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Introduction

Once again, candidates from across the ability range were able to engage effectively with the
A Level paper 2E which deals with Mao’s China, 1949-76 (2E.1) and The German Democratic
Republic, 1949-90 (2E.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated.

Significantly, examiners continue to note that a number of scripts posed some problems with
the legibility of handwriting. This appears to have become more marked this year.
Candidates are reminded that examiners can only give credit for what they can read.
Similarly, examiners have remarked on the increasing use of shorthand and abbreviations in
candidates’ answers, which often hinder meaning and spoil the flow of an argument.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
from the content of the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry based on both the contextual knowledge displayed and an
awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the sources. It is important that candidates
should be clear that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing
from a source. If the author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to
modify meaning or distort the message of the sources, then it will be relevant to discuss that
omission in reaching a conclusion regarding the use that a historian might make of the
sources. However, comments on all the things that the sources might have contained but
failed to do so is unlikely to contribute to establishing weight. The question requires
candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates continue to be aware of this
requirement. It can be achieved using a variety of different approaches.
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In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology,
not merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events
between. Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in
terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the
introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in fact
they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria'
in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their
judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.

4GCE History 9HI0 2E



Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range but there were many strong
answers. These were able to develop inferences from both sources and added to these with
impressive contextual knowledge. Many noted that the sources suggested a number of
different methods that the CCP used to establish control in the early years of its rule, notably
the identification of potential counterrevolutionaries, the incitement of the wider community
against them, and the uses made of intimidation and violence. These were often discussed
with reference to the CCP’s Three and Five Antis campaigns. In considering the weight that
the evidence of the sources could bear in relation to the enquiry, the stronger candidates
frequently made valid comments on the uses of Source 1 in particular.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which stymied candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources,
often along stereotypical lines, without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant minority of candidates did not consider the utility of
the sources at all.
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This answer makes inferences from both sources with regard to the 
methods used by the CCP to establish control in China, though these 
are not developed very far. To this the candidate adds some 
contextual knowledge to expand the points being made. Finally, a 
valid attempt is made to assess the utility of the sources to the 
enquiry by use of the candidate’s own knowledge. It was awarded a 
top L3 mark.



Question 2

In this question, the better answers clearly identified the seeming enthusiasm for closer
relations between the FRG and GDR displayed in Source 3 and used their contextual
knowledge to consider the differences implied by Brandt’s enthusiasm for Ostpolitik in
comparison to those Chancellors that had upheld the Hallstein Doctrine. In Source 4, many
drew inferences that suggested that the GDR was considerably more wary of the FRG’s
motives, while speculating that Stoph’s speech was probably designed with the reaction of
the GDR’s communist neighbours in mind.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which stymied candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources
often along stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant minority of candidates lacked any engagement with
the utility of the sources and/or included knowledge that was tangential to the focus of the
question, that is, relations between the FRG and GDR in 1970.
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Here, the candidate makes reasoned inferences from both sources in
relation to relations between the FRG and GDR in 1970. Contextual
knowledge is added that illuminates the source content and some
attempt is made to address the utility of the sources to the enquiry,
though this could have been developed further. It was given a high L4
mark.
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Question 3

This was a popular essay question, and it was often done very well. Many candidates had
extensive and detailed knowledge of those that challenged Mao’s personal power in the
years specified. Having considered the challenges to Mao before the Cultural Revolution, by
Peng Dehuai for example, and that of Lin Biao during it, most concluded that Mao’s position
was never seriously threatened. Others argued that the presence of Deng and Zhou Enlai at
both ends of the period, and the power throughout of the PLA, might suggest otherwise.

Many weaker answers lacked range and depth of knowledge, and their answers were often
imprecise and lacking accuracy. Judgements tended to assertion without being supported by
the evidence presented.
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This L5 response sustains an analytical focus on challenges to Mao in
the period specified. It deploys sufficient knowledge to respond to the
demands of the question in full. The argument is logical and coherent
throughout, and valid criteria are established and applied in coming to
a judgement.
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Question 4

Though the less popular of the two essay questions, there was a range of responses to it
from across the ability range. Some very good answers had an impressive knowledge of the
Cultural Revolution its success or otherwise, in eradicating the ‘four olds’. These were able to
assess convincingly the extent and the permanence of the attacks orchestrated by Mao on
traditional customs and works of art, for example. Many pointed out that the attack of the
‘four olds’ lasted for a relatively short period of time and that its impact varied throughout
China.

Weaker candidates knew something of the Cultural Revolution though it was often patchy
and imprecise. This often stymied the chances of making a convincing and reasoned
judgement.
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This response provides some analysis of relevant key features of the
question with regard to the success of the Cultural Revolution in
eradicating the ‘four olds’. Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is
provided though it lacks depth. Attempts are made to establish criteria
for judgement, but the answer is weakly substantiated. It was given a
high L3 mark.
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Question 5

The best answers to this question were able to evidence, in some depth, both Khrushchev’s
part in the construction of the Berlin Wall, and the other factors that led to its erection,
notably the continual drain of talent to the West. Such responses considered fully,
Khrushchev’s attempts to settle the question of Berlin with the western powers in the years
leading up to August 1961, and considered the likelihood of Ulbricht being able to go ahead
with the Wall without the full support of the leader of the USSR.

The weaker responses tended to know little of Khrushchev’s role though were comfortable
evidencing the emigration crisis and/or the economic reasons for building the Wall. Some
candidates lacked a sufficient knowledge of the period to be able to answer the question
convincingly.
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Here, the candidate analyses key issues relevant to the question,
notably the role of Khrushchev, in the construction of the Berlin Wall.
Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
conceptual focus of the question, and to meet most of its demands.
The answer is generally well organised and communicated with clarity.
In coming to a judgement, the candidate maintains a focus throughout
on the significance of different factors in the building of the Wall, and
overall, the judgement is supported. It received a top L4 mark.
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Question 6

This was the more popular of the essay questions for Paper 2E.2 and there were many
impressive answers. The best were able to sustain their focus on the support of its citizens
for the GDR in the years specified by the question. These often balanced the popularity of the
SED’s social welfare programmes, or the success of the GDR in international sporting events,
with the obvious reliance of the regime on censorship, propaganda and terror to ensure
popular conformity.

Weaker responses sometimes lacked sufficient focus on the concept of popular support for
the GDR government. Others did not respect the time frame of the question and spent some
time considering opposition to the SED in the years after 1985. As is common, many
candidates at the lower levels, lacked sufficient knowledge and understanding of the
material.
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This answer sustains an analytical focus on the degree of popular
support for the SED government throughout. Its argument is logical
and coherent and communicated with clarity and precision. Knowledge
is deployed that meets the demands of the question in full and, in
coming to a fully substantiated judgement, valid criteria are
established and applied. It was awarded a top L5 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out
reasoned and developed inferences
Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and
authorship of the source by looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose
of the writer
Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from
the sources, unless omission was the aim of the author
Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source
Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly
identified
Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker
responses lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors
Subject-specific terminology must be used in a precise and accurate manner.

46GCE History 9HI0 2E



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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