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Introduction

Centres should be commended on the performance of their candidates this exam series.
Again, fewer candidates used extra paper this series, showing that answers were of the
length expected. Therefore, most candidates were focusing their answers on the mark
allocation and were guided by the question's command word.

The paper was generally accessible to candidates across the ability range, with evidence of
high-quality work particularly in the higher 12 – and 20-mark questions. There was an
increasing number of candidates opting to not answer questions and instead leaving them
blank.

As in the previous series Regenerating Places (question 3) remained the most popular with
around 76% completed questions compared with 24% on Diverse Places (question 4). About
53% answered questions on Health, Human Rights and Interventions (question 5) and 47%
answered questions on Migration, Identity and Sovereignty (question 6).

An increasing number of candidates struggled to remember which of the optional question
3/4 questions they should be answering and therefore a number chose to write their
answers in the corresponding question space. Candidates should refrain from doing this to
ensure that they are awarded the correct marks for these optional questions.

Centres may like to focus on the following:

20-mark essays work best if there is a plan, perhaps written and certainly in the mind of
the candidate. Very few candidates choose to plan these longer responses and this is an
area that centres should look to train their candidates.
The 20-mark questions require ongoing evaluation through the candidate response to
reach the higher levels. A significant number of candidates rely solely on a judgement in
the conclusion at the end. Centres should consider teaching their candidate a writing
format such as PEEL or PEECE to help to structure their responses.
All essays should be 'supported by evidence' (third bullet point in the mark scheme). This
might be a series of located examples, case studies, or facts or data, including evidence
from the resource booklet (where appropriate) or a candidate's geographical knowledge.
Candidates struggled to differentiate between 'globalisation' and 'westernised' and often
conflated the two in their answers to 6c.
At times candidates are writing longer responses to the 12-mark questions than the 20-
mark questions, suggesting that candidates are struggling at imposing time restrictions on
questions to ensure that adequate time is left for the last half of the paper.
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Question 1 (a)

The question asked for only one reason, which must then be extended, developed or
exemplified for further marks. Therefore, selecting a suitable initial reason is crucial, as it
needs to be broad enough for development.

Most candidates performed well and this was an accessible opening question to the paper.
Candidates were expected to identify one way in which globalisation had increased flow
between countries. The most successful responses identified the flow quickly and then
explained how developments in this area allowed countries/regions to become more
connected (this was the focus on the globalisation part of the question). The most popular
routes to answering the question were focused on flows of trade, people or information.
Containerisation was by far the most popular extension to the flow of goods and for those
focusing on the flow of information it was developments in communication technologies with
the internet featuring highly. Stronger answers were able to give an example with supporting
detail – eg Emma Maersk with numbers of containers or identifying the link to the concept of
a shrinking world or time-space compression, to access the final mark available.

It was interesting to note that the majority of responses went down the economic route with
very few cultural elements of globalisation being discussed. Some candidates wasted time on
defining globalisation, which was not what the question was asking.

Where candidates failed to secure all marks in this question, this was due to the sequencing
of ideas to develop their response which was not fully developed in a logical chain.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate has identified cultural
ideas as the flow (1) and then identifies technological advancements so
people can learn about other cultures (1). The last two lines do not add
to the answer – 'influence other nations' is too vague.

If an answer adds a second reason, the higher scoring of the two will
be credited. Here the candidate has done two routes by mentioning
both capital trade and cultural ideas, but the cultural route gains the
candidate the best mark.
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4 marks were awarded here. There are two routes that could be
followed through this response after the first two points. Flow of goods
(1) integrated trade and markets (1) then branching off into either 'free
trade' (1) which is 'more efficient' (1) or they could have
'containerisation' (1) 'increased efficiency/technological dev' (1)

This response was awarded the maximum as they chose a broad initial
starting point of ‘free flow of goods’ which enabled them to link ideas
without drifting off this initial reason.
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Question 1 (b)

There are two 12-mark ‘assess’ questions in this paper and candidates need to find a way to
explain more than one perspective to produce a balanced response.

In this question, candidates were asked to assess the importance of international
organisations in the growth of globalisation. Candidates were over reliant on the information
provided as part of the question. This question seemed to polarise responses, with
candidates either scoring highly or unable to show they understood what the role of the
international organisations mentioned did. Weaker responses took the international
organisations one by one and tried to explain their role, but they struggled to go beyond
what could be gleaned by their names. There was also confusion between the roles of the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank.

Level 2 responses were able to explain what each international organisation did (with some
accuracy – although Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) were misunderstood in many
responses, and the World Bank seemed to be focused on ‘fair trade’ rather than ‘free trade’).
These responses then reviewed some of the downsides to these organisations (eg unfairness
of world trade and SAPs) but struggled to link to the globalisation part of the question
instead relating the organisations to their role in furthering development.

Stronger responses focused on at least two of the mentioned international organisations
(usually the WTO and then the IMF and WB together) discussing their roles, with supporting
examples (IMF SAPs in Jamaica featured here as an example, as did water in Tanzania). These
responses scored level 3 marks as they then assessed by saying how these policies can
increase debt/poverty/hinder development and therefore leave people/countries switched
off. For example, some candidates were able to address the idea that the SAPs spread a
‘universal’ economic theory (neo-liberalism) around the globe and that this is a form of
globalisation. Level 3 responses also then often went on to look at the role of other factors in
globalisation – and TNCs here were by far the most popular discussed area.
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12 marks are scored here.

This response has a coherent argument covering two international
organisations, ie the WTO and IMF. The understanding on what these
organisations do is accurate and relevant and the candidate is able to
recognise the nuances of their roles, eg that the WTO theoretically sets
out rules for global trade but that the most powerful countries
overlook these policies. There are no wasted words within the
response and there is assessment and judgement throughout. There is
a slight misunderstanding with the IMF and examples could have been
more detailed, but in the time given it is a very good response and as
examiners we are not looking for perfection in order to award the full
marks available. The candidate also considers the role of other factors
in driving globalisation, touching upon TNCs. The last three lines tie the
argument together well.

