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Introduction

Once again, candidates from across the ability range were able to engage effectively with the
A Level paper 2E which deals with Mao’s China, 1949-76 (2E.1) and The German Democratic
Republic, 1949-90 (2E.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second-order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time
allocated.

Significantly, examiners continue to note that a number of scripts posed some problems with
the legibility of handwriting. This appears to have become more marked this year.
Candidates are reminded that examiners can only give credit for what they can read.
Similarly, examiners have remarked on the increasing use of shorthand and abbreviations in
candidates’ answers, which often hinder meaning and spoil the flow of an argument.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus
of the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This
question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able
to deal with this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is
perfectly acceptable, as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their
contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and
to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources
adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme, but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. It continues to be the case that
there are a number of responses that have a tendency to only deal with one side of an
argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links
between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the
existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure
that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should
always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of
factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological parameters of
questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is
presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range but there were many strong
answers. These were able to develop inferences from both sources and added to these with
impressive contextual knowledge. Many noted that the sources suggested a number of
different ways in which the introduction of the communes impacted the lives of the peasants,
some in a seemingly positive way and others that were significantly more negative. These
were often discussed with reference to the origins of the two sources, one being a piece
produced by the CCP at the start of the process and the other by peasants themselves, some
months after the communes had been introduced. In considering the weight that the
evidence of the sources could bear in relation to the enquiry, candidates frequently made
valid comments on the uses of Source 1 in particular, but there were some excellent
appraisals of Source 2’s value to the enquiry as well.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which affected candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources,
often along stereotypical lines, without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant minority of candidates did not consider the utility of
the sources at all.
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This response interrogates the evidence of both sources with
confidence and discrimination. It deploys knowledge of the historical
context illuminate what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying a secure understanding of the values and concerns
of the society from which the sources are drawn. Evaluation of the use
of the sources to the enquiry considers valid criteria and takes into
account the weight the evidence will bear in coming to a judgement. It
was awarded a high L5 mark.
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Question 2

In this question, the better answers clearly identified the support for German reunification
displayed in both Sources 3 and 4, and used their contextual knowledge to consider the
position of the USA during a fast-developing period of time with regard to its own
preferences and those of other nations and the German people. In Source 3, many drew
inferences that indicated that President Bush was indeed in favour of reunification, though
only if the newly reunited Germany was aligned with western values, while from Source 4,
many appreciated that the ‘gradual’ process referred to in Bush’s speech was no longer
possible and that the attitude of the USSR was now crucial. Contextual knowledge relevant to
the period was often used with discrimination to illuminate the content of the sources.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem
caused by rushed reading perhaps but one which affected candidates’ ability to engage with
the enquiry. Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources
often along stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources
in coming to a judgement. A significant minority of candidates lacked any engagement with
the utility of the sources and/or included knowledge that was tangential to the focus of the
question, that is, relations between the USA and the process of German reunification in the
years 1989-90.
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Here, the candidate attempts to make inferences from the source
material that are relevant to the enquiry. Some contextual knowledge
is deployed to support these inferences but this is not extensive and
not closely linked to the enquiry. With regard to evaluation, some
attempt is made to come to a judgement by noting the provenance of
the sources but there is limited support for the judgement made. It
was awarded a mid-L3 mark.
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Question 3

This was a popular essay question, and it was often done very well. Many candidates had
extensive and detailed knowledge of the process by which the CCP consolidated power in
China, with reference to the defeat of the remaining Nationalist strongholds and the
elimination of ideological enemies most commonly. Where some candidates stumbled a little
was with reference to the word ‘overwhelmingly’ in the question. The stronger answers were
able to use this to come to reasoned judgements on the extent of opposition still remaining
in China in 1956; those less confident in their reasoning often hedged with reference to
phrases like ‘quite overwhelmingly’ or ‘to some extent overwhelmingly’.

Many weaker answers lacked range and depth of knowledge, and their answers were often
imprecise and lacking accuracy. Judgements tended to assertion without being supported by
the evidence presented. There was, in some cases, imprecision with regard to the dates
specified in the question, with some ranging significantly after 1956.
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This low L3 answer includes some analysis of relevant key features of
the period, and includes some knowledge that is relevant to the
question though it lacks depth. In coming to a judgement, it attempts
to establish criteria for judgement, but the conclusion is weakly
substantiated.
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Question 4

There was a range of responses to this question from across the ability range. Some very
good answers had an impressive knowledge of the Cultural Revolution and its consequences
in a range of areas. These were able to assess convincingly the degree to which political,
social and/or economic stability was restored in China in the years 1968-76, referencing the
impact of the Cultural Revolution on the young in particular.

Weaker candidates knew something of the aftermath of the first phase of the Cultural
Revolution though it was often patchy and imprecise. This often affected the chances of
making a convincing and reasoned judgement. A number of candidates also struggled with
the conceptual focus of the question, writing about the causes or course of the Cultural
Revolution rather than about how the instability it caused was, or wasn’t, overcome before
Mao’s death.
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This high L5 answer understands fully the conceptual focus of the
question, and sustains an analysis of key issues throughout.
Knowledge is sufficient to respond fully to the demands of the
question and, in coming to a judgement, valid criteria are applied and
their relevant significance evaluated.
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Question 5

The best answers to this question were able to evidence, in some depth, the strengths and
weaknesses of the GDR’s economy throughout the period 1949-85. Such responses
considered fully the ways in which economic policy overcame significant weaknesses and
difficulties in the 1950s to become one of the more high-performing Eastern Bloc economies
in the 1960s and 70s, and the degree to which this was able to support the standard of living
for East German citizens. Many came to convincing judgements on the basis of this evidence.

The weaker responses tended to recount the detail of the initial Five-year Plans, or the ESS
for example, without consideration of the wider implications of the success or failure of such
policies. It was notable that many lacked chronological range, sometimes ending in the
1960s. Some candidates lacked a sufficient knowledge of GDR economic policy to be able to
answer the question convincingly.
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Here, there is some analysis of relevant key features of the question.
Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included that demonstrates
some understanding of the focus, but the material lacks chronological
range. There are attempts to establish criteria for judgement
throughout the essay, and the overall judgement is supported. The
answer is generally well organised. This was awarded a top L3 mark.
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Question 6

This was by some distance the more popular of the essay questions for Paper 2E.2 and there
were many impressive answers. The best were able to sustain their focus on various means
by which the GDR government was able to control the people throughout the years 1949-85,
with particular reference to both the use of propaganda and censorship. Other means of
control were often considered alongside propaganda and censorship, most notably the state
security apparatus, but also the degree to which the SED was able to provide welfare and a
decent standard of living for the people.

Weaker responses sometimes lacked sufficient focus on propaganda and censorship,
preferring to associate control merely with the use of the Stasi, and some ranged beyond the
year 1985 in the question. As is common, many candidates at the lower levels lacked
sufficient knowledge and understanding of the material.
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This response explores key issues relevant to the question and deploys
sufficient knowledge to respond fully to its demands. In coming to a
judgement, valid criteria are established and the overall conclusion is
supported. It was awarded L5 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discuss the issues raised by the sources in general
terms
Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed
Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit
Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet
points that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a
list of factors
Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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