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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this
year’s A Level paper 1A, which deals with the crusades: c1095-1204. This year's paper proved
to be accessible and well received by candidates who produced some excellent responses.
Answers were broadly in line with the indicative content in the mark scheme, but some
candidates offered information and analysis beyond that which we anticipated. In section C
the extracts offered no difficulties for the majority of candidates and provided an accessible
interpretative framework.

The advice offered to centres and candidates remains unchanged from last year.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting any of the second order concepts of
cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity/ difference and significance with a time
frame of not less than ten years. Section B offers a further choice of essays using an
extended time frame of not less than one third of that offered by the specification as a
whole. Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given extracts. It
assesses analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in
the main appeared to organise their time effectively, although there were some cases of
candidates not completing one of the three responses within the time allocated. Examiners
did note a number of scripts that posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay
sections, and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt,
an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying
the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of
candidates, often otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main
factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and
understanding in a manner suited to the different demands of questions in these two
sections in terms of the greater depth of knowledge required where section A questions
targeted a shorter period, as compared to the more careful selection generally required for
the section B questions covering a broader timespan.

Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The
generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for
awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels.
Candidates do need to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure
that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.
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In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss
different arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical
interpretations. Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the
different views, exploring the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the
light of the evidence offered by both the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge.
Such responses tended to avoid attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited
to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of an extract on the basis of it offering less factual
evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider how far they agree that castle building was the
most important feature of Baldwin I's consolidation of crusader territory in the years
1100-18.

This was the more popular question in section A of the paper and candidates found it
accessible and straight forward, being able to offer some material on the defensive
requirements of the crusader states and the importance of castles therein. Although the
main focus was rightly on the defensive role of castles quite a few candidates explored the
role of castles as centres of administration, as well as their role in helping to establish a
European, feudal polity.

At the top end candidates were able to grasp the precarity of the newly conquered territories
and understood consolidation in terms of defence and the development of a dominant
Christian power. A few candidates, after considering castle building, developed a compelling
argument about the primacy of Jerusalem providing a centre of political and religious
authority without which consolidation would have been more difficult. There was also a very
good grasp of the importance of seaports and trade with about half the candidates making
the case that this was more important than castle building in the consolidation of the
crusader territories.

The majority of candidates were able to develop an answer round the given factor of castle
building and weigh this against other factors. Candidates could generally name at least one
important castle and offer some understanding of the difficulties in pegging back the Muslim
attacks. On the whole this question was well answered.

Less successful candidates tended to assert the importance of castle building without
providing evidence, and turned the answer onto areas they were more familiar with such as
seaports. Some candidates struggled with the time frame and brought in material from the
reign of Baldwin Il. In particular, quite a few candidates referred to the role of the military
orders and the threat of Nur al-Din.
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Y ‘{ ResultsPlus
/---. Examiner Comments

This is a clip from a response at the top of level 4. The candidate offers
some good analysis of the defensive value of castles and their
importance in consolidation. There is a range of other factors that
contributed to consolidation, including Muslim divisions, the dynamic
rule of Baldwin himself and the capture of seaports. There is some
discussion and an evaluative conclusion. Clearly this response meets
the level 4 descriptor of establishing the criteria by which the question
can be judged.

It falls short of the sustained analysis required at level 5 but is a secure
level 4 response.
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Plus
\ Examiner Tip
This question asks candidates to assess the importance of castle
building in the consolidation of crusader territory. So, candidates need
to know something about both castles and the role they played in
consolidation. The mark scheme looks for candidates deploying 'the
criteria by which a judgement is reached', and this means that
candidates should show how building castles led to one aspect of
consolidation such as the defence of seaports, or the defence of a
particular county.