Add a 'judgement' sentence to each paragraph linking back to the
question to help construct a 'coherent argument'. Balance could come
from the range of contrasting examples you include or from seeing
more than one perspective.

10GCE Geography 9GE0 02



11 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



12GCE Geography 9GE0 02



6 marks are scored here.

This response works hard to assess and to tie a range of international
organisations (as mentioned in the question) to globalisation. Counter
arguments are sound and logical, but the understanding of what these
international organisations do could be clearer (for example the role of
the IMF is incorrect) and examples are rather superficial. The response
hasn't been able to articulate why they have assigned each level of
significance.

Overall the response is Level 2 with the logical application of
knowledge and understanding of geographical information/ideas and
some relevant connections/relationships.

Making your judgement clear from the start can help you structure
your argument, making your essay more 'coherent', and enabling you
to make relevant connections to the essay title throughout.
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Question 2 (a)

The second 4-mark question on the paper follows a similar format to Q01(a).

Overall candidates performed well in this second four-mark question of the paper. A
significant number of candidate responses made the connection between superpowers and
energy consumption and the enhanced greenhouse effect. Candidates were able to use their
knowledge from Paper 1 Carbon and Water Modules and link it to Superpowers which
worked to help fully explain the environmental consequences of resource demands.

Candidates were most successful when they identified a specific superpower resource
demand as stated in the question and then explained how this led to environmental damage.
The most popular resource discussed was fossil fuels (oil in particular) with developments
focused on where extraction of these had caused environmental issues. Deforestation, water
pollution and air pollution were popular impacts with the development marks coming from
the impact on ecosystems and biodiversity. Located examples used to support development
included drilling for oil in the Arctic, tar sands and BP’s oil leak in the Gulf of Mexico. Those
that were able to attain the 4th mark linked this to the impacts on the world’s climate.

Another common route was the increasing number of middle classes in emerging
superpowers resulting in rising resource demands for richer lifestyles or changing diets such
as increased meat consumption. Development marks were awarded for the consequential
increase in both deforestation, land degradation and methane emissions. A few candidates
tried to choose multiple different resource demands instead of just expanding on the one
way.
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1 mark was awarded here. The candidate states that superpowers
have large populations that need energy eg oil and gas (1). These
routes though both deal with population so only credit one of them.
The candidate does have some base understanding, however the
majority of the response is generic and lacks sufficient detail to gain
credit. For example, the soft power sentence is irrelevant and the
environmental damage is not specific enough for credit. Finally the
example is too vague on what the environmental impact is in Alaska.

Do not waste time defining terms in these short answer questions.
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4 marks were awarded here. The candidate identifies the resource
demand of food (1) leading to vast areas of forest being removed (1).
This is then extended by outlining there is less carbon sinks (1) leading
to climate change (1).

The candidate could also have scored marks through the flowing route:
resource demand of food (1) leading to vast areas of forest being
removed (1). Followed by the reduction in biodiversity (1) leading to
extinction of species (1).

Candidates should look to identify a clear starter mark and then
extend on this point for a further three marks. Often candidates will
miss out on the fourth available mark.
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Question 2 (b)

Most candidates were able to demonstrate good geographical knowledge and understanding
but many lacked assessment, limiting candidates’ overall marks. The term ‘challenging’
superpower status was not well engaged with by the majority of responses and very few
answers considered emerging powers in relation to existing powers (USA).

Many responses took a tour of the emerging superpowers (China, Brazil, India and Russia)
and looked at their strengths in enabling them to challenge the world order. Population size
featured widely as did access to resources with particular focus on fossil fuels. Cultural
elements were viewed as being the major challenge – ie Russia and China failing on this
front. Whilst this provided some useful insight to the question for some candidates it merely
turned into a summary of each country and therefore these types of response struggled to
move out of level 2.

Alternatively, some candidates structured their response by breaking down the strengths and
weaknesses into economic, social and environmental factors. However, some of these
candidates focused solely on China (which was usually well covered) and therefore there was
a lack of real assessment with few candidates making the link to the USA and to what extent
their power can be realistically challenged.

More successful responses then looked at the USA and its strengths and discussed how
these counteracted those of the emerging powers (military might was a popular theme). Top
Level 3 responses were then able to draw this together by acknowledging the strengths of
the emerging powers, but identifying it would be unlikely that any one emerging power on its
own would be able to challenge the USA, and that what is more probable is a gradual shift to
a more multi-polar world. Some of the strongest responses based their answers around the
superpower pillars and then tied examples to this, making a better point of how the
challenge may be offered.
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10 marks are awarded here.

This response opens with a paragraph that sets out the argument
within the current geopolitical situation well.

It then takes a country by country approach demonstrating relevant
understanding and making supported judgements about their
strengths and weaknesses. The response could have been improved as
the supporting evidence could more detailed, as well as having a
greater focus on the USA and how likely they are to be challenged or
can retain their power status.

The response sits mid-Level 3 as there were areas where the
arguments presented were not fully convincing, eg suggesting that
trade does not approach Brazil.

Overall the response applies knowledge and understanding of
geographical information/ideas to make supported judgements about
the significance of factors throughout the response, leading to a
balanced and coherent argument.

Add a 'judgement' sentence to each paragraph linking back to the
question to help construct a 'coherent argument'. Balance could come
from the range of contrasting examples you include or from seeing
more than one perspective.
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4 marks were awarded here.

The response starts with a basic definition of a superpower but this
lacks depth of understanding. The response then identifies that
superpowers tend to have key features such as a strong agricultural
industry so that they don’t rely on other countries. The candidate
exemplified this through examples of the Philippines and Indonesia
suggesting they don’t know who the emerging superpowers are.

The second paragraph shifts to the challenges and shows no isolated
elements of geographical knowledge and understanding through the
methods of exerting control, ie hard, soft and smart power. The
response then shifts to a flawed argument to support this.

