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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper 9HI02F, which deals with India, c 1914-48: the road to independence (9HI02F.1)
and South Africa, 1948-94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’ (9HI02F.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the
time allocated. There appears to have been an increase this year in the number of scripts
that were seen that posed problems for examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting;
examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is disappointing to
note that a number of candidates talked in general terms, rather than explicitly addressing
the focus of the enquiry. This question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’. It
was pleasing to see that candidates had taken on board the advice offered last summer and
relatively few are now attempting to use the sources ‘together’ throughout the entirety of the
answer, which last year led to some problems for candidates. Rather, candidates used the
sources 'together' to develop clearly focused points that related to issues raised by the
sources. This is a much more effective approach. Some candidates used their contextual
knowledge to continue to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate
and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the
sources adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this section of the paper.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. More responses were seen this
summer that had a tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were
a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links between the issues that were
raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the existence of a debate, where
appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate
approach to answering a question. Candidates should always aim to show the links between
the issues raised, not merely to present a list of factors. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology.
Equally, the evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the
chronology of the question. It was disappointing this summer to note that a number of
candidates seemed to have only a weak grasp on the timing of key events.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Stronger candidates were able to present a nuanced approach in their response and could
appreciate, for example, that whilst both sources were critical of Jinnah, source 1 was rather
more measured in those criticisms and held Gandhi to bear some of the responsibility for
Jinnah’s attitudes. Some candidates struggled to find appropriate contextual knowledge to
support their analysis in this question. The consequence in these cases was that there was
either very limited contextual knowledge or candidates drew on material that was at some
chronological distance from the sources. However, some of the material at a chronological
distance could be made relevant, although often was not. Some candidates with extensive
contextual knowledge tended to use this as the basis of an argument, rather than directly
linking it to illuminate what was actually in the sources. It is essential that candidates read
the sources carefully. Source 2, for example, references the fact that Farley has used ‘press
reports’ as the basis of some of her comments, but very few candidates made reference to
this rather important point as part of their evaluation of the source.

5 GCE History 9HI0 2F



6GCE History 9HI0 2F



7 GCE History 9HI0 2F



8GCE History 9HI0 2F



Overall, this is a secure level 4 response. Look carefully at the second
page of the answer, which demonstrates an effective approach to
using the sources together. The answer draws inferences from both
the sources, links those inferences and explains the slightly different
approaches that the authors take. It is clearly linked to the focus of the
question at this point.
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Question 2

Some strong answers were seen to this question, where candidates confidently interrogated
the sources and used them together to develop a strong analysis and evaluation. It is
important that candidates read the question carefully. A number of responses were seen that
criticised the sources for only focusing on 1990, when that was precisely what the question
was asking candidates to do. Other candidates saw this question as an opportunity to write
an answer based on why apartheid ended, with only limited consideration of what weight
could be attached to the sources when examining the importance of de Klerk. It is equally
important that candidates look carefully at the caption of the sources and use the
information provided appropriately. Source 3 makes it clear that de Klerk is recalling a speech
that he had made in 1990 eight years later, but many candidates wrote as if this source was
the actual speech. Candidates tended to use source 3 more effectively than source 4. In
source 4, many candidates picked up on the reference to Thatcher and correctly discussed
the role of international pressure as an alternative influence on the dismantling of apartheid.
However, a significant minority of candidates suggested that Young was arguing that de Klerk
was entirely unimportant.
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This is a strong level 5 response. The answer stands back from the
sources and interrogates them with discrimination and confidence.
The claims made by the sources are tested as part of the evaluation of
the sources and such arguments are well supported by the use of
relevant contextual knowledge.
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Question 3

This was the more popular question in Section B for 9HI02F.1. Most candidates were able to
demonstrate detailed contextual knowledge for this question. Stronger candidates dealt
confidently with the non-cooperation campaign, before moving on to weigh its influence
relative to that of other contributing factors that aided the rise of nationalist thinking. Weaker
responses tended to describe the events with only limited linkage made between the events
and the precise terms of the question. Alternatively, such responses would follow the
descriptive passage by asserting that this proved/disproved the issue being described was
the most important influence on the growth of nationalism without any analysis of the basis
of the claim being made. It is crucial for candidates to be aware of the chronology that is
required in questions. There was a significant minority of candidates who spent some time
discussing, for example, the salt satyagraha in their responses to this question, despite the
fact that this was not within the parameters of the dates required by this question. A number
of responses did not directly engage with the focus of this question; for example, they
discussed whether the 1920-22 campaign was a success or not, rather than dealing with its
influence on the growth of nationalism. Indeed, a significant minority of candidates
completely ignored the word ‘influence’ in the question.
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This answer achieved level 3. There is an effective introduction, but the
answer does not build on this and there are a number of descriptive
passages to be seen in the response. The answer also misidentifies the
1920-22 non-cooperation campaign that should be the focus of the
response, although it does have some reference to the correct
campaign as one of its other factors.