It is not enough to say that Baldwin | built castles and fortified towns,
so he must have thought it important. While this is true, it is much
better to nail it down with a specific link to consolidation. Unless we
think about making our argument concrete we fall into the trap of
simply offering good information on a range of factors without getting
to grips with how important each of them is.
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Question 2

Question 2 asked candidates to consider how accurate it is to say that Saladin’s power, in the
years 1169-87, came mainly from his control of Egypt. There were some very good answers
to this question. Clearly students have enjoyed learning about this topic. The majority of
candidates had good knowledge concerning Saladin's life and how he rose to power.

At the top end candidates understood how vital control of Egypt was in the balance of power
between Christian and Muslim forces. Saladin was shown to have carefully cultivated his
power over Egypt after he became vizier, and most suggested that Saladin clearly understood
how to use Egypt as the launch pad for his power grab after Nur al-Din's death. Beyond
Saladin's base in Egypt candidates tended to look at his careful acquisition of Damascus and
other cities that gave him supremacy over Syria, as well as his role as leader of jihad. A few
candidates ventured to explore Saladin's shrewd diplomacy and subtle political skills as well
as his obvious military prowess.

A number of candidates showed good knowledge of Saladin and Egypt but were unable to
weigh his control of Egypt against other sources of his power, and tended to assert, for
example, that Saladin's control of Egypt led to his victory at Hattin, or his takeover of Syria.

Less successful candidates tended to describe particular aspects of Saladin's life and
character.
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(Section A continued)
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+ Examiner Comments

There were some excellent responses to this question, and this is a
good example of a top level 5 answer.

The candidate offers a sophisticated analysis of the potential pitfalls
Saladin avoided by uniting the Muslims under a Sunni leadership. The
candidate shows exactly why Egypt was crucial to Saladin's power and
keeps returning to it throughout the essay. A good range of
explanations for Saladin's power are discussed with detailed evidence
and analysis. The question is answered in full, and with an impressive
grasp of the issues.

This response was awarded level 5, 20 marks.

A . ResultsPlus
ey

Examiner Tip
Maintaining focus on the demands of the question is essential. When
planning an answer, it is useful to think how each section of evidence
relates to the focus of the question. This candidate has a relentless
focus on the question, and this leads to a good discussion and
evaluation of key points. Try to remember the three buzz words that
make a good answer possible: evidence, discussion, judgement.
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\(/K ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a clip from a good level 4 response. There is clarity, some good
detail, a bit of discussion and it is well organised. This candidate has

planned and executed a very good answer and was awarded level 4,
16.

\< ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
When a question asks you to consider which cause is the most
important, in this case it is what caused Saladin's power, it is important
to plan your response. Deal with the given factor first, and in this case,
it is Egypt, and then look at other factors that gave Saladin power. This
is key to getting a mark at level 4 because it means there is a basis to

weigh the importance of a number of factors and make a clear
judgement.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates how accurate it is to say that the main duty of knights, in the
years 1095-1192, continued to be the protection of pilgrims. This proved to be the more
challenging question in section B, however, this is generally the case with change and
continuity questions.

Successful candidates were able to frame their answers within the continuing importance of
Jerusalem as the destination of pilgrims and understood that popes had included the need to
protect pilgrims as part of their crusading mission to take and defend the city. At this level
candidates drew on a continuity from pope Urban's speech at Clermont, through the
development of the military orders to the Treaty of Jaffa in 1192. The feudal duty of knights
to serve their lords in battle was another thread used to exemplify continuity. Change was
exemplified with reference to chivalric values widening the feudal duty of knights to include
more spiritual goals, and the development of the military orders as warrior monks, and their
role in manning castles and protecting trade routes.

