves the analysis of one unseen extract. Candidates are expected to present an
organised, fluent commentary on the writer's choice of structure, form and language, making
inferences on how these authorial choices are shaped by the attitudes, values and ideas
detectable in the text, and from their wider knowledge of any contextual forces exerting
influence upon the writing or the reception of the text. They should show evidence of broad
understanding of their chosen theme in their analysis, using it to enrich the specific
discussion of the passage presented for analysis.

Section B assesses candidates’ knowledge of the creative methods used in the crafting of,
and the readers’ reception of, two studied literary texts. The texts must be aptly
contextualised, using contextual materials relevant to the question focus. The texts must also
be compared and contrasted on points of significant relevance. Many aspects of the works
are suitable for comparison, including the manifest content (plot, character, theme, setting);
the literary and linguistic techniques used by the writers; the contextual factors shaping the
texts’ production and/or reception. All such contextualisations and comparisons must
however strive to be relevant to the specific question asked.

It is vital that centres are aware that Sections A and B do not correspond to Language and
Literature exclusively. There are still a small number of candidates who do not deploy terms
and concepts drawn from linguistic analysis to aid their analysis of the literary texts studied.
The specification and the Section B Mark Scheme make it very clear that literary texts should
be subjected to an integrated language and literature approach.
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Overview of the 2024 Performance
Overview of Section A

Stronger answers looked at the unseen text as a whole and were able to discuss it as a
complete piece of writing, rather than as a series of techniques to be identified. While many
lower and lower-middle band candidates are able to detect a fair range of linguistic and
literary features and offer mostly accurate definitions of terminology (AO1), there was not
always evidence of an ability to articulate the effect of such techniques, or to account for the
author’s purposes in crafting them (AO2).

There was, as always, some evidence of candidates using the often rather limiting approach
of working chronologically through the extract, sometimes paragraphing their own work in
accordance with those of the passage. The danger of this approach is that, if the candidate is
pressed for time, the final paragraphs of the extract are neglected.

The most successful answers discussed the implications of specific lexical and syntactical
choices in the context of the entire passage. They were able to move beyond feature-spotting
and to explore shifts in register, as well as generic conventions and deviations. The
illuminating deployment of supporting relevant contextual material (AO3) also had a
significant effect on achievement.

Overview of Section B

Markers are very aware that Section B makes many demands of candidates in an exam
setting. Ensuring all four Assessment Objectives are met while analysing two complex literary
texts using both language and literature frameworks requires a good deal of practise and
strong time-management skills. Many excellent responses were produced, and the post-
Covid improvement detected in 2022 and especially in 2023 was sustained. Thankfully there
are now very few of the brief and/or unfinished answers that we saw in 2021 and 2022,
which confirms the sense, expressed in last year's report, that candidates’ time management
skills are improving post-pandemic. There are many ways of structuring an answer, but the
most popular structure features a brief introduction, followed by two or three substantial
sections, each discussing some aspect of the question focus. This tends to work well,
especially when relevant AO3 context is used to further the discussion in each of the three
sections. (This is generally preferable to front loaded contextual introductions.) We are still
seeing a number of answers that seem to be over-prepared, since they are not agile at
adapting this material to the precise demands of the question. In this series, for example,
Question 5 answers that discussed “clashes” generally, rather than the much more specific
“clashes of values” that the question demanded, were inevitably self-limiting.
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AOs 1 & 2: There was, again, increasing evidence that centres are preparing students well on
the technical aspects of poetry, drama, and prose narrative. Successful answers tend to
discuss, in detail, specific aspects of poetic structure and metre, and can relate individual
poems to the wider concerns of the collection in which they appear; drama candidates tend
to do well when considering theatrical techniques such as stage directions; awareness of
narratology can really help students in determining the attitudes and values that underpin
the story being told in the fiction texts. While the labelling of parts of speech or sentence
types does garner some AO1 achievement, it tends to ring hollow unless it is tied to AO2
analysis of authorial crafting for effect.