Overall the response demonstrates isolated elements of geographical
knowledge and understanding, some of which is irrelevant. The are no
named superpowers throughout the response highlighting the lack of
support, which are key features of a level 1 response.

Candidates are encouraged with the large tariff questions to take the
time to formulate a plan before they commence writing. This will
enable them to consider what pertinent knowledge they should
include to address the question as well as to consider the selection of
supporting evidence.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

3-mark questions, like the 4-mark questions at Q01(a) and Q02(a), require a starter reason,
extended this time for two further points. They are based on a resource, and there should be
a link to the resource in the answer. This does not have to be a direct quote or use of data,
but might be an idea or an example triggered by the resource.

In this case, the resource showed two photos of before and after regeneration had taken
place in Lee Bank, Birmingham.

Almost all students managed to identify increased green space and/or upgrade of the
buildings as evidence of regeneration. Those who chose the green space route were
generally more likely to score full marks mostly by making the link to how this would either
improve the environment and then make it more appealing to investors, or how it would
improve people’s wellbeing and therefore quality of life.

Some candidates were limited to just one mark as they just described the differences in the
images rather than connecting it back to the concept of regeneration. It is important for
these questions that candidates remember that the first mark is awarded for the use of data
(AO2), followed by two extension marks for explanation.
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3 marks were awarded here.

The candidate has used the resource implicitly by stating there has
been improvement/updated infrastructure (A02 linked mark = 1). They
then gain marks for increased desirability (1) and so increased
investment (1).

You need to make three linked points for these questions. Avoid
introducing a new idea.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal, with
AO1 being awarded 3 marks and AO2 also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the resource
and suggest reasons why stakeholders have different views about the success of
regeneration schemes, such as Lee Bank. Candidates needed to use the resource to gain
ideas and then develop these using geographical knowledge and understanding in their
answer. These ideas do not need to be specifically lifted from the resource, but there should
be a link.

Almost all students managed to identify one reason why stakeholders have different views
including degree of attachment to place, degree to which they are directly affected by the
regeneration and differing priorities for regeneration.

Level 2 responses managed to identify two different stakeholders and then explain what
their views are and why they may differ. Residents were by far the most popular group with
increased housing cost being the reason for their perhaps negative views. Local business
owners were identified as stakeholders who would be pleased due to increased
income/customers. Answers often lacked the complexity to move into the top band. The best
candidates presented conceptual arguments and often developed more than two
stakeholders. Level 3 responses were able to go beyond the resource and use their own
knowledge of regeneration schemes they had studied to look at how the needs of the
original local population may not have been met. The regeneration of Stratford and the
impact on house prices was a popular example given.
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2 marks were awarded here.

The candidate recognises that success will differ due to different
values of stakeholders. The response touches on tech companies but
there is a lack of clarity of what viewpoint they would hold and how
this differs from other stakeholder views. The response is level 1
demonstrating isolated or generic elements of geographical knowledge
and understanding.

Candidates should be reminded to focus on the command word, which
in this case was 'explain'. The response above lacks explanation as to
why the named stakeholder would have the view described.
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6 marks were awarded here. There is a clear use of the resource tied to
the reasons suggested by the candidate. The first reason stated is that
there is variation in the level of engagement and attachment to the
areas and this is also linked to perception. There is a missed
opportunity to explore the idea of perception in more depth.

The candidate has a strong opening sentence identifying that
regeneration schemes fail to target the entire demographic of the area.
The response has two key stakeholders explored and there are some
links to the resource. The answer is then exemplified by the
candidate's own knowledge, in this case Newham. The response is level
3 as it applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information logically to find fully relevant connections/relationships
between stimulus material and the question.

Remember that the 6-mark questions with a resource require
candidates to find connections between the stimulus material (here
the image of a regenerated location such as as Lee Bank) and the
question.
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Question 3 (b)

In contrast to Q3aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge.

Many candidates found this question difficult, predominately because they lacked
understanding of the concept of a local policy. This meant that there was a tendency to go to
a country level with China and its SEZs, or the UK and its deregulation without mentioning
any local decision making/role in it, and this was self-limiting. Those that struggled with
specific policies went down the route of improving transport and how this would encourage
companies to locate in new areas. HS2 featured quite frequently but with mixed success as
some candidates seemed to think that the purpose of HS2 is to allow people in Birmingham
to commute easily to London, rather than stimulating the growth in the Northern
Powerhouse.

Better responses were focused on London with TfL and the Docklands and Jubilee Line
extension being discussed as examples of improved transport connections encouraging
investment in the Docklands. Candidates who focused on the use of Science Parks' tax
breaks tended to score more highly. The decision to have the 2012 Olympics bid in Stratford
was also a popular theme – and stronger responses were able to weave this into local
decision making alongside central government.
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6 marks were awarded.

The candidate has a range of local government policies and these are
exemplified through appropriate places. The opening sentence
outlines understanding of the key purpose of local government
policies. The scale of the policies are appropriate and there is clarity of
explanation as to how these result in inward investment. The second
paragraph is slightly broad, ie Cornwall but we allowed both ideas for
level 3 credit.

Overall the candidate has a clear understanding of the role of their two
chosen locations. There are a range of reasons explored with accurate
and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.

A 'key chain' of linked ideas is a good way to build a Level 3 answer.
Add as many developed ideas as you can.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for
these extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging.
The command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical
connections and relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by
evidence from their geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a
balanced argument with a substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates
between 4 levels of performance with many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks
at Level 3, and few reaching Level 4.

On the whole candidates struggled with this question and for many there was confusion
about the idea of 'connections' and whether this was simply a physical aspect like road/rail or
something more. Answers to this question were largely in the form of an historical narrative
with students explaining how the characteristics of their chosen place has changed over time
rather being structured as an evaluation. As such, most candidates also struggled to make
explicit reference to how connections with other places affected their place or struggled to
provide evaluation as to the extent to which different factors affect the current characteristics
of their place. However, this did mean that answers were often rich with place-specific detail.