Less successful candidates struggled with change and continuity and the word 'duty’ in the
question. This led to candidates losing sight of the time frame as a whole and providing
evidence from different periods. Typically, this might mean looking at the First Crusade, the
rise of Muslim power, and possibly the Third Crusade. The focus of the question was often
shifted from change and continuity to looking for similarities and differences. Less successful
candidates also took duty to mean what motivated knights to go on crusade. This led to the
description of evidence marginally relevant to the focus of the question, such as indulgences
and the acquisition of wealth.
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Y { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This is a clip from a successful, level 4, response to this question. In this
passage the candidate deals with the continued need to protect
pilgrims as part of the crusading mission to take and defend
Jerusalem. The response covers the time frame and offers generally
accurate detail organised around change and continuity, although the
focus is not entirely secure.

There is good detail on the importance of pilgrimage to Christians and
why this was central to the crusading mission. Chivalric duties and the
role of the military orders are also considered.

If this response had a better evaluation of change and continuity this
would have pushed the mark to level 5. This answer was awarded level
4, 16 marks.

\ Examiner Tip

Selecting the right question for you is the key to exam success. Some
candidates chose this question because they had good knowledge
about knights and their reasons for going on crusade, but they never
checked that they understood the full demands of the question. These
candidates had the knowledge but lacked how to deploy it successfully.

A change and continuity question asks candidates to consider what
changed and how far it changed, compared to what stayed the same.
Therefore, the judgement that has to be made at the end is about
whether there was more change, or more continuity.
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Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider whether Richard | provided the most significant
example of effective crusader leadership in the years 1095-1192. This was the more popular
question in section B and provided a range of responses. Most candidates agreed with the
lead in the question and were able to offer good evidence about the effectiveness of
Richard's leadership. Candidates generally knew about Richard's extensive preparations for
crusade, his astute military tactics and his diplomacy, as well as some of the negatives such
as his relationship with Philip I, and his failure to retake Jerusalem. Candidates' main rival to
Richard | was Godfrey of Bouillon whose role in the capture of Jerusalem in 1099 compared
well to the outcome of the Third Crusade.

At the top end candidates showed a breadth of knowledge and a real commitment to
Richard's historical legacy, both positive and negative. These responses were interesting to
read and showed how much candidates have enjoyed studying this topic. The best answers
covered the period and took in evidence from the three crusades. The focus on significance
was well maintained overall.

Less successful candidates tended to focus on Richard alone and made, at best, simplistic
references to the First and Second Crusades.
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Examiner Comments

This is a clip from a good level 4 response. The candidate shows good
knowledge about Richard's strengths and weaknesses but could have

spent more time on weighing Richard's effective leadership against

other crusade leaders. Nevertheless, the comparison with Godfrey of
Bouillon is well made and this response was awarded level 4, 15
marks.

- V ResultsPlus
\/

) Examiner Tip

Essays in section B cover a longer time frame than section A. Plan to
cover the time frame before you start writing.
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N 2{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response at level 5. The main feature of this
essay is the thoughtful way the candidate establishes the criteria by
which to make a judgement. The candidate weighs the effectiveness of
crusader leaders in terms of territory gained, the inspiration they
stimulated in their followers, and the extent to which they cooperated
with co-leaders.

This is carried out effectively. This response was awarded level 5, 18
marks.

'/ \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
The strength of this response is the way the time frame is covered and
common features of leadership that are used to weigh effectiveness
and reach a sustained judgement.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates how convincing they found the view that it is misguided to
blame one specific individual for the failure of the Fourth Crusade.

The extracts provided sufficiently contrasting interpretations for candidates to analyse them
and deploy their arguments successfully. The vast majority of candidates were able to make
the case for and against blaming one specific individual and weighed this argument against
the role of specific individuals, and especially that of Innocent IIl.

At the top end candidates were able to establish an overview of the debate in the extracts
and develop and critique the rival interpretations. Opinion was fairly evenly divided on the
guilt or otherwise of the individuals referred to. Some of the best answers developed the
case against conspiracy theories and brought in solid, decisive evidence from their own
knowledge to counter these. A common approach by successful candidates was to look at
the changing responsibilities of those involved, with Innocent's flawed preparations leading
to the transgressions against Zara and Constantinople by Dandolo and the crusade leaders.