AO3: From 2016 to 2019, AO3 performance improved year-on-year, as centres and
candidates found ways of tying contextual information to the specifics of the question asked.
AO3 achievement dipped significantly in 2021 and 2022, but there was ample evidence of a
return to pre-pandemic levels of achievement last series, and 2024 was, many markers
observed, the best AO3 performance they had seen since the paper’s inception. As ever, the
best answers ensured that contextual materials were thoughtfully selected to assist the
analysis of language and literary features in the texts. Answers providing fewer contextual
factors of relevance tended to outscore answers which included huge amounts of
impressively remembered but ultimately irrelevant detail. Contexts for textual production
(socio-historical details, intertextual relationships, staging/publishing history, authorial
biography, etc.) were more often deployed than contexts of reception (reviews, criticism,
cultural influence, personal response). A blend of both tends to produce the richest answers.

AO4: After two years in which AO4 achievement suffered as many centres, understandably,
found it challenging to provide full coverage of both set texts, 2023 saw a return to pre-
pandemic levels of achievement and 2024 saw the improvement sustained. There was little
evidence of unbalanced work, and the use of spurious comparative terms declined also (but
are still seen more than occasionally). Candidates need to know that markers are alert to
unearned uses of terms such as ‘similarly’, etc., when no genuine comparison is being made.
The best comparisons are those that compare/contrast the deployment of a specific literary
or linguistic feature in two texts, shared or contrasting aspects of context, and subtle aspects
of theme.
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Question 1

This was again by far the most popular option, though there has been a gradual decline
alongside the parallel increase in candidates for the “Encounters” strand. Approximately 65%
of the entire cohort opt for “Society and the Individual”. Candidates found a variety of ways
into this year’s unseen text, finding the anonymous diarist either very emotional or cold and
remote; she was asserted to be, variously, a nun, a propagandist, a PTSD sufferer and highly
resilient, a naive young woman, a brave and experienced nurse, and perhaps, one
speculated, a junior colleague of Florence Nightingale!

Candidates were highly alert to the author’s attitudes and values regarding the table settings
and linen and the French soldiers she encountered, though surprisingly less so on the clear
class differences that she delineates between her voice and those of the British “Tommies'.
Candidates proved able to discuss, in an impressively technical way, the diarist’s idiosyncratic
descriptive style, some even able to detect her synaesthetic impressions.

But, as ever, quite a number of candidates chose to work through the passage paragraph-by-
paragraph, and those who did not make it to the end missed an opportunity to discuss the
significant shift in tone and mood in the final diary entry as the nurse's workload increases
dramatically.
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Examiner Comments
A fine example of a thorough response to Question 1: not particularly

long at under 5 pages, but replete with effective couplings of form and
function (AOs 1 and 2), and brisk but effective contextualisation (AO3).
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Question 2

Candidates were well versed in the conventions of obituary and memorial writing, perhaps
because they were aware of, or had practised answering, the previous unseen passage in
which Belinda McKeon pays tribute to Seamus Heaney on the news of his passing. But
Conrad's memorial is somewhat different: it appears to have been composed after a period
of reflection, rather than in the moment of grief; the author also breaks with convention in
the sense that some of the praises offered to his subject are somewhat equivocal. Most
candidates did not pick up on the passage’s possible double-voicedness, preferring instead to
stick to a tried-and-tested work through of genre features. When done well, this was highly
impressive. But rather a lot of candidates did not get to the end of the passage, where some
of the richest metaphorical flourishes were lying in wait.

GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02 12



...... o~

Mosatoaraphi o
< ] T e

[ 'S

W2 fr

s

Cieod RYLY N7

Mlonvagp  wibn WY

Fonally  lonady

Sov

AT, e

lonrad

PR, TPrr—,

I

iy
Corvd |

r

.P’n "

any..