Most places chosen were small-scale but a significant number were whole cities (Sheffield,
Blackpool, Liverpool and London) and, in a couple of cases, whole countries (the USA and
China). Popular examples were London Docklands, Liverpool and Birmingham –
predominately inner-city areas where they could discuss the industrial revolution and then
deindustrialisation.

Weaker candidates misinterpreted the question and provided generic evaluation questions
on regeneration in an area (London Docklands again the most popular case study). These
candidates struggled to link these case studies to past and present connections, merely
presenting strengths and weaknesses of the regeneration scheme in a timeless fashion.

Candidates were better at identifying the past connections to explain why their local place
had grown economically – with the industrial revolution, trade (economic characteristics) and
empire/migration (social characteristics) featuring most frequently. Where candidates made
any attempt to separate out the significance of past versus present connections this often
relied wholly on a judgement in a conclusion, with little attempt to make ongoing judgments
or comparison. The main weakness seemed to be that candidates frequently used this
question as a ‘case study dump’, regurgitating knowledge about their chosen place, with
limited consideration of question set.
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The best answers tended to be candidates referring to their local area so knew their case
study knowledge in depth and could even identify different areas within the place which then
built into their overall evaluation of which has influenced most. Places that experienced
deindustrialisation were often done well. These candidates also avoided writing in an overly
descriptive manner, tending to stick to one theme/idea per paragraph and develop a chain of
reasoning incorporating geographical concepts.
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4 marks were awarded here. The introduction starts with a description
of London, but quickly shifts to a national scale perspective and
focuses on the role of trade. The response struggles to link back to the
question focus and the candidate doesn’t address the economic and
social characteristics as required by the question set.

The response is a partial attempt at the question set with no
conclusion.

Overall the response is level 1, demonstrating geographical knowledge
and understanding, which is occasionally relevant but may include
some inaccuracies.
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Make sure you cover all the different elements of the question. In this
question there are four aspects; past/present/economic and social
characteristics that need to be considered.
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14 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins with a brief
introduction that tends to repeat the question. These types of
introductions have no purpose and should instead look to set out to
the examiner the route that the response will take, ie the argument.

The response throughout shows a sense of their chosen local place of
Nottingham and there is clear exemplification to support the response,
especially on the role of education and the paragraph on Lenton. The
response has looked to tackle the past and present connections but it
is less accurate on how these have shaped the economic and social
characteristics of these areas.

The response, like many, takes a story approach and needed more
explanation and ongoing evaluation to be awarded a higher mark.

Overall, the candidate applies knowledge and understanding of
geographical information/ideas to come to a conclusion, partially
supported by an unbalanced argument with limited coherence.
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Centres should consider ensuring the candidates have a clear
structure for writing these longer tariff questions. Many centres used
PEEL (point, explanation, evidence, link to question), but other options
such as PEECE (point, explanation, evidence, counter
argument/evaluation) can provide a clear route through to ensure that
candidates are hitting the criteria for level 3 and 4. In this case the
response needed ongoing evaluation to move into level 4.
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Question 4 (a)(i)

3-mark questions, like the 4-mark questions at Q01(a) and Q02(a), require a starter reason,
extended this time for two further points. They are based on a resource, and there should be
a link to the resource in the answer. This does not have to be a direct quote or use data, but
might be an idea or an example triggered by the resource.

In this case, the resource showed two photos of before and after population change had
taken place in Brick Lane, London.

This question was generally answered well, with many candidates scoring at least 2 out of the
3 marks available. This question required an initial comment on the change they could see in
the photo (for the AO2 mark). Many identified the change from British businesses to a wider
ethnic grouping or picked out shop names. Weaker responses were characterised by
candidates writing multiple AO2 points; identifying something in each photo, but not
identifying the change; identifying something that was visible in both photos.

The AO1 marks were then awarded for plausible explanations. Most candidates remembered
they needed to make a clear link to reasons for demographic change, eg inward migration.
Candidates were then able to link this to increased migration into London and how this then
impacted on the urban landscape. A lot of candidates were able to mention post WW2
migration from former UK colonies – in particular Asia and the Caribbean. The best
responses were able to extend this with a further reason for that change.

Some answers included more than one reason, which could not be credited.
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3 marks were awarded.

The candidate begins by identifying that the food places aren’t
traditionally English (A02 mark 1). The reason given is ‘ethnic change’
(1) and this is linked to more people from around the world ie
international migration (1).

Find the pattern first, in this case a key difference between the two
photos provided and then try and suggest a reason to explain it.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal, with
AO1 being awarded 3 marks and AO2 also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the resource
and suggest reasons why.

Candidates needed to use the resource to gain ideas and then develop these using
geographical knowledge and understanding in their answer. These ideas do not need to be
specifically lifted from the resource, but there should be a link.

A significant number of candidates did not use the figures enough to inspire their answer
and/or they focused on vague groups and their attitudes toward perceived changes. These
responses tended to end up in level 1. However, across the cohort a wide variety of plausible
stakeholders were suggested, including local communities, local media, as well local
countries and individuals.

Level 2 responses went onto to explain the perspective they held about plausible changes to
places. Similarly, to responses in 3aii, stakeholders discussed were mainly local residents –
those that had lived in the area a long time and were unhappy with the changes being made
as they felt excluded/marginalized. Businesses again were by far the most popular
stakeholders who agreed/were pleased with the changes as there was more money to be
made by catering to the new customers.

Being a 6-mark ‘Explain’ question it was likely candidates performed better when they
identified two separate stakeholders each with a very different perspective (which are not the
opposite of each other). The most likely approach was to find one who held a positive view
and another who held a negative view, but others include the scale (eg Local resident vs Local
council) and time scale (long-term resident versus new arrival). There was no one approach
that worked best; the best responses scored level 3 for the detail of their explanation.

