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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper 2A, which deals with Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman
Kingdom, c1053–1106 and Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of
Henry II, 1154–89.

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the
time allocated. A minority of scripts continue to pose some problems for examiners with a
lack of legibility of handwriting; examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is disappointing to
note that a number of candidates talked in general terms rather than explicitly addressing
the focus of the enquiry. This question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’. It
was pleasing to see that candidates had taken on board the advice offered last summer and
relatively few are now attempting to use the sources ‘together’ throughout the entirety of the
answer, which last year led to some problems for candidates. Some candidates used their
contextual knowledge to continue to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with
the sources adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. More responses were seen this
summer that had a tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were
a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links between the issues that were
raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the existence of a debate, where
appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate
approach to answering a question. Candidates should always aim to show the links between
the issues raised, not merely to present a list of factors. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology.
Equally, the evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the
chronology of the question. It was disappointing this summer to note that a number of
candidates seemed to have only a weak grasp on the timing of key events.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Option 2A.1 has a larger entry than option 2A.2 and hence the majority of candidates
answered this question. Most candidates were able to interrogate the sources and in
addressing this question very many used the sources in combination. Most answers
identified the key information from both sources and identified the direct action taken by
William Rufus in Kent and the failure of Robert Curthose to arrive as key features in William
Rufus’s ability to defeat the rebellion. Some answers did not consider risings in other parts of
the country, describing the whole rebellion as being in Kent despite the evidence of the first
paragraph in source 1. Although almost all candidates identified the significance of William
Rufus addressing the forest laws in his promises to the English people a significant number
then lost focus on the question in a lengthy explanation of the forest laws. Candidates should
use their contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims made in the sources in this case
relation to the reasons why William Rufus was able to defeat the rebellion rather than to add
information. While some candidates had little to offer beyond what was in the source
material, many had a good knowledge of the role of Odo and the reasons why William Rufus
was able to deal with him as well as the support that William Rufus enjoyed from a minority
of the major barons and the majority of the lesser barons and were able to use their
knowledge effectively in their evaluation. It is important that candidates make good use of
the information in the captions to assist them in evaluating the sources. There were some
good responses that were able to use Henry of Huntingdon’s Anglo-Norman origins to
comment on the likelihood of him maintaining a relatively impartial stance, and who
considered the value of Florence’s Chronicle particularly in the light of his access to a now
lost version of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. However, some answers found little to distinguish
the authors of the two sources apart from noting the dates of writing and a number
interpreted the statement that Henry of Huntingdon had ‘good political contacts’ as a
criticism of his or his source’s integrity. Too many candidates fall back on the claim that the
sources were written by ‘priests who would never lie’. This is a stereotypical comment that
does not achieve outside of level 1 in bullet point 3 and should be avoided. In general, the
key feature of the answers to this question was the ability of the candidates to use the
sources in combination which explains why it was relatively well answered.
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This is a level 5 entry response. It analyses the sources effectively and
is particularly strong in deploying contextual knowledge to examine
the relationship between William Rufus and his brother Robert
Curthose in the light of the inferences that could be made from both
sources about Robert’s right to the kingdom of England and the
consequent tactic that William Rufus employed to repel an invasion. It
makes good use of the position of the authors to suggest that, writing
at the time, Florence would be more likely to emphasise William
Rufus’s skills as a general whilst Henry of Huntingdon’s more detached
position enabled him to consider a wider range of factors.