3 “oavr pcaiy e dmwen

Wi
. ¥
SWp o

%ac&mw‘% AL

Songgramay

MM d &

13 GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02




v o, L :
ua""""‘h_;, : ,,L..ﬂ-ﬁ-_ W\"'-Mu.nb\m\.. Y . . C

"Ww%mwf 3. D NI e SRR Ao alnee) v

: SRR
B o [ L Lo .« S - S leve... . 2f....monh Hlaveah . Re AN A

(1% N l.. L .
Wis !}w'*ﬂ vt " chrntthenmen Wim o conpdeny ama X e
U -

L le B3 Al pge s “ive o JWEW  on somee

RO 5 Rt B JOLIG ARLE g SR T PRGNS

ribeke PO Covana. o4

ws L e iend aledpwe Wl
Comanth 3 i

ot BN ey Comictortss (o

a :
VTN oA A e RS e X ML AP, AN Byee |

LI st pAjeeve L aregmmeal ! iy G e

RO TOVS VT, T €' C U ¢ 90 SR VT ST WO Y0 V0 e S

..... wanahax L\Ow&,w vealysrade | verdt ey .....mow"'wj v Lipanls

i

200 2 e o Shaast

Lavvorawie b o cprmed gty Memaghenr) o Thn | asush,

Laavias Ny daasaa e @ wo;&*"’m%“%

in s

AR wadeh? (o Sywhs Cyvpands

....... Apsended oV dweay oy Wy dede

So o anla ™ v \H.Of"‘”“ yvb oy
od

GCE English Language & Literature 9EL0 02 14




Crpts  axprescass op  jemd raos oand W“'M‘mwth

o Bmpheeonse Mg Tl
T dike

bfh\-&w e
Dlanals L wonday gl

v ndiag U bae sapselamue oy 'bal’

Nt 20

Lugeumd | pepassomed | almivmvon 2
Gordowal Concpd | prtpened he su

AL
Vesema

LA —
Wi et g e vtvey  agpeoved | B Wappnt an

e .
VWA Cronna's ok )

% kit IO, & RN S

clo 32 ey

s owita  Ceoaar ke b lovs

uﬂml\-_jnm,:mma 2% TN

Y O o2 .2

15 GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02



...... SN KV 30 Y ek R UV S MY RS CES ST AN 7 o eSO 2.

Adin wad  tonscdatd  piasedtaYwo  aad  an PR ok

...... B Y N Apr AT Lw‘m'*-'“ (o sheely Y. .o S .

st pithevesnns ") Bessyodt

cmen. Connd | dwssues b

VoY e A “a

oyl badd e vewy,... 300k L gertiining]

wr el G Smwsdiane napestven oy Lepas b ohsse |

homoutxudd  kea Bamcies Ho  pecey on

GCE English Language & Literature 9EL0 02 16




# .
LSedat | emd e baying M 0Ly AR 442 (onved

VAR T VS P Th4 ke U €T N L ST

wolbtas ey HALS

O @ RSNy PR E I

bwuswwmwmmwam ok else o comewankes o

....‘.L,..........«. Ly I

whwimsvead | adyeim | oronresqas | eud
A ¥

"""ua‘mh\f!%ﬂ'—ar QLo PLE

MAOAY A’y
Pf .tﬁhj e S

homomxgd | Wowever | bae g oy P

S oy omen  yeriuentoey e fpeoplt! .

e Wlowdes  fomeud by

LMoy s pwsed | sent

A e el S gy

(s, b e ot S S L0 CL T ¥ 7 %'=: o)

ahwa dra vl LAscmphon  op  Ywd pagm.

Wy priaide  Mioemdae o d N s el G
wiosity  (amd ev. bbb

o ) tong M-,J

e R fom

e R N ave

..... N u—ynw}pwh*ﬁ:)&“" R

17 GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02



NN, e ety tavmghey ke hemadroh G Swg sl

CU'*MJMGW“WbL°M oA plece ) toeenyg |G

B Lo Tt TR = S L A

N { ResultsPlus
/---_ Examiner Comments

This is, one or two minor lapses aside, a superb response. In particular,
the exploration of the homosocial bond between the two men is deftly
handled and, given that academic studies of Conrad have only recently
begun to consider the role of sexuality in his writing, deeply insightful.
A beautifully written and highly organised response, rich in AO3
context too.
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Question 3

