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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper 2A, which deals with Option 2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911–46
and Option 2G.2: Spain, 1930–78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of
democracy.

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and
there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the
time allocated. A minority of scripts continue to pose some problems for examiners with a
lack of legibility of handwriting; examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is disappointing to
note that a number of candidates talked in general terms rather than explicitly addressing
the focus of the enquiry. This question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’. It
was pleasing to see that candidates had taken on board the advice offered last summer and
relatively few are now attempting to use the sources ‘together’ throughout the entirety of the
answer, which last year led to some problems for candidates. Some candidates used their
contextual knowledge to continue to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with
the sources adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. More responses were seen this
summer that had a tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were
a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links between the issues that were
raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the existence of a debate, where
appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate
approach to answering a question. Candidates should always aim to show the links between
the issues raised, not merely to present a list of factors. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology.
Equally, the evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the
chronology of the question. It was disappointing this summer to note that a number of
candidates seemed to have only a weak grasp on the timing of key events.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Option 2.1 is the most popular option with approximately 85 per cent of candidates entered
for this option. This question enjoyed the full range of responses with the majority of
candidates achieving at least level 3 and low level four, and there were also some extremely
good answers which fully utilised the sources establishing valid criteria to reach a judgement
based on weighing the evidence and hence achieved higher level four and secure level 5.

Most candidates were able to comprehend the sources and make relevant selections to
comment on the reasons for Mussolini’s popularity in the years 1925-40. The better
responses developed reasoned inferences and interrogated the sources to reach judgements
about the validity of claims about the reasons for Mussolini’s popularity. Such candidates
used Churchill’s claims in Source 1 about the improving economic situation to infer that
Mussolini delivered better living standards for the Italians and hence was popular, and his
references to overcoming the threat of Bolshevism to infer that Mussolini was able to both
play upon and address the fears of the Italian elites and middle class of the threat of
communist revolution. Some very perceptive candidates used their contextual knowledge to
interrogate these claims and commented that this was less likely to make the working class
warm to Mussolini as many had previously supported the PSI, but fascist policies such as the
introduction of the OND did play a role in winning at least some support and hence making
Mussolini personally popular. This line of reasoning from Source 1 enabled many candidates
to access levels 4 and 5 of bullet point 2 by demonstrating a real appreciation of the values
and concerns of the society from which the source was drawn. Similarly, in using Source 2,
many candidates were able to infer the importance of the Cult of il Duce in creating Mussolini
to be a god-like figure and making him popular as well as the importance of nationalism in
creating support for Mussolini’s focus on building and empire. It is important that candidates
do go beyond comprehension and description of the source to access the higher levels.
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Most candidates were able to make use of the captions to the sources and their tone and
content to evaluate the material. Effective answers considered Churchill’s relatively impartial
position as an outsider, but tempered this with their appreciation of diplomatic niceties as
well as a consideration for the audience which included Italian journalists and would have
meant that he would not have been overly critical. Some of the most perceptive answers
referred to the fact that Churchill’s visit would have been controlled and that he would have
seen what Mussolini wanted him to see and this would have affected his views of what made
Mussolini popular. In evaluating Source 2, most candidates drew upon his clear support for
Mussolini, and many commented on the impact that the Cult of il Duce would have had upon
him. Many commented on press restrictions which were relevant as Ojetti was a journalist,
but surprisingly few used the information in the caption that the source was published
posthumously and that it would not have been changed later. There were also too many
candidates who did not engage logically with the question and criticised the sources because
they did not include an opponent and therefore did not criticise Mussolini. This would have
been relevant if candidates had been asked about attitudes to Mussolini or the extent of
support but added little to an investigation into reasons why Mussolini was popular.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a good range of reasoned inferences
and considers how the sources can be used. It used contextual
knowledge to show the values and concerns of the society. Its
evaluation is level 4 as it is not fully justified and applied.

Remember to use the sources to explore the claims being made by the
writer and to consider how valid they are.
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Question 2

There were some effective answers to this question well answered with some useful source
analysis and focused evaluation. Many candidates were able to make reasoned inferences
and the general level of contextual knowledge was good. Many answers developed
inferences at length from source content. However, a significant number of candidates did
not link the provenance or context in any depth. This does depress achievement in the levels.
The better answers linked Source 3 to the wider international issues and the way that the
Cold War helped Spain to improve relations with other countries or picked up on the
reservations by Holland and Belgium and the outright opposition of Italy to Spain’s
application to the EEC referred to in Source 4. Secure answers were also able to link the
context to the analysis of source content and provenance. However, while many noted the
different authorship and nature of the sources, relatively few developed the significance of
the authorship beyond a top-secret report and a left-wing newspaper. Some candidates
made good use of the difference in dates to comment on progress made whereas others
merely commented that they did not cover the whole period.

There were few very low scoring answers to this question, though occasionally responses
relied on paraphrasing the sources.
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This is a level 5 response. It has reasoned inferences and does develop
valid criteria. It is strong in using contextual knowledge to demonstrate
the values and concerns of the society, especially for the Cold War.

