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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level Paper 2B, which deals with Luther and the German Reformation, c1517-55 (2B.1) and
the Dutch Revolt, c1563-1609 (2B.2). The paper is divided into two sections. Section A
contains a compulsory question that is based on two linked sources. It assesses source
analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second-order concepts - cause,
consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. There continues
to be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There did seem
this summer to be evidence of a greater number of candidates using the language of the
mark scheme in their responses. However, many of these responses were not doing what
they claimed to be doing and it was felt that generally this was not a very helpful approach.
There was also some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words
that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of gov instead of
government, or CV instead of Charles V. This is not a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus
of the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This
qguestion requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able
to deal with this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is
perfectly acceptable, as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their
contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and
to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources
adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme, but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second-order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. It continues to be the case that
there are a number of responses that have a tendency to only deal with one side of an
argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links
between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the
existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure
that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should
always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely present a list of factors.
Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and
to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is presented
should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Most candidates were able to
identify, from both sources, ways in which the development of Lutheranism was effected in
the aftermath of the Edict of Worms, notably Luther’s translation of the Old Testament in
Source 1 and the radicalisation of his ideas by the Zwickau Prophets during his absence from
Wittenberg in Source 2. Stronger candidates used their knowledge of the context of the
sources, for example with reference to the role of Frederick the Wise at the time of Luther’s
‘kidnapping’, to expand upon and illuminate such features. Such answers often also
commented convincingly on the provenance of both sources to make reasoned judgements
on the weight of their evidence to the enquiry. For example, with reference to Source 2, there
were some often insightful comments made about Melanchthon’s motivations in pressing
Frederick to allow Luther home from the Wartburg.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources. Such responses
often commented extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources, often
along stereotypical lines, without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in
coming to a judgement. It was clear that some candidates lacked a sound knowledge and
precise understanding of this part of the specification - such responses tended to lack depth,
accuracy and precision.
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/'--.". Examiner Comments

This response makes reasoned inferences from both sources with
regard to the development of Lutheranism in the aftermath of the
Edict of Worms. It also deploys knowledge of the historical context to
illuminate what can be gained from the content of the sources and
uses valid criteria in evaluation of their use to the enquiry. It was
awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 2

There were few entrants to this paper. Candidates attempting this question mostly identified
from the sources the hostility demonstrated in Source 1 by Philip Il towards Protestantism in
the Netherlands, also the defiance to Philip's wishes shown by the hedge-preaching in Source
2. Better answers were able to place the sources firmly in the context of the years specified in
the question with regard to growing popularity of Calvinism and Margaret of Parma'’s
seeming inability to stamp it out. When considering the weight of their evidence to the
enquiry, some noted the nature of Philip’s Edict and/or the position of Titelmans as an
inquisitor, demanding action of the government, in coming to a judgement.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources with regard to
the question. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources,
often along stereotypical lines, without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. Such answers often lacked precise knowledge and understanding
of this part of the specification, consequently lacking depth and discrimination in assessing
the value of the sources.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments
Here, the candidate demonstrates some understanding of the source
material, and attempts analysis by selecting and summarising
information relevant to the enquiry from both sources. Some relevant
contextual knowledge is added to this, though some of it has limited
linkage to the material. In evaluation of the utility of the sources to the
enquiry, the candidate mainly notes aspects of source provenance but
there is limited support for the judgement. This received a L2 mark.
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Question 3

This was, by some distance, the most popular of the two essay questions on paper 2B.1. The
better-performing candidates in this question directed themselves precisely to ‘the
development of Luther’s challenge to the Catholic Church in the years 1517-20." This was
particularly important when examining the role of the printing press in this period. Those
answers that accessed top L4 and L5 marks usually examined a variety of factors that
propelled Luther’s challenge (notably the publication of the Ninety-Five Theses, the inaction
of the Church authorities, Luther’s debates with Cajetan and Eck), and were able to assess
the importance of the printing press alongside these. Less strong answers tended to assert
the importance of the printing press, often with reference to the Ninety-Five Theses in
particular, without any sense of the development of Luther’s challenge thereafter. Many such
answers lacked depth and range of knowledge, and frequently ranged outside the dates
specified in the question.
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—ot—_\\Nefe  wele  YNAano CX\Q\\E’{\%EE YO e
. COMnonC (mmm due XO.Yne

e some 0& eve wc\kde  Ye

&(\G\- “ILM\QT\O(IS \‘{ QM\ ’DQ 0\’@@0& 'Ym’f
an’n % NY WS o'y 0k inar AMPOfONCe
¢ Cevelopment o Lotmefanidm:

()unn. Q(m Was Q Q)neu(h QCLESSOL\ole: OJLQ
Qm(x ANOXD. - SPe08. NewS, \Aey, \eapletsS.
0ndbook?. B wos used Yo cxedt £
RN 0% AOmers dedy and. m@eapm
e 0GOS (regonany. NS mnesdy noy
(NG _geadle. wefe  auie 0. Neas. Qoosy
Luoers ideas. ond CONGSMS of the (amotic
C0ecn \ice. e ingigences Scanda of 151
WALRC 00 used. Yig mnng pess o
fe\egse Yne Ve (fefmon Biole” (Ney\ Tesiayyent)
IS MOt YTNOT i Setmans _ ond Yeacnng)
viete Yrs Lumerdn Bide el weing used
- 1 NEYerave  peogle wefe Ok fO

19 GCE History 9HIO 2B



podesstand.. Yhe . Scnpiule — Argy Canugmnﬁ
them S0 Lameamom QN xned G\Eh
OGO\, VOARISNG. | Nth NS Y\g‘m Iy
YO M. Lofes o roving. S ae oo\
0fofied en ne ub\\w& Yo nd vove v
80 QCIoSS_[rimany ro. 9pe00 Vs 10eay. .

Ao (xmwes,. AF yieant . hot Yneo, Cond.

D pudiShed . and. wioespeead, yexy. OuicAd
Kinex etare NUDN0g he Srend. g Luneranom.
K TWS  Qea \y.... CRMaNSTTaYeY. . That e

Qm‘h\. 10 OresS.” WS 00T Qﬂ\\é O e

coRvey, WCon Yoo (roped. YnG Yne
%\ @( \T 1A m &o\w@o\ W \6'2.(%)

Chiage. Comasasen, Ng ’(he o Roman
Crvges (R And nowve ol vielectua\
C&ﬂu@{ %mm u\\\‘m o 19\3\01\ W AN
Fel =AU

\’f WA egden 'm wm RO
W 0 A0 Gna Oteran e vare@ 0\5
O weall oM efd | \Jnicn Yy agve.

GCE History 9HIO 2B 20



A deteted. geapie. Hom xne. COMonC. gam
AR L\m\ex AgelS._Sedm  STYengex. YNay) .
_EMARIOCS: TS S RO\ o\ weall
OKOUNEN ’YG\NOmS Ahe . deve\apent of.
Lue@niN M s iF s based. on e E&CY .
YDOY. (0eSe 0S yoreN) . ONewon Afew YO
e OIX ol e £O AT 3y didny adid \5
codde W ~7) G 35 i ok P Quey)
e eriod - € 1i0entiag e punhnq P(EST WA
nore . yayes - Ynon. ! NS,

Yo (M%, o T0W0SES Yog che\\e\opmem'
0F  \LOTRelGfRsm._AS Yne £act oY O
\Or 0f Yne lexman RAnces weve
Qm\}ﬁm. 0 G Literoism o

AWLOA Cled¥ed  teql Yinderance. far
e Emperor. Qnote gwealy way.
£00SS0 0N, ‘mOu\g Ho\s ra@m_..._..... ATAA
WA Wi EaNce Om NP (eOYy
oy N0 Yerno) - diseure). e ugmur
ne.LmMPELe AN eant e offen
na\ie& m w______._,?mca No_elp \ead,
A gjuen. NoNoNs. OWvex, vt ome
OF X0 Conuertin ig YO Lufesonim AT
ROty XOY  LWTher’  Cowd vor Yoe overal)
panLned, 08 hob. AmoWd.. \oQSe. . swmr......._...._.