As in the 2023 unseen passage, this year’s text contained multiple encounters, rather than a
single, epiphanic experience. Stronger answers made judicious selections from the
anonymous writer’s various encounters with natural and urban landscapes, and with
humans living and deceased, though most did not engage with the author’s encounter with
the wounded Spaniard, which was surprising, given the vivid rendering of the meeting in the
passage. Being published in 1850, the somewhat archaic phrasing placed an extra demand
on candidates, but most hurdled it comfortably (as one would expect, given that the
‘Encounters’ anchor texts for Section B were published in 1908 and 1847 respectively.) Some
candidates spent a little too long speculating on why the article did not appear in print until
three decades after the end of the war described; exploring the morality or otherwise of
feasting at the end of a day of encounters with human suffering also sidetracked some
candidates. Almost all, however, were alert to the way the article drew upon conventions of
travel writing and memoir. The author’s many rhetorical flourishes provided candidates with
ample opportunity to display their AO1 and AO2 knowledge and understanding, and most
took the opportunity well.
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e / ResultsPlus

/--.'. Examiner Comments
This answer offers a succession of thoughtful, well-supported points
about the language features of the text and the contextual
circumstances of its publication and reception. It consistently and fully
fulfils all the criteria for a Level 4 score. It doesn't, however, manage to
make time to discuss the final paragraph of the extract, and thus
misses out on a chance to discuss the dramatic tone shift as the author
describes with relish his evening feast after the troubling encounters
earlier that day.
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Question 4

Jackson's polemical, didactic article produced some impressive work from candidates, and, by
a slight margin, Question 4 answers earned the highest average Section A score in this series.
Candidates were familiar with the demographics of the Guardian's readership, and some
speculated productively on what those readers might make of Jackson’s argument. Many
markers noted that personal response was a strong feature of the AO3 work done for this
task. Quite a few candidates, however, assumed the writer was male, which suggests that the
introductory notes are not being studied carefully enough - centres should remind their
students that there are often vital clues contained in the passage header. Candidates were
quick to detect Jackson’s use of listing, metaphor, rhetorical patterning and varied sentence
lengths, and better answers used this AO1 achievement to score well on AO2 also, with
painstaking explanations of the reasons for Jackson crafting her text using these techniques.
Surprisingly, even amongst those who correctly identified the author as female, some
answers did not pick up on the importance of the matrilineal aspect of Jackson'’s tattoos
being connected to those of her mother.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer fulfils all the criteria for Level 4 on all Assessment
Objectives, with occasional fleeting glimpses of Level 5 quality.

A top Level 4 score of 16 is well earned here.
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Question 5

The Great Gatsby was again the most popular anchor text, with Great Expectations a distant
second. There were very few answers on The Bone People, and, sadly, fewer than in previous
series on The Wife of Bath. As ever, the most popular combinations of texts were
Gatsby/Othello and Gatsby/Larkin. A Raisin in the Sun, a little-studied text back in 2017, is now
almost as popular as the Larkin poems, and is chosen almost always in combination with The
Great Gatsby.

“Clash of Values” proved to be a rich seam, and it was, for the most part, well mined in all the
text combinations discussed. However, several markers remarked on how a significant
minority of candidates appeared to have come with a prepared set of points, quotations and
contextual details, with a determination to shoehorn them into their answer, relevant or not.
Scores for answers that neglect to engage with the precise terms of the question in a genuine
way are, inevitably, suppressed. Some wrote about clashes, but not clashes of values
specifically; others used the terms of the question but in a transparently superficial, or even
hollow fashion. In such answers, the usual set piece moments made their familiar
appearance, with Myrtle’s death and Daisy’s engagement looming large in Gatsby answers,
and Estella/Pip and Joe/Pip central to the Dickens responses. Othello answers tended to
focus, inevitably, on lago and Othello. Better answers ranged beyond the ‘obvious’: Nick’s
values as narrator, for example, or how Desdemona’s values clash with her father’s. Poetry
students were blessed with opportunities to discuss the theme of clashing values, with
Larkin’s speaker so often at variance with the world, and with the Wife so entirely at variance
with hers. Despite “Sunny Prestatyn” not fitting this year’s question quite so well as some
previous questions, less strong answers relied on it nonetheless. A Raisin in the Sun
candidates tended to be more consistently adventurous, ranging widely to make the most of
the license to explore the differing philosophies of George Murchison and Joseph Asagai.
Clashing attitudes and values surrounding abortion was also well discussed, though differing
values regarding money and property were most often analysed.