45 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



46GCE Geography 9GE0 02



5 marks were awarded here.

The response covers 2 different stakeholders: older, white British
locals and younger migrant stakeholders. For each stakeholder the
reasons for their different perspectives is well explained. Although the
reasons are distinct and well explained in each paragraph, there is
quite a bit of overlap between the two paragraphs hence why the
response was not given full marks.

Overall, the response applies knowledge and understanding to
geographical information logically to find fully relevant
connections/relationships between stimulus material and the
question.

The majority of responses focused solely on the negative connotations
of the changes and very few discussed the positives of multiculturalism
in these contexts. Centres should look to explore a range of
perspectives on this topic to ensure a more balanced view.
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2 marks were awarded.

The response is largely generic with limited knowledge and
understanding linked to the resource. The response mentions one
stakeholder, ie shoppers, but this is not explored. The response
demonstrates isolated elements of geographical knowledge and
understanding, some of which may be inaccurate or irrelevant.

This means this is a Level 1 response, with generic elements of
geographical knowledge and understanding.

Remember that the 6-mark questions with a resource require
candidates to find connections between the stimulus material and the
question. You are then able to use your own knowledge and
understanding to answer the question.
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Question 4 (b)

In contrast to Q4aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge. In
this question, candidates were asked explain why some urban areas are perceived as
undesirable by some groups.

Weaker candidates struggled to identify different groups who live in urban areas, sometimes
with some quite stereotypical (or contradictory) ideas about their views on urban areas. A
surprising number of candidates wrote about why people would want to move to rural areas,
missing the focus of the question. Although it was possible to make an explanation more
relevant, in practice this was not successful

Many candidates did not fully develop points; if they did identity a group (eg elderly people)
they might have given one reason why they might find urban areas less desirable (eg because
it’s too noisy) but couldn’t elaborate further. These kinds of responses were very generic or
stereotypical, and ignored the fact that most older people do live in urban areas. Better
responses focused on the differences between city centre and suburbs, or urban in contrast
to rural. The latter was trickier and generated weaker responses overly focused on life in
rural areas.

By contrast, candidates who focused on (for example) de-industrialisation then went onto to
explain the consequent problems in the built environment and the perceptions thus created
for different groups. The best responses seemed inspired by the idea that identity (which
characterises the Diverse Places topic) might be considered in terms of DWAGES (Disability,
Wealth, Age, Gender, Ethnicity, Sexuality). That might have given opportunity to write about
ideas such as ‘white flight’, or ‘counter-urbanisation’ or ‘gentrification’.
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5 marks were awarded here.

Two different groups of (age and ethnicity) are discussed in the
candidate response and these are connected to distinctive reasons.
The second paragraph is stronger than the first, meaning that it
achieves a level 3 but does not gain full marks. Overall the candidate
response demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge
and understanding throughout, with a good range of supporting
evidence.

Candidates should be able to bring in their own knowledge about
specific places to support their answer, so the majority of the answers
tended to focus on ‘inner city areas’ being less favourable to older
residents or those with younger families due to noise/pollution and
lack of green space. Few answers recognised the stakeholders in
different areas of the city, eg suburbs/ Rural-urban fringe and why they
might hold different viewpoints.
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2 marks were awarded here.

The response focuses on one key group, ie age variations and how
these influence perception of urban areas. This is a narrow range of
ideas and the response lacks understanding that there are variations
in how older demographics may perceive urban areas.

Overall the candidate addresses a narrow range of geographical ideas,
which lack detail.
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Candidates should look to ensure that they are presenting contrasting
views of different stakeholders in questions such as these, with clearly
explained reasons for why the stakeholders hold different
perspectives.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for
these extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging.
The command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical
connections and relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by
evidence from their geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a
balanced argument with a substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates
between 4 levels of performance with many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks
at Level 3, and few reaching Level 4.

The specification requires centres to teach students about their local place and a contrasting
place. This question focused on just one and provided an opportunity for candidates to write
about 4 aspects: – past connections, present connections, cultural characteristics and
demographic characteristics, before making a judgement about which connections influence
their place in which way. Typically, responses focused on ethnicity and age. However, there
were some interesting interpretations on the idea of culture (eg shared meanings) which the
mark scheme allowed for.

Level 2 responses established the way past or present connections influenced either cultural
or demographic characteristics. They typically showed realistic and interesting knowledge.
The most likely way to achieve level 3 was then to consider both past and present or cultural
and demographic characteristics. Typically, that meant reflection on historical economic
changes and contrasting it with more recent migration; candidates generally wrote better
about past connections than the present. The very best (level 4) often discussed all elements,
but there were not many of these, perhaps reflecting candidates being prepared to write
about 2 places and offer a comparison (perhaps if they had prepared for previous 9GE02
questions). The best answers were clear about local specific information.

It is worth noting that candidates who wrote about very large geographical areas (eg London/
Cornwall) were therefore unlikely to be able to score well. Equally, centres should be
discouraged from using generic terms like ‘ethnic enclave’, when the scale does not warrant
it. For example, Crawley cannot be considered an ‘ethnic enclave’, particularly given its
population is ~70% White British.

Finally, a 20-mark ‘Evaluate’ question requires a conclusion. Many candidates have learnt this.
Some were often quite superficial, however, for example picking ‘a side of the argument’.
Better responses gave a reason or some justification. Better conclusions went further to
reflect on whether past or present had a bigger impact on either demographic or cultural
characteristics, and the reasons for that in their chosen location.
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17 marks were awarded here.

The response focuses on Southampton as a whole rather than
considering the variations within the area, so there was a potential for
largely generic connections to be considered. There is however
ongoing evaluation throughout and the response demonstrates clear
explanation and links to demographic and cultural impacts. Whilst
achieving level 4, the response could have been improved with greater
use of supporting evidence which may have been more applicable at a
ward rather than city level. The response has however focused on a
range of past and present connections. Overall the response applies
knowledge and understanding of geographical information/ideas to
find fully logical and relevant connections/relationships.