21 GCE History 9HIO 2B



Q000 | LS WO coMd. ke
(QOrRORONY Covse WaCS Yodween ynresnd)
AOMANS: TS AS G vedy. \paCigr Ewm
oWe0s e oo of Litnecanism
)T me(mt anex \AQ& SN fee
0 M0 X0 prpvedd W \0eol\odies
witnou mmshmen’( LCom ’me Hawy
TS OV 955 [20y 0F \0SS

.f"f"f"_""::m' PR
C KON AV G@Q\GPWW

()J@ Dearoxannism.
g e)) Ond. mo@f m%\
be\\em N0 folaws

Daie, pud dibosed oy
(1S \0e! oM. \ove . melel \ader)

I\ *m WideyP(ead Wi Grefmn.

xfw\&\ NOL O The. Bivte NS Qoynpniers. (nd
9\ € s QVQued. \W\O’f AShauE. Yhe

‘f((}h&..\... \on 0§ te. Pioke LotneC $ \060)
WO NOWe 'nevel peed ONed-

GCE History 9HIO 2B 22



™,
I\\'.

< / ResultsPlus

/'--.; Examiner Comments
The major weakness of this response is that much of the material used
does not relate to Luther’s challenge to the Catholic Church in the
years 1517-20, eg the production of the German Bible and the Diet of
Worms. There is, therefore, only limited analysis of some key features
relevant to the question and, while relevant material is included, it has
limited linkage to the focus of the question. It was awarded a L2 mark.
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Question 4

Of the much smaller number of responses to this question, stronger candidates were
comfortable with discussing a range of reasons for the failure of Lutheran-Catholic
negotiations during this period. Those that scored most highly were able to evidence Luther’s
role with reference to his influence over the talks at Augsburg and Regensberg, alongside the
role of the papacy and the attitude of Charles V. Weaker answers tended to lack detailed
knowledge of the negotiations and were much more general in consideration of the reasons
for their failure. In such cases, judgements tended towards assertion and lacked conviction.
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Examiner Comments

This response raises several key issues relevant to the question. It also

deploys knowledge that demonstrates understanding of the

conceptual focus of the question, though this is lacking in depth in
places. The answer is generally well organised and establishes valid

criteria in coming to a reasoned judgement. It was given a mid-L4
mark.
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Question 5

This was the less popular of the two essay questions on Paper 2.B2. and there were few
responses. The better answers had some precise knowledge of Parma’s leadership of the
Spanish cause in this period, both of his diplomatic and military successes, including the fall
of Antwerp, and of his later failings. Weaker candidates had a relatively weak knowledge and
understanding of the material, and tended towards assertion rather than a reasoned
judgement based on clear criteria.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response raises several key issues relevant to the question. It also
deploys knowledge that demonstrates understanding of the
conceptual focus of the question. The answer is generally well
organised and establishes valid criteria in coming to a reasoned
judgement. However, the answer lacks depth and a little precision in
places. As a result, it was given a low L4 mark.
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Question 6

Stronger answers to this question had a very good knowledge of the reasons for the growing
power of the United Provinces in the years 1584-1609, with reference especially to the roles
of both Oldenbarnevelt and Maurice of Nassau. It tended to be, however, that even the
better answers were least convincing when addressing the main factor in the question, the
development of overseas trade, though some did this well, arguing especially that the
contribution of the Dutch to global trade significantly enhanced the reputation and standing
of the United Provinces as they asserted their independence from Spain. The less strong
answers tended to focus on the military achievements of Nassau, often neglecting the role of
overseas trade entirely.
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Examiner Comments

Here the candidate explores the relationships between key issues
relevant to the question, and deploys knowledge sufficient to meet its
demands. Valid criteria are established in coming to a judgement, and

their relevant significance is considered in the process of reaching a
conclusion. This essay received a L5 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

e Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in
general terms

e Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

e Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

e Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit

e Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet
points that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

o Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

e Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels

e Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

e Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a
list of factors

e Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.

37 GCE History 9HIO 2B



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

GCE History 9HIO 2B 38



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