Justify comments on the reliability of the sources by drawing upon
their content.
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Question 2

In contrast to Question 1, almost all the answers to this question focused on the purpose of
the source and the position of the writer. This was, in general a well answered question with
a significant number of level 5 answers that were able to discuss the sources individually in
context and in combination demonstrating a clear understanding of ‘the ancient customs of
the crown’ and Henry II’s attempts to strengthen them and the implications of Gregorian
reforms of the church. There were some impressive answers, especially those that were able
to use ‘degrees of certainty’ in their evaluation, judging that while the tone and content of
Foliot’s source clearly demonstrated that he was a supporter of Henry II and an opponent of
Becket, Gervase was only ‘probably’ ordained by Becket and could be considered as slightly
less partial in his account. Such answers also noted the time of writing of both sources in the
context of the canonisation of Becket and the cult of his sainthood as opposed to the letter
written by the Bishop of London earlier during the dispute. However, a surprising number of
candidates did not note this difference focusing only on Gervase’s ‘closeness’ to Becket and
Foliot’s desire to be Archbishop of Canterbury. The best evaluations, achieving in level 4 and
level 5, commented not only on the provenance of the source but justified comments on the
weight of the evidence by applying them to the evidence in the source.

Weaker answers focused so much on the differing positions of Gervase and Gilbert Foliot
that they failed to fully consider the content of the sources. Some answers contained strongly
held assertions on who was responsible for the dispute between Becket and the King and
turned their answer into a critique of Henry II, ignoring the focus of the question.

Some answers clearly lacked sufficient own knowledge to contextualise the content of the
sources, having very limited knowledge of Clarendon and none of the Council of Westminster
or court of Northampton.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It has strong evaluation and does
distinguish between degrees of certainty. It has a range of reasoned
inferences which are supported by the source and illuminated by
secure contextual knowledge. It also shows various ways in which the
sources can be used. It weighs up the sources effectively. The one flaw
is that it loses a little focus when considering Henry’s role.

Remember to use your contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims
being made by the writer and to consider how valid they are.
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Question 3

This question, the most popular for option 2A. 1, produced a number of excellent answers
which examined the reasons for the Anglo-Saxon victory at Stamford Bridge and compared
the importance of the given cause – Harold’s effective military leadership – with a range of
other reasons, including the Viking’s lack of armour, the heavy losses suffered at Gate Fulford
and the size of the Viking army as a consequence of the decision to keep the bulk of the
forces with the ships at Riccall. A significant number of candidates were able to explain and
justify their contention of Harold’s military skills both in the preparation for, journey to and
conduct of the battle together with an explanation of why the Vikings were unprepared and
why Hardrada had decided to split his forces. Some answers which achieved level 5 paid
particular attention to the way the Fyrd worked and how Harold was able to accumulate
forces en route to Stamford Bridge together with explaining the advantages accrued and
exploited by the surprise attack. However, this question also prompted some of the least
informed answers in section B. There were a significant number of poorer answers which
simply reiterated that Harold had considerable military skills, travelled north at speed over
varying estimates of mileage and duration of time and that the Vikings were unprepared.
These factors being repeated without further explanation and relevant supporting
knowledge for several pages constituted level 2 and level 3 answers.

Some candidates demonstrated effective essay writing techniques. There was an increased
tendency for long introductions. Some of these introductions were very effective when they
were used to establish criteria by which the question can be judged. However, a significant
number were used merely to state that the candidate intended to answer the question.
Some candidates used the introduction to state their conclusion on the judgement in
question which worked well if it was then supported by a sustained logical and coherent
argument but was not effective when the remainder of the essay contradicted that
judgement or more frequently declined to come to any judgement at all. Some of the most
sophisticated analytical responses were produced to answer Question 3.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It has sustained analysis and does
consider the relative significance of factors. It establishes valid criteria
for judgement. It has a good range and depth of factors which it
explores and reaches a well-supported judgement in the conclusion.

This question focuses on causation. To address it effectively, you need
to establish a range of alternative causes and examine their
significance in relation to the given cause in order to develop a
judgement on whether the given cause is in fact the main cause.
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Question 4

This was the least popular question in option 2A.1. There were some effective answers that
concluded that the East Anglian rebellion was a significant threat which William had to deal
with personally and others arguing of the potential dangers inherent in the revolt of the earls
and considering the consequences in Normandy also. In this question in particular the
identification of criteria for judging the seriousness of the threat was indicative of the best
answers.

