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Introduction

Candidates from across the ability range engaged effectively with A Level paper 2C which
deals with France in revolution (2C.1) and Russia in revolution (2C.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the
time allocated.

Examiners continued to comment on the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed
some problems with the legibility of handwriting. This appeared to be a more extensive issue
during this cycle. Candidates are reminded that examiners can only give credit for what they
can read. Similarly, examiners commented on the increasing use of shorthand and
abbreviations in the work produced by candidates, which can often hinder meaning and the
flow of an argument.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
from the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry based on both the contextual knowledge that was on offer, and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the sources. The question
requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and the majority of candidates continue to
be aware of this requirement. There is still some evidence of candidates using often
extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the enquiry, rather than using it to
illuminate and discuss the sources. This resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources
adequately.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Candidates also need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they cover the chronology fully.
Some candidates continue to explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are
naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues
or the factors that will be discussed in the response. Centres are reminded that 'criteria', in
bullet point 3 of the generic mark scheme, refers to the basis on which candidates reach
their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Most candidates were able to
identify, from both sources, features of the White Terror, notably its chief targets, the
Jacobins, and the extent of violence it witnessed. Stronger candidates used their knowledge
of the nature of the White Terror both to discuss and challenge the claims made in the
sources, for example with reference to the differences in the way this was manifested in Paris
and in cities like Lyon and Marseilles. These answers also commented on the provenance of
both sources to make reasoned judgements on the weight of their evidence to the enquiry.
For example, with reference to Source 2, there were some often insightful comments made
about Duval’s position and the impact this may have on his evidence, and this was frequently
applied in coming to a judgement.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which stymied candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources
often along stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant number of candidates did not engage with the utility
of the sources at all. It was clear also, that some candidates lacked a sound knowledge and
understanding of this part of the specification – such responses tended to lack depth,
accuracy and precision.
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This candidate interrogates the evidence of both sources with
confidence and discrimination. Though the number of reasoned
inferences made from the content of the sources is not extensive, they
demonstrate a range of ways in which the material can be used.
Knowledge of the historical context is used to illuminate what can be
gained from the content of the sources, and some understanding is
shown of the need to interpret source material in the context of the
values and concerns of the society from which it is drawn. Lastly, valid
comments are made about the utility of both sources, and an attempt
is made to take into account the weight the evidence will bear in
coming to a judgement, though this could have been more
convincingly substantiated. The answer achieved a L5 mark.
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Question 2

There were a good many strong responses to this question. Most candidates were able to
make inferences from the sources with regards to Rasputin’s relationship with the Tsar and
Tsarina, noting the very great influence he appeared to have over the latter in particular.
Many also recognised that the evidence of the two sources was more nuanced when it came
to the relationship between Rasputin and Nicholas II. Stronger candidates were able to use
their contextual knowledge to examine these issues further, particularly with regard to
Rasputin’s influence over political decisions. Such answers also commented on the
provenance of both sources to make reasoned judgements on the weight of their evidence to
the enquiry, examining especially the utility of Source 2’s observations.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which stymied candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources
often along stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant number of candidates did not engage with the utility
of the sources at all. It was clear also, that some candidates lacked sound knowledge and
understanding of this part of the specification – such responses tended to lack depth,
accuracy and precision.
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Here, the candidate makes reasoned inferences from both sources in
relation to Rasputin’s relationship with the Tsar and Tsarina. To this,
contextual knowledge is added that illuminates what can be gained
from the content of the two sources, and valid comments are offered
concerning the utility of the two sources. Lastly, the evidence of the
sources is used together, and the candidate does attempt to consider
the weight that the sources will bear in evaluating the question. It
achieved a high L4 mark.
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Question 3

This was a popular question, and it was frequently answered very well. Many candidates had
a sound knowledge and understanding of the impact of the events of 1789-90 on both the
status and the authority of the monarchy. Such responses were able to examine the ways in
which Louis XVI retained some control over the legislative process and was still able to
appoint ministers and other offices of the crown without interference. However, many noted
that the tumultuous events of these years fatally undermined the fundamentals of the
ancient regime, so that the King’s position was still greatly altered.