Justify comments on the reliability of the sources by drawing upon
their content.
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Question 3

This was the most popular question on 2G.1. Most answers were able to consider the rise of
Catholicism as a political force and contrast it with alternative reasons, such as the impacts of
the growth of socialism and nationalism, the impact of the Libyan War and the affect that the
extension of the franchise had upon Giolitti’s system of trasformismo. The best answers were
characterised by the inclusion of exact knowledge and examples. Many candidates had a
good knowledge of the rise of Catholicism and were able to discuss the way in which it
caused Giolitti’s decline in influence, including the long running issue of the ‘Roman Question’
and the more immediate issues caused by Giolitti’s need for the Catholic vote as a
counteraction against the rise of socialism and the nationalists which resulted in the
Gentiloni Pact and the subsequent backlash from the radical Liberals who forced his
resignation in March 1914. However, there were too many candidates whose knowledge was
limited and who wrote about the PPI, which was not established until 1919, and then argued
that the Catholics achieved a majority in the 1913 election. Candidates do need precise
knowledge to argue a case successfully and, in many cases, they were let down by a lack of
precision. Similarly, there were many references to events out of period such as Red Week
(June 1914), the Interventionist Crisis, the events of the First World War and even the rise of
fascism. It is recommended that candidates take a careful note of the date range of the
question they select and ensure that they do not waste valuable time writing responses that
cannot be credited. Furthermore, it is important to move beyond description and focus on
developing causal factors. Many candidates included lengthy descriptions of the north-south
divide and asserted that it caused Giolitti’s decline, but very few were able to explain why this
long running socio-economic problem should lead to his decline. Those candidates who
linked it to the migration of peasants to the northern factories, the influence that the PSI had
in these factories and the extension of the franchise were on much surer ground for
providing a causal explanation.
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This is a level 5 response. The key issues are explored and compared to
the main reason suggested. It does develop valid criteria for reaching a
judgement, although the circumstances of Giolitti’s resignation could
have been dealt with with more precision.

This is a causation question. The most effective answers consider the
given cause in some depth and compare it to alternatives to reach a
judgement on whether it is the main, and therefore most important,
reason.
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Question 4

This was much less popular than Question 3. Although there were some excellent responses
to this question. Answers at the top end were exceptional. The best answers were able to
equally balance the comparison of the impacts of the two wars. A thematic approach proved
most effective. These responses tended to look at political, social and economic impacts and
assess them for similarity and difference. This question enabled prepared candidates to
display detailed knowledge in support of their arguments and achieve the highest level. It
was a question that allowed candidates to play to their strengths, enabling them to select the
key impacts that they could best compare. Most answers tended to focus on similarity on the
adverse economic impact of the wars and the differences in the political consequences with
the rise of fascism after the First World War and the collapse of fascism in 1945. Similarly,
most candidates examined the difference in Italy’s ability to fight the First World War till 1918
as a united country, whereas it was occupied and divided in the Second World War, as well as
the obvious difference in that Italy emerged from the First World War as a victor and from the
Second as a defeated nation. Weaker responses tended to treat both wars separately and
without a clear comparison were unable to achieve beyond level 3.
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This is a secure level 5 response. It has sustained analysis and very
good knowledge deployed to support the argument which is fully
focused on the concepts. It develops and analyses a range of
similarities and differences and reaches a secure judgement.

This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and
difference questions, a brief plan helps you to focus on the second
order concept.
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Question 5

This was the least popular question on Option 2G.2. At the higher level, responses showed an
excellent range of supporting details which engaged well with the focus of the question.
These responses considered the continued power of the Catholic Church, the revival of
monarchist sentiments, the way that the latifundia continued to exert its power in the
countryside and the enduring power of the army in spite of Azaña’s reforms. They contrasted
these points with the changes to the influence of the conservative forces as a result of
reforms, including the establishment of the republic, the ending of Catholicism as a state
religion, the army reforms and the reduction in the powers of industrialists and landowners.
They were then able to weigh up the arguments to decide whether, on balance, the forces of
conservatism continued to hold sway or whether they were curtailed. However, there were
many weaker responses which were characterised by their lack of understanding as to what
is meant by ‘forces of conservatism' and consequently produced quite muddled answers.
This is a key term that is used in the specification and centres are advised to make sure that
candidates are aware of and can define key terms.
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This is a secure level 4 response. It explores a range of factors in depth
both for and against the proposal in the question. It does establish
some criteria for judgement.

This question focuses on continuities. The most effective answers
consider both continuities and changes in order to reach a reasoned
judgement.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question on Option 2G.2 and produced some of the most
impressive responses on the whole paper. Most candidates understood who supported
which side, and many understood that intervention helped to divide the Republican side,
whereas it united the Nationalist side. There was some excellent knowledge displayed of the
economic and military aid provided to the different sides and the implications of the
imbalance in the resources provided. Most candidates were able to assess the impact of the
Non-Intervention pact in the overall assistance offered. However, some candidates were
confused about the International Brigades and some thought that because the International
Brigades included British people, then Britain supported the Republicans. There were some
well-developed explanations about the role of the Soviet Union and the impact its demands
had on dividing the Republican side and, hence, weakening it. Similarly, impressive
knowledge of the battle and the impact of foreign intervention in their outcome was
displayed and used effectively to argue in favour of the statement in the question.
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This response is a top level 5. It has excellent focus on the question
and debates the issues throughout. It is very strong in developing
criteria and reaching judgement. It is supported by excellent
knowledge.

This is a consequence question. Consequence questions do differ from
causation questions. Remember that you are looking at impact.

39 GCE History 9HI0 2G



Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they directly address the
focus of the enquiry in their comments
Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond
comprehension and summary of the sources
Candidates should read the caption carefully so that they can make full use of it when
evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit
Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all elements of
the mark scheme.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list
of factors
Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

41 GCE History 9HI0 2G

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