With so many set piece moments to select from, there were very few brief answers, though
some did resort more to storytelling or 'analysis-lite', which is inevitably going to limit AO
achievement. To get into Level 4, a purposeful discussion of linguistic and literary features
and their effects is essential. There are still candidates who write fluently and show distinct
signs of being able to understand the texts in a sure-footed way who cannot get out of Level
3 due to a complete lack of specifically linguistic or literary analysis. On a more positive note,
several markers commented on how heartening it is to see the continuing trend towards
more thorough analysis of poetic form, in those discussing Larkin. Drama-specific
terminology is appearing more often in the Hansberry responses, too.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer is working at a consistently high level, hitting all the
Assessment Objectives extremely well. It might well have made it into
Level 5 with some acknowledgement of the novel as a text voiced by
narrator who is crafted by an author, and a sense of the play as a text
meant to be staged in a theatre.

Excellent on contexts of production, but little if anything on contexts of
reception, so overall an upper mid-Level 4 seems the best fit.
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<( { ResultsPlus
/--. Examiner Comments

This is in many respects a delightful answer: it is pleasingly fluent,
knows the texts thoroughly, offers a number of insightful arguments,
and compares and contextualises brilliantly. But it only reaches the top
of Level 4, and can't quite break through into Level 5, because its AO1
work is almost exclusively literary, and a balance of language as well as
literary features is needed to maximise the chances of success.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Like the script above, this one too hits a sort of ‘glass ceiling’. This one
is, again, very well written and argued (e.g. idealistic vs realistic values
works well, conceptually) but it contains no technical analysis of
substance, meaning that its AO1 achievement, and to some extent its
AO2 as well, is delimited.

Centres must remind their candidates that language features are to be
analysed in both Section A and Section B!
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Question 6

"Love and Loss" attracted many fewer candidates than the other three thematic strands. A
Single Man and Enduring Love were paired together by almost all candidates. There were no
takers for Much Ado About Nothing or Betrayal, and low single figures opted for Plath, the
Metaphysical poets, and Tess.
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This is a brisk, lively discussion, with excellent AO2 and AO4 work
driving the answer forward. There are flashes of potential for Level 5
here, at times, but ultimately it falls well short, in lower Level 4, due to
several errors with technical terminology. The understanding of the
effects of the authors' techniques is nonetheless very good.
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Question 7

The question focus - encounters which prove under and/or overwhelming - was well
received by candidates. Several markers reported that candidates were adept in detecting
relevant instances and comparing and contextualising them effectively. For the first time, a
marker reported seeing several discussions of Stoppard’s Rock N Roll, perhaps stimulated by
its recent revival on the London stage; however, Carter’s The Bloody Chamber (especially the
title story) and Romantic Poetry (with ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ and Wordsworth's
encounter poems regularly discussed) proved again to be the most popular choices of
second text, with Wuthering Heights the more popular of the two anchor texts.
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N / ResultsPlus
/--.‘; Examiner Comments

A pleasingly pacy answer, brisk and lively and packed with insightful
arguments. It is often over-zealous in its identification of word classes,
but, that being said, on several occasions the AO1 identification of
form is matched with insightful understanding of the author’s reasons
for crafting the text accordingly.