Weaker answers tended to lack precise knowledge and understanding of the issues and/or
did not respect the time frame specified in the question. Some wrote generally of the
problems facing the monarchy during the late seventeenth century. In such answers,
judgements tended to assertion rather than being based upon any valid criteria.
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This response has some focus on the ways in which the status and
authority of the monarchy was affected in the years 1789-90 but some
of the material raised is clearly beyond this time frame. An overall
judgement is given, though with limited substantiation, while the
answer shows some attempts at organisation. It was given a top L2
mark.
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Question 4

This was less popular than Q3 but featured many impressive responses. Those that scored
most highly knew the threat posed by the Vendee revolt in excellent detail and were able to
balance the scale and violence it displayed, forcing the Republic to divert significant numbers
of troops to its suppression, with consideration of other threats of the period, e.g. the
federalists or the armies of the First Coalition. Some also argued that the poor discipline of
the rebels and the successful deployment of the resources of the Republic against them,
indicated that the Vendee revolt was a lesser threat altogether.

Again, weaker answers suffered from having an insecure knowledge and understanding of
the material that stymied their ability to come to a convincing judgement.
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This high L4 response focuses clearly on the extent of the threat posed
by the Vendee revolt to the government of the Republic. It deploys
sufficient knowledge to demonstrate understanding of the demands of
the question, and to meet most of its demands. Criteria by which the
question can be judged are applied, and overall, the judgement is
supported.
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Question 5

Candidates displayed a variety of approaches to this question. For example, some candidates
interpreted ‘revolutionary activity’ during 1905 as pertaining only to the industrial workers of
Russia, while others included in this definition both the activities of the peasants for land
reform and those of the middle classes for democratic rights. All valid approaches were
rewarded.

Stronger answers focused firmly on the unrest of 1905 and judged its significance with
regard to the scale and duration of the unrest, the pressure placed on Tsarism by the
involvement of different groups with different goals and, most often, by the nature and of the
concessions offered in October. Many argued that the ability of the Tsar to water down the
promises made in the Fundamental Laws of 1906, also the failure of the military to become
involved, made the events of the Revolution less significant.

On the other hand, weaker answers interpreted it as a causal question and described the
events, for example, of the Russo-Japanese war in some detail. Others lacked the knowledge
and understanding of the material to go much beyond the events of Bloody Sunday.
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This response sustains a focus on the significance of the revolutionary
activity in Russia during 1905, assessing that significance in a range of
ways from the scale of the unrest to the importance of the concessions
it elicited. The candidate deploys sufficient knowledge of the period to
meet most of the question’s demands and, in coming to a judgement,
establishes valid criteria by which the question can be judged. It was
awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 6

This was a popular question and was attempted by candidates from across the ability range.
Better answers were able to consider the weaknesses associated with foreign intervention in
full, while evaluating reasons for the defeat of the Whites during the civil war. Such
responses discussed, for example, the decline in the interest of foreign countries in
supporting the Whites once Germany was defeated, also the uses made of foreign support
for the Whites utilised by Bolshevik propaganda.

Most candidates were able to evidence a range of other reasons for the Bolshevik victory,
notably their control of the industrial heartlands, the role of Trotsky in rallying the Red Army
and Lenin’s ability to mobilise the resource available to him through the activities of the
Cheka and the policy of war communism.
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Here, the candidate offers a sustained analysis of the reasons for the
Bolshevik victory in the Russian civil war. The weaknesses associated
with foreign intervention are considered fully, and the relative
importance of this factor are considered in relation to others, notably
the other weaknesses of the White forces, and above all, the strengths
of the Reds. The argument is logical and coherent throughout, and
criteria are established and fully applied in coming to a judgement. It
received a top L5 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out
reasoned, supported and developed inferences relevant to the enquiry
Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and
authorship of the source by, for example, looking at and explaining the specific stance
and/or purpose of the writer
Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from
the sources, unless omission was the aim of the author
Contextual knowledge should be linked clearly to the material provided in the source
Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure that the second order concept is
correctly identified
Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker
responses lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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