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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper Option 2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, 1911 - 46 and Option 2G.2:
Spain, 1930 - 78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy. The
paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is based on
two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. There continues
to be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There did seem
this summer to be evidence of a greater number of candidates using the language of the
mark scheme in their responses. However, many of these responses were not doing what
they claimed to be doing and it was felt that generally this was not a very helpful approach.
There was also some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words
that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of gov instead of
government. This is not a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus
of the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This
guestion requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able
to deal with this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is
perfectly acceptable, as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their
contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and
to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources
adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme, but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.

3 GCE History 9HIO 2G



In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. It continues to be the case that
there are a number of responses that have a tendency to only deal with one side of an
argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links
between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the
existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure
that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should
always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of
factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological parameters of
qguestions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is
presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Option 2G.1 has a larger entry than option 2G.2 and hence the majority of candidates
answered this question. Most candidates were able to interrogate the sources and in
addressing this question very many used the sources in combination which allowed access to
level 4 and above. The question attracted a wide range of answers. There were many well-
focused answers which interrogated the sources effectively and were able to address the
reasons why Italy remained neutral in 1914. The most successful answers were able to use
their contextual knowledge of the issues surrounding intervention crisis to assess the validity
of the claims made in the sources. In general, Source 2 was tackled more confidently than
Source 1 with candidates being able to address issues of provenance more securely. Content
was in greater depth on issues such as the Treaty of London and the interventionist crisis
than it was for the Triple Alliance. The best responses were able to confidently tease out
common themes such as territorial gains and grapple with both sources to debate these
issues. There were some issues with a lack of precise knowledge. Many candidates believed
that Giolitti was still Prime Minister and others strayed into issues and events of World War |
itself, and the subsequent ‘Mutilated Victory'.

Most candidates were able to make some assessment of the provenance of the sources.
Many were able to contrast the official nature of the telegram in Source 1 with the
retrospective views given by Giolitti in Source 2 and draw out judgements about their use and
reliability and use that to reach judgements. Some use of provenance was stereotypical and
added little to the evaluation. In levels 4 and 5, it is important that candidates take note of
the requirement that evaluation should use criteria that are ‘justified and applied’. Therefore,
candidates must go beyond asserting bias or impartiality and demonstrate this with
reference to evidence within the sources.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number: Question1 & Question 2 [J
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%j ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This enters level 5 response. It works the two sources together

effectively and has a clear understanding of the values and concerns of

the society from which they are drawn. It develops and supports a
number of reasoned inferences.

~
|
A

(A ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip

Remember to ensure that you make a secure judgement on ‘how far’
when weighing up the sources.
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Question 2

A much smaller number of candidates are entered for 2G.2. The best responses to this
guestion demonstrated that candidates possessed the ability to interrogate the sources
effectively, identifying the differences between Source 3 that was written several decades
after the end of the Civil War by a volunteer who had fought with the Republicans and was
clearly disillusioned with the leadership of the left, and the speech made by the former
Republican leader in the immediate aftermath of the Republican defeat. In the most effective
answers, candidates were able to use the provenance of the sources in conjunction with their
content of the source to develop criteria to judge the weight of the sources and test the
claims in the sources. Some candidates made some questionable assumptions about the
sources and presented them in a very stereotypical way, eg source is valuable because he
was there or lacking in value because of bias. Where candidates identify bias or subjective
views, it is important that they refer to them specifically in their answer to support their
evaluation.

The best responses demonstrated a clear and precise contextual knowledge with references
to the non-intervention pact, the civil war that broke out within the left wing, the mistakes
made by the republican leadership in contrast to the strong leadership demonstrated by
Franco and the significant advantage foreign support gave to the nationalist side. In level 4
and level 5 responses, this contextual knowledge was applied to the source material to
interrogate it and reach supported judgements. Some candidates did not use contextual
knowledge and this limited their achievement.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. if you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question1 [l Question2 X
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a top level 5 response. It builds from analysis to interrogation of
the sources which it does very effectively (eg on p.2 where it discusses
the credibility of Azana’s claims). There is a securely argued judgement.