Candidates are encouraged with the large tariff questions to take the
time to formulate a plan before they commence writing. This will
enable them to consider what pertinent knowledge they should
include to address the question as well as to consider the selection of
supporting evidence.
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4 marks were awarded here.

The response has areas of inaccuracy and the candidate has been
challenged by their choice of location and would have been better to
focus in on either their local or contrasting place. The response
touches upon the role of colonialisation but other than this the
connections to the question are loose. There is an attempt to link to
refugees but this is inaccurately linked to NATO. They have made a
connection which fits level 2; however the response on the whole fits
the level 1 criteria. There is no attempt at a conclusion either which
further limits the candidate’s marks. Overall the candidate applies
knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas, making limited
and rarely logical connections/relationships.

20-mark ‘Evaluate’ question require a conclusion. Conclusions can be
quite superficial, for example picking ‘a side of the argument’. Better
responses give a reason or some justification.
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Question 5 (a)(i)-(iii)

5(a)(i)

The majority of candidates were able to work out the value of d2 for the United States.
However, a small minority incorrectly added a minus before the 49, not recognising that the
squaring of numbers removes that negative value.

5(a)(ii)

A surprising number of candidates were unable to calculate the sum of d2 from the values in
the table. It appeared that these candidates had not been exposed to the symbol Σ and
therefore were unsure what this meant and how to calculate it, despite it being shown in the
heading of the table.

5(a)(iii)

This question highlighted a significant variability in the candidate’s ability to tackle this maths
question. There were a number of different errors, outlined below:

Some candidates forgot to complete the final step, ie to take their value away from 1.
Some candidates did not round correctly.
Many students were able to place the correct data into the correct part of the formula –
for example, candidates were unsure what the 'n' value was.
A reasonable handful of students did not even attempt this element of the question.
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Question 5 (a)(iv)

As with Q03(a)(ii) and Q04(a)(ii), when answering a 6-mark question with a resource, the
resource should be used as a stimulus for the response.

This question provided a real variety in the quality and focus of the answer. Most candidates
could identify a link between health expenditure and life expectancy. However, a significant
majority did not comment on the strength of the relationship between the two factors and
then didn't incorporate examples or merely offered mirror image statements.

Level 1 responses tended to be focused solely on the data, regurgitating the trends amongst
the health expenditure and life expectancy whereas others ignored the data or maybe just
mentioned one bit of data.

Level 2 responses looked for plausible suggestions regarding the ability to provide better
healthcare facilities, doctors and medication, as well as education on healthier lifestyles.
However, often the reasons were not developed; for example, students mentioned bad diets
but did not explain what was bad about them.

The strongest answers were able to marry the two elements up, using the data to support
points and provide plausible understanding whilst also identifying anomalies such as the
USA, which allowed a more reflective consideration of the relationship. Some common
responses referred to countries such as the UK providing free healthcare (NHS) whereas in
the USA private healthcare is expensive and some people are unable to access the healthcare
they need.
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6 marks were awarded here.

The overall relationship is identified and explained well and the
candidate demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding
throughout. Comments on the extent to which the relationship is
significant at the 95% level are thoughtful.

Overall, the candidate applies their knowledge and understanding to
geographical information logically to find relevant connections
between stimulus material and the question.
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4 marks were awarded here.

The candidate has inferred the expected relationship but this is not
tackled explicitly. The response has good reasons offered for USA's
position and offers intelligent comments about why the relationship
may not be accurate in a private healthcare system. The candidate
needed to use the information from the question to cover what the
relationship is and then why the USA does not fit this. The response
has a narrow range so is unable to access level 3 marks.

When presented with data candidates should be encouraged to
question the outcome or selection of the data as part of their
response.
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Question 5 (b)

The 8-mark essay questions have similar marking criteria to 6-mark essay questions. A 'broad
range' of geographical ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed'. This
would mean at least two ideas or themes. Exemplification is almost essential though not
specified.

In this 8-mark question, candidates were asked to explain why the degree of freedom of
speech varies between countries.

The majority of answers here included some consideration of the role of government in
freedom of speech, in particular North Korea and the censorship provided there. Whilst most
answers used named examples of places, many were superficial and showed limited
understanding of how the country really impacted on freedom of speech. Stronger answers
considered a range of factors affecting it, such as governance, religious and cultural
difference, participation in Human Rights conventions, amongst others. Many candidates
focused on the restrictive countries but not many explained that citizens of countries such as
the UK or USA have a legal right to freedom of speech and that it is part of the US
constitution.

The use of India in this answer was often executed poorly with regular reference to India
being the world’s biggest democracy and therefore speech being free. Centres should
consider the discussion of populism and polarising politics which is exactly what we have
seen in an increasingly autocratic India where Muslim communities have been actively
persecuted and many foreign journalists expelled.

Too frequently candidates equated freedom of speech with the right to vote. Understanding
the difference in human rights is critical to success in questions where a particular human
right is named.

It was also noted that a large number of candidates rely on the use of predominantly Muslim
countries (eg Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan) to answer questions about variations in human
rights. There seems to be an assumption that ‘Sharia Law’ is contrary to all ‘human rights’.
Some candidates were able to make a stronger case that women may be prevented from
talking to men outside of their family which may restrict their ability to express themselves
(although this didn’t go as far as to say they may be restricted from talking to journalists) or
go on protests if they don’t have a male relative prepared to escort them. Too many equated
other examples of gender inequality with a lack of the right to freedom of expression
including being able to drive. Centres should look to ensure that they are teaching material in
an informed way so that candidates do not have a generalised understanding of Islam and
Muslim countries which risks reinforcing misconceptions.
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3 marks were awarded here.

