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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the A
Level paper 2H, which deals with 2H.1: The USA, c1920 - 55: boom, bust and recovery and
2H.2: The USA, 1955 - 92: conformity and challenge.
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This paper was divided into two sections: Section A was aimed at the in-depth evaluation and
analysis of source material and Section B focused on the evaluation of key features in depth,
exploring cause, consequence, change/continuity, similarity/difference and significance. It
was clear that standards in Section A are now, post-pandemic, in line with those in Section B
and clearly advice about source analysis, with its emphasis on value and weight, is familiar to
candidates. Nevertheless, some teachers and candidates need to follow the requirements of
the Section A mark scheme more carefully in future series in order to be clearer about what
is meant by 'value' and 'weight'. As in previous series, some candidates wrote too much
generalised comment without regard to the source material or paraphrased the source
without considering its value or reliability. The major weakness was often in considering the
provenance and comments were too often stereotypical, or too often missing entirely. It is
imperative that centres teach candidates to assess ‘weight’ by using contextual knowledge to
challenge or confirm what is in the source, or to discuss the values of its audience, rather
than just claiming that the source discusses an aspect of the topic, so it must have weight. It
is also necessary to analyse the nature, origin and purpose of the source through its
provenance in order to assess weight. It continues to be the case that many responses are
largely made up of comments about what was not in the source, suggesting that this makes
it less valuable, or carries less weight. Credit is given to comments about what is not in the
source only if it is possible to show that this material is missing for a reason, for example
because the source is a deliberate piece of propaganda, or, for example, the author is not in
a position to comment about key issues and that for this reason the source is
unrepresentative. In Section A the question requires the use of sources together. There was
little evidence on this paper of candidates failing to use the sources together in some way,
although it is worth pointing out that this does not mean that responses should cross-refer
between the two sources for comparison and contrast of content. The question requires
candidates to use the sources ‘together’, but it is not a requirement to use them 'together’
throughout the response. There was some evidence of some candidates attempting to do
this. Depending on the sources, it was not always possible to do this convincingly, and some
candidates engaged in some superficial argument and analysis as a result. Comparison of
value and weight was a strength of many responses. It remains important to realise that
Section A and Section B questions may be set from any part of any Key Topic named in the
Advance Information and, as a result, full coverage of the topic is enormously important. The
detailed knowledge base required to add contextual material in order to support inferences
was often good, but candidates need to understand that contextual knowledge must be
linked to what is in the source and used to confirm or challenge inferences from the source
itself, as well as to assess value or weight in the ways described above. The continuing
improvement in essay writing is pleasing. Few candidates produced wholly descriptive essays
devoid of analysis. Candidates continue to identify key themes in an introduction and to
make a judgement in a conclusion. Structure was often very sound. The most common
weakness in Section B essays continues to be the lack of a sharp focus on the precise terms
of the question and/or the second-order concept that was targeted. Some candidates note in
the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in
actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be discussed in the
response.
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'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach
their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
There was little evidence on this paper of candidates having insufficient time to answer the
qguestion. The ability range was very diverse, but the design of the paper allowed