Examiner Tip

<R
S . ResultsPlus

Using contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims being made by
the writer is an excellent way of developing evaluations.
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Question 3

This question was by far the most popular in Section B for Option 2G.1. However, in spite of
its popularity, this question was the least well answered on Italy. The best responses
demonstrated a clear understanding of the importance of the ‘New Programme’ in explaining
the growth of support for fascism and contrasted its importance with alternative reasons,
including Liberal weaknesses, issues that lingered from WW1 and the strength of Mussolini
as a leader. These were tackled in a more confident fashion in comparison to the key issue in
the question. Although most stayed focused on causation there were large numbers of
candidates who seemed to not know what the ‘New Programme’ was or confused it with
earlier Liberal social reforms. In some cases, candidates interpreted it as a description of a
variety of tactics used by the fascists to garner support, such as the Dual Policy or squad
violence. This limited analysis significantly. The ‘New Programme' is specifically listed on the
Specification and it is important that candidates make sure that they are familiar with the
content and can write about it with confidence and precision.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross X, |

Chosen question number: Question3 B Question4 [
Question5 [l Question6 [
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N
\/ 2{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an entry level 5 response. It clearly addresses causation. It
discusses a good range of reasons, including the given reason. It has a
secure conclusion which considers relative significance and it is this
that lifts the response into Level 5.

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Top scoring answers require a tight focus on the wording of the
question.
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Question 4

There were a very limited number of answers to this question but many managed to achieve
level 4 marks with a number of level 5 answers. The best answers to this question were
characterised mainly by clear analytical answers. Most students demonstrated an
understanding of the Stresa Front and were able to explain its purpose. In effective
responses, the question was addressed well with the issue being weighed up and pitted
against other policies in the time frame; notable focuses were Abyssinia and pacts with
Germany. Some stronger responses successfully drew links between the Stresa Front and
Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia due to Italy’s perception of Britain and France's acceptance of
their expansion in North Africa. However, many candidates were unable to develop their
answers by explaining its role in the development in Italy’s foreign policy. Many candidates
discussed the invasion of Abyssinia in depth, not always linking their ideas back to the
question. Some candidates encountered difficulties in establishing valid criteria to judge the
significance of the Stresa Front.
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~ mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a top level 5 response. It has a very clear focus on significance
with a sustained analysis that is supported by good knowledge and a
secure conclusion.

/“.

A \ ResultsPlus
\J

Examiner Tip
This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you
need to establish criteria for judgement.
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Question 5

This question was answered by far fewer candidates than Question 6 and it was often
answered rather poorly. Strong level 4 and 5 answers were characterised by a clear
understanding of the nature of the corporate state and the extent to which it could be
deemed a success or failure. Many candidates were able to comment on establishment of
syndicates, keeping Falange happy and the role that autarky played in underpinning
corporatism but most then veered away to write instead about international relations/Treaty
of Madrid. Some candidates wrote everything they knew about economic policy under Franco
and did not always pay attention to the dates specified in the question.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a level 4 response. It has clear arguments for and against the
failure of the development of corporatism and in its conclusion it does
provide criteria for judgement.

Examiner Tip
The question includes a clear qualifying point ‘complete’. To achieve
level 5 you need to go beyond failure and success and consider
whether the failure was ‘complete’.

P
S | ResultsPlus
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in Option 2G.2. There was a wide range of answers to
this question ranging from level 4 and level 5 answers that hit the balance between change
and development and Franco’s continuing hold on power with the best candidates also
looking at the role of the US for example, to much weaker answers which tended to focus
only on social developments such as tourism. At the higher levels, where the candidates were
able to demonstrate good knowledge, most were able to discuss a range of examples to
support both arguments, including Law of Association, press censorship, leadership
succession. In the lower levels, candidates' focus on the time period specified was quite
variable.
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Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This is a secure level 5 response. It has explicit focus on the question
and is supported by secure knowledge. It demonstrates a clear need to
consider change/continuity and significance.

Examiner Tip
This question focuses on the significance of developments. You need
to be able to identify the developments, what remained unchanged
and consider if, overall, the change was significant.

@) ResultsPlus
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Paper Summary

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

- Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in general
terms

- Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

- Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

- Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather
than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are unlikely to gain
much, if any, credit

- Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet
points that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

- Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

- Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

- Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

- Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a
list of factors

- Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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