Ensure that you know the key events of your material and the dates
that apply to them so that you are able to answer the question that
has been set.
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Question 4

This was the less popular question in Section B for 9HI02F.1. Some of the candidates who
selected this question knew remarkably little about either of the two Government of India
Acts. Often, the only reference to this was an assertion at the start and/or the end of the
response stating that they were or that they were not important, with no evidence to support
this assertion. The remainder of the response was then devoted to a discussion of other
factors that it was claimed were more important (or occasionally less important), but this
could not be demonstrated as no discussion of the stated factor had taken place. There were,
however, responses seen to this question where the candidate had a secure grasp on the
terms of the legislation and was able to develop a clear analysis from this to reach clearly
reasoned analytical judgements about the extent and degree of change that the two acts
brought in the relationship between Britain and India, so that the notion of ‘fundamental
change’ was confidently addressed. These answers were mixed between those that were
entirely focused on the Government of India Acts and those that weighed these against other
factors – both approaches were entirely legitimate.
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This is a level 5 response that takes the approach of focusing on the
Government of India Acts. It has a very secure knowledge of the details
of the legislation, and it uses this and a broader contextual
understanding to test the validity of the claim in the question.
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Question 5

Both questions in section B of 2FI02F.2 were tackled by a similar number of candidates. The
majority of candidates had a sound knowledge of at least some of the key developments of
this period, although a number focused on iconic events, such as at Sharpeville, at the
expense of elements of the earlier period. Some responses did stray out of the time period
for this question, for example, discussions of the Rivonia trial and Soweto were seen.
Stronger answers to this question focused clearly on the terms of the question, exploring the
extent to which it was the weaknesses of African nationalism or the strengths of the National
Party that were responsible for the failure of opposition to apartheid, frequently linking the
two in their analysis and arguing that the latter was actually responsible for the former.
Weaker responses often defaulted to describing a number of events that related to either
African nationalist weakness or National Party strength. However, such responses made only
limited linkage to the specific focus of the question. There was also some misunderstanding
by some candidates of the focus of the question, with some candidates writing at great
length, for example, about whether African nationalism was weak or not.
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This is a level 4 response. It has clearly understood the focus of the
question. It deals with both the weaknesses of African nationalism and
the strengths of the National Party in explaining the failure of
opposition to apartheid and, at times, explains the links between the
two factors. There is some drift off the focus of the question, very
occasionally, where the answer shifts to looking at the strengths of
African nationalism, but the response soon comes back into focus.
There are also some errors, that may simply be the consequence of
time pressure, e.g. mistaking the name of the Rivonia Trial for the
Treason Trial; the candidate was clearly writing about the Treason Trial.
Minor errors of this type would not lead to a reduction in marks, as
long as there was sufficient correct material within the response, as is
the case with this answer.

Ensure that you maintain your focus directly on the terms of the
question set and that you do not allow your comments to drift to a
different question focus.
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Question 6

Both questions in section B of 9HI02F.2 were tackled by a similar number of candidates. The
majority of candidates were able to draw upon relevant contextual knowledge in order to
answer this question, although some answers did stray into the later 1980s. Strong answers
were seen that were able to fully engage the focus of the question and make clearly
substantiated judgements on the extent to which there was a serious undermining of the
National Party’s power, often concluding that its power was undermined, but not seriously, at
least in this period. A significant minority of candidates did not fully engage with the focus of
this question. In such cases, the responses often dealt with the reasons that the National
Party’s power was undermined, rather than considering how accurate it was to claim that its
power was seriously undermined. The success of such answers depended on the extent to
which candidates linked this approach to the precise terms of the question. Many candidates
had an excellent grasp on the ways in which the position of the National Party was
undermined in this period. However, some of these were less confident in dealing with the
counter arguments, often offering no counter argument at all.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It contains sustained analysis that is
linked to the focus of the question throughout. This analysis is
supported by precise and specific evidence that draws widely on
relevant material from the period of the question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they directly address the
focus of the enquiry in their comments throughout the answer
Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond
comprehension and summary of the sources
Candidates should read the caption carefully so that they can make full use of it when
evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit
Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all elements of
the mark scheme.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors
Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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