At level three candidates tended to spend a little too long explaining what the extracts were
saying, before adding in some own knowledge of their own to expand on the evidence in
them. At this level judgement tended to be about the quality of the extract rather than the
interpretations in them.

Less successful candidates tended to focus on the veracity of the extracts, picking out points
in isolation and judging whether or not this was confirmed by own knowledge. At this level
judgement tended to be asserted in favour of one extract over the other.
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< / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response at level 4. The candidate clearly
understands that the extracts offer rival interpretations, and
successfully analyses the argument in each by developing the points of
interpretation and offering criticism. However, the response could
really do with more comparison of the interpretations with each other.

A good level 4 answer, this response was awarded 15 marks.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The extracts on offer will both have strengths and weaknesses. This
candidate shows this very well and brings their own knowledge to bear
on crucial issues. However, the analysis has to lead to a judgment
about which side of the argument is strongest. Therefore, it is a good
idea to move from one extract to the other when discussing an issue
common to both.
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< { ResultsPlus

~ Examiner Comments
This is an example of work at level 5. The candidate carefully sets out
the issues affecting the debate about the Fourth Crusade in the
introduction. This is useful in contextualising the interpretations in the
extracts. This clip includes an excellent exposition of how to analyse
and critique one of the extracts. The own knowledge is not just added
in to beef up extract 1. The own knowledge is used to test the
substance of the arguments in the extracts.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This candidate clearly brought knowledge of how to handle the debate
into the exam room. This is the key in getting a good mark on the
section C question. Too often candidates think they can simply rely on
what is in the extracts, but this is never the case. Preparing knowledge
of the debate helps in selecting the important evidence that will test
the extracts and deliver a sustained argument and judgement.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A/B responses:
Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

e Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question

e Sufficient consideration given to the issue in the question (eg main factor), as well as some
other factors

e Explain their judgement fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but
demonstrate their reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in
order to justify their judgements

e Focus carefully on the second order concept targeted in the question

e Give consideration to timing, to enable themselves to complete all three question with
approximately the same time given over to each one

e An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question -
eg a realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions

Common issues which hindered performance:

e Pay little heed to the precise demands of the question, eg write about the topic without
focusing on the question, or attempt to give an answer to a question that hasn't been
asked - most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order
concepts as causation questions

e Answer a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the
question (eg looking at other causes/consequences with only limited reference to that
given in the question)

e Answers which only gave a partial response, eg a very limited span of the date range, or
covered the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues

e Assertion of change, causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of the
question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change, cause, of
the issue within the question.

e Judgement is not reached, or not explained

e Alack of detail
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Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification

Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong
focus on these as views on the question

A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, eg consideration of their differences,
attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits

Careful use of own knowledge, eg clearly selected to relate to the issues raised within the
sources, confidently using this to examine the arguments made, and reason through these
in relation to the given question; at times, this meant selection over sheer amount of
knowledge

Careful reading of the extracts, to ensure the meaning of individual statements and
evidence within these were used in the context of the broader arguments made by the
authors

Attempts to see beyond the stark differences between sources, eg consideration of the
extent to which they disagreed, or attempts to reconcile their arguments

Common issues which hindered performance:

Limited use of the extracts, or an imbalance in this, eg extensive use of one, with limited
consideration of the other

Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations
Using the extracts merely as sources of support

Arguing one extract is superior to the other on the basis that it offers more factual
evidence to back up the claims made, without genuinely analysing the arguments offered
Heavy use of own knowledge, or even seemingly pre-prepared arguments, without real
consideration of these related to the arguments in the sources

Statements or evidence from the source being used in a manner contrary to that given in
the sources, eg through misinterpretation of the meaning of the arguments, or lifting of
detail without thought to the context of how it was applied within the extract

A tendency to see the extracts as being polar opposites, again seemingly through
expectation of this, without thought to where there may be degrees of difference, or even
common ground.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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