However, this was the least well answered question in all of section B. For two reasons, the
first being the limited knowledge of the revolt of the Earls and, to a lesser degree, the East
Anglian rebellion. The second reason was that a significant number of candidates ignored the
focus of the question declared briefly that neither rebellion was effective and spent the rest
of the answer describing the effect of the northern rebellion or the Exeter rising failing
entirely to come to a judgement on the question asked. It is very important that candidates
do deal with the question they are set and do not provide pre-prepared answers to a
different question that they have practised as part of their course.
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This is a mid level 5 response that achieves level 5 in bullet points 2
and 4 and L4 in bullet point 3. Its overall structure is organised, and it
has a coherent and logical argument. Its knowledge is sufficient to
address the question. However, its analysis is only partly substantiated
with the candidate often not fully explaining the implications of the
rebellions for William’s authority which limits its explanation of the
extent to which his authority was threatened.

This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you
need to establish criteria for judgement.
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Question 5

This question was more popular than Question 6 and attracted the most consistent answers.
Most candidates were able to achieve at least a high level 3 or low level 4 answer and there
were a number of excellent responses. Most candidates were able to carry out an effective
comparison of the purposes of Cartae Baronum and the Inquest of the Sheriffs and
considered Henry’s intentions to extend royal power, the need to secure finances and ensure
that he received the full feudal dues from both the great estates and the localities. It should
however be pointed out that the knowledge of Cartae Baronum exceeded that of the Inquest
of Sheriffs, which was disappointing given that the Inquest of Sheriffs had formed part of the
Section A source question the previous year. For example, only the best answers seemed to
be aware that the Inquest of Sheriffs extended beyond the sheriffs to include bailiffs,
bishops, abbots, barons etc. Whilst the best answers were able to set criteria and distinguish
between purposes and outcomes, a number of candidates seemed unable to identify criteria
for judging whether the purposes were similar or different.
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This is a mid level 5 entry response. It has explicit focus on the
question and sufficient support. It establishes a line of reasoning which
is valid. It considers differences in personnel, similarity in focus on
finances and the common purpose in centralisation of power. It has a
clear and supported judgement.

This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and
difference questions, a brief plan helps you to focus on the second
order concept and to organise your response so that you compare
features for both similarity and difference.
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Question 6

This question prompted a number of effective answers. However, there was a wide disparity
between answers with many thoughtful analytical answers at high level 4 and level 5 but a
significant number of answers which failed to address the question as the candidates did not
know what the words ‘itinerant kingship’ meant. A few guessed that it had some relevance to
the size of the Empire over which Henry II ruled and wrote of his travels and how his
proximity to uprisings was helpful, but a significant number simply ignored the word itinerant
and wrote about ‘Kingship’ rewriting the question to ask how effective Henry II as King was. In
terms of the question knowledge of curia regis and how it travelled with Henry absorbing
local courts for the duration was very limited as was understanding of the role of the
Justiciars and the establishment of the court of the Kings Bench, the use of itinerant justices
and general eyres. Financial reforms on the other hand seemed better understood and some
candidates were also able to draw upon their knowledge of the legal reforms and the
surveys, Cartae Baronum and the Inquest of the Sheriffs to contrast with itinerant kingship in
terms of establishing what played the most significant role in maintaining royal power.
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This is a top level 5 response. It has a secure range and sufficient
knowledge to support the argument. It considers a range of factors
including itinerant kingship, diplomacy, military prowess and financial
control. It is particularly strong on analysing significance and reaching
judgements.

This is a significance question. The most effective answers consider the
given factor in some depth and compare it to alternatives to reach a
judgement on whether it is the most significant factor.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they directly address the
focus of the enquiry in their comments
Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond
comprehension and summary of the sources
Candidates should read the caption carefully so that they can make full use of it when
evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit
Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all elements of
the mark scheme.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors
Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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