The candidate produces a brief response with some basic ideas and
just enough explanation to get into level 2. This is shown by an attempt
to explain why some authoritarian governments may restrict freedom
of speech.

Overall, the candidate demonstrates mostly relevant knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates should consider which reasons they want to lead with to
ensure that they are tackling the ‘explain’ command word.
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8 marks were awarded here.

The response starts with an accurate definition of freedom of speech
and the whole response links well to the question focus on freedom of
speech. A range of relevant examples are given, looking at freedom of
speech both within and between countries. The candidate has a
nuanced approach that receives credit.

Overall the candidate demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.

To achieve level 3 marks, candidates should be including a range of
supporting examples and data.
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Question 5 (c)

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view
that geopolitical interventions are always controversial. Candidates should look for words
such as ‘always’ as they are highlighting that it is not as simple as a yes/no and that debate
should be expected and welcomed.

Candidates found this question challenging, although a basic balanced approach arguing in
favour and against the statement worked well, as well as a substantiated rational conclusion.

There was a good range of geopolitical interventions discussed for this response and many
candidates drew on a range of different types of interventions, with suitable examples to
support. Candidates showed a clear understanding of intervention, with many defining it
early on. A range of types of intervention were discussed, although military was by far the
most common, as students were able to evaluate its level of controversy. As with the previous
20-mark questions, evaluation was the key thing that held candidates back as responses
tended to be descriptive and at times lacked explanation as to why the interventions could
be viewed as controversial.

Weaker candidates struggled in balancing the different types of geopolitical interventions
and tended to describe types of intervention. These candidates focused on just telling the
story of different conflicts rather than evaluating why they could be controversial.

Level 2 responses tend to lead with generalisations such as the idea that aid provided to Haiti
was not controversial because it helped them after a disaster. Case study inaccuracies were
common, for example mixing up Syria and Libya and some saying the Iraq invasion of 2003
was led by the UN to assassinate Gaddafi.

The more successful responses compared their chosen examples, with most candidates
focusing on Iraq, Afghanistan and Yugoslavia. The most successful answers gave a range of
interventions from military to aid, embargoes, and development aid; they then evaluated in
the conclusion which type was often more controversial than others. However very few
appreciated that their viewpoint was democratically based and westernised and did not
consider the issue that people of different cultures and backgrounds have a right to self-
determination.
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18 marks were awarded here.

This response starts well with a clear introduction setting out the
argument that is going to be made. It covers both military intervention
and aid and these are supported with relevant and accurate examples.
There is ongoing evaluation and thoughtful comments (eg multilateral
aid not tackling corruption). The argument is balanced and coherent
with a clear structure.

It does not achieve full marks as there are errors in omissions in the
knowledge of the candidate.

Overall, the response demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout. There is a
rational, substantiated conclusion, fully supported by a balanced
argument that is drawn together coherently.

Candidates would do well to spend the time planning their responses
before tackling the question set. Here the candidate has made some
attempt to do this but it is advised that this is an important part of
these 20 mark questions.
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Question 6 (a)(i)-(iii)

6(a)(i)

The majority of candidates were able to work out the value of d2 for Iceland. However, a
small minority incorrectly added a minus before the 25, not recognising that the squaring of
numbers removes that negative value.

6(a)(ii)

A surprising number of candidates were unable to calculate the sum of d2 from the values in
the table. It appeared that these candidates had not been exposed to the symbol Σ and
therefore were unsure what this meant and how to calculate it, despite it being shown in the
heading of the table.

6(a)(iii)

This question highlighted a significant variability in the candidate’s ability to tackle this maths
question. There were a number of different errors, outlined below:

Some candidates forgot to complete the final step, ie to take their value away from 1.
Some candidates did not round correctly.
Many students were able to place the correct data into the correct part of the formula –
for example, candidates were unsure what the 'n' value was.
A reasonable handful of students did not even attempt this element of the question.
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Question 6 (a)(iv)

As with Q03(a)(ii) and Q04(a)(ii), when answering a 6-mark question with a resource, the
resource should be used as a stimulus for the response. This answer needed to use
information derived from the resource (AO2) and develop ideas using the candidate's own
knowledge and ideas (AO1). Many answers achieved one of these assessment objectives, but
not both.

There were some interesting responses to this question with many good attempts to use the
material in the resources to speculate on reasons why countries had different cultural
diversity scores. Weaker responses became fixated on the data and this resulted in answers
that were highly descriptive, with very little explanation offered for the reasons. Typically,
candidates stated the obvious relationships (ie the positive relationship), but better
responses then went on to write about the anomalies. In this regard, not many picked up on
Iceland’s low cultural diversity score, which could have prompted an interesting comment on
Iceland’s pursuit of cultural homogeneity. Better responses recognised the role of
government policy in places like Japan and Singapore.

The very best candidates also made a link between different factors, but this was not
required for a 6-mark ‘Suggest’ question.
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6 marks were awarded here.

The candidate begins by outlining the general trend and uses two
contrasting examples (UAE and Japan) with relevant reasons given. The
candidate then considers proportionality which should be
commended. The data selected to support arguments is good.

Overall the candidate applies knowledge and understanding to
geographical information logically to find fully relevant
connections/relationships between the stimulus material and the
question.

When presented with data candidates should be encouraged to
question the outcome or selection of the data as part of their
response.
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Question 6 (b)

The 8-mark essays have a similar marking criterion to 6-mark essays. A 'broad range' of
geographical ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed'. This would
usually mean at least two ideas or themes. Exemplification is a useful route for many
candidates, though not essential. In this question, candidates were asked to explain why
political and economic events change the pattern of international migration.

There were many good answers to this question. Candidates provided many relevant case
studies including the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, or the influence of Brexit on different flows
of migration into the UK. Weaker responses confused the idea of ‘events’, rather than
‘factors’, or wrote about ‘internal’ rather than ‘international’ migration. The very best
responses were able to refer to migration theory, eg relative deprivation, neoliberal economic
theory. This was not a necessity for full marks, but provided interesting reading for
examiners and suggests some centres are providing in-depth explanation of how migration
occurs, rather than just learning factors.