75 GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02



Question 8

The question focus was on boundary crossings that cause, or follow from, conflict, which was
easily accessible to all text pairings. Most students did well, on the whole, introducing a
wealth of contextual detail on conflicts of various kinds to enhance their textual analysis.
Dracula and Wide Sargasso Sea remain roughly equal in popularity as the anchor text, and the
Rhys novel is almost always paired with North, and Dracula with Twelfth Night or Rosetti. There
was some outstanding work seen on North, full of genuine understanding of Heaney's poetic
craft as well as the socio-political resonances of his conflict-intensive collection. No marker
reported seeing answers on Oleanna or The Lowland.

One marker observed: “For Question 8, | saw some very successful responses which used
Stoker and Shakespeare, or Stoker and Rossetti as something of a ‘winning’ combination to
this task, again with some very thoughtful comments made on contextual and connective
elements to the texts when reading how (for example) gender/the status of women/role of
religion in society influenced or caused conflict in the texts.” Another noted how “too many
‘Crossing Boundaries' students continue to focus more generally on the theme and the
different boundaries, literal and figurative, that are crossed. This was sometimes done at the
expense of being guided by the focus on the question, and led to responses feeling less
spontaneous in response to the question and more like a collection of points from practise
essays. However, there was a real confidence with the ways that students spoke about
Dracula in particular. | feel that this text has benefitted a lot from having the full classroom
time it deserves for richer study.
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<g§ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A delightful answer on Stoker and Rosetti, full of AO1 and AO2
achievement, with plenty of context and comparison enriching the
response, ensuring that AOs 3 and 4 are hit fully too. It would be
preferable to see the poems treated as poetry, however. Reading this
answer, one might assume the Rossetti poems were prose pieces,
given the lack of specific focus on poetics. But the quality of everything
else is extremely high, so it still gets its Level 5 score nonetheless.
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N / ResultsPlus

/--.'. Examiner Comments
This response is included in this report to highlight a tendency often
remarked upon by markers of Crossing Boundaries answers, for both
Question 8 and Question 4 too: namely, the labelling of different types
of border crossing (e.g. physical, moral, or, in this answer “a boundary
of appearances”). This is not inherently problematic, but too often
boundary identification is used in place of more rewardable AO1
technical terms. The candidate is far from incapable - there is analysis
here, and a judicious choice of quotation to support the points made,
but so many opportunities to comment on linguistic or literary features
are missed.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

In Section A, you should not begin writing until you have a clear sense of the passage’s
purpose, audience, and genre. A holistic approach to analysis is often preferable to the
paragraph-by-paragraph approach. Be sure to read the introductory heading to the
passage carefully: it contains information that is often vital to your full understanding of
the text.

Answers are often enriched when you show a wider understanding of the chosen theme,
and are able to apply it relevantly to analysis of the given passage. Do as much extra
reading around your theme as possible!

You must be able to apply Language and Literature frameworks to both sections of the
exam, and be able to deploy appropriate and relevant concepts and terminology from
both linguistic and literary study to further the analysis of the two chosen literary texts in
Section B.

Avoid writing answers that merely ‘feature spot’, or merely label parts of speech or identify
sentence types: analysing how individual features are crafted to create specific effects will
earn a higher score.

Ensure that you can discuss a wide variety of contextual materials, and on the day of the
exam, use only those which best assist in answering the specific question asked.

When writing on fiction, poetry and drama, you should display an understanding of the
author’s craft in shaping the formal qualities of their work: the specifically poetic aspects
of poems; plays as texts that are written to be staged in a theatre; novels which have
narrators with a voice and an agenda, and who structure their narrations accordingly.

In Section B, comparison is rewarded most fully where a variety of comparative structures
are deployed. Answers which merely compare using the terms of the question (e.g.
‘Another text which discusses social inequality is ...") will obtain some reward for AO4, but
there is much higher reward for the following approaches:

- comparing or contrasting the use of specific literary, linguistic or structural devices
- comparing or contrasting specific, relevant aspects of the contexts for the two texts

- comparing or contrasting subtle and relevant aspects of characterisation or theme.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

GCE English Language & Literature 9ELO 02 90



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