Political events used to answer this question tended to be conflict (particularly the Russia-
Ukraine war) and Brexit. Students used these to explain but often didn’t really offer much in
the way of details about the impacts of these events. The 2008 crash was a popular choice
for the economic event. Students generally tried to explain both but often they didn’t explain
in enough depth or breadth given this was an 8-mark question – they tended to write about
the same as for a 6-mark question (although this may be due to running out of time).

The vast majority of candidates were able to explain reasons why political and economic
events changes the pattern of immigration. Some responses were imbalanced, insofar as
addressing one in more detail than the other, or perhaps not making explicit reference to
political and economic events. As in Q6(a)(iv), the most significant barrier to candidates
scoring in the upper mark band was the depth and extension of detail in their explanation
which occasionally lacked that use or manipulation of specific data which would draw on
their own understanding and would, in theory, push the candidates into the upper mark
band.

81 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



82GCE Geography 9GE0 02



4 marks were awarded here.

The candidate has tried to cover both political and economic issues
through the use of the Polish migration example and the war in
Ukraine. The response in places is too generic to achieve higher marks.

Overall the candidate addresses a range of geographical ideas, which
are not fully detailed and/or developed.

Candidates should consider which reasons they want to lead with to
ensure that they are tackling the ‘explain’ command word.
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6 marks were awarded here.

The candidate's response focuses on two key reasons: war and joining
a trade bloc. The example of the trade bloc is applied economically as
it mentions less economically developed countries joining such as
Poland and then correctly links this to high paying jobs being sought.
Syria and Ukraine are valid examples and well used by the candidate in
this response.

Overall, this level 3 response demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.

Make sure you tackle all parts of these short essay questions.
Examples should always be included to help you build a fuller answer.
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Question 6 (c)

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view
that westernisation poses the most serious threat to national identity in many countries.

Although this question was well answered by many candidates, there were as many who
struggled to differentiate between globalisation and ‘westernisation’. Many candidates were
able to introduce their responses with an effective definition of westernisation and the
concept of national identity. There was exemplification of the process of westernisation and
how this manifests itself in places at a range of scales and recognising the complexities of
both westernisation and national identity.

The weakest responses did not consider the impact change had on culture, particularly in
regard to national identity. The explanations were often superficial, and quickly moved on to
write about migration as an alternative threat. At the lower mark bands candidates merely
provide a broad-brush commentary on westernisation without development of the concept
of national identity.

Middle band responses tended to focus on the role of Western TNCs causing change to Asian
diets (eg the role of McDonalds). Centres do need to correct the idea that eating McDonald’s
food is evidence of the erosion of local culture or national identity; for example, what is being
eaten less, as a result? Too many candidates assumed ‘Food culture’ is synonymous with
‘national identity. Migration was a popular theme as why westernisation wasn’t the only/
main threat to national identity. However, many candidates struggled to go beyond
explaining the different ways westernisation is a threat to national identity and as a result did
not have any evaluation of that view.

At the top levels the responses really drilled down into what westernisation and national
identity are from the outset with some decent definitions. Candidates' judgements were
detailed and they recognised how westernisation had been not only a threat, but did, in
some cases, support the concept of national identity. They also recognised that there are
factors other than westernisation which are a threat to national identity. Migration was a
common counterargument to westernisation and how cultural assimilation and diffusion can
impact on national identity. Thus, their conclusions were plausible with strong use of
statistics to support their judgements and conclusions.

There were many interesting examples used, for example Barbie dolls banned in Pakistan,
French radios playing 40% French music, China’s ‘Great Firewall’. By contrast it was notable
that very few candidates commented on themes previously written about in 9GE02 exams, eg
internal disunity in Catalonia, or about acquisition of land and or property posing a risk to
identity too. Finally, it is worth centres considering whether the French policy of ‘L’exception
Culturelle’ can genuinely be used as evidence of a country resisting Western culture.
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19 marks were awarded here.

The response starts with a detailed definition of westernisation and a
hint at national identity. The response overall is well written with good
use of geographical terminology throughout. There is a range of ideas
supported with accurate examples. There is ongoing evaluation and a
valid conclusion.

The conclusion could have been extended as it is states that
westernisation has taken the largest toll but could have provided a
clear rationale for this view for full marks.

Overall the candidate applies knowledge and understanding of
geographical information/ideas to come to a rational, substantiated
conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argument that is drawn
together coherently.

90GCE Geography 9GE0 02



In an essay like this with several different examples, an evaluative
approach which weighs the evidence and makes a summary statement
is good practice.
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Paper Summary

Centres may consider the need for a greater amount of teaching time to be spent upon a
number of key areas which underperformed in this exam series. These include:

International political and economic organisations (P: role of World Trade Organisation
(WTO), International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank) have contributed to globalisation
through the promotion of free trade policies and foreign direct investment (FDI). (3.2)
Different stakeholders (local and national governments, local businesses and residents)
will assess success using contrasting criteria; their views will depend on the meaning and
lived experiences of an urban place and the impact of change on both the reality and the
image of that place. (4A.11c)
Local government policies aim to represent areas as being attractive for inward
investment. (4A.8)
Past and present connections have shaped the economic and social characteristics of your
chosen places. (4A.3)
How past and present connections have shaped the demographic and cultural
characteristics of your chosen places. (4B.3)
Some superpowers and emerging powers have transitioned to more democratic
governments but the degree of democratic freedom varies (comparison of an
authoritarian and a democratic system); the protection of human rights and degree of
freedom of speech varies. (8A.5b)
Descriptive measures of difference and association from the following statistical tests: t-
tests, Spearman’s rank, chi-squared; inferential statistics and the foundations of relational
statistics, including measures of correlation and lines of best fit on a scatter plot.
(Appendix 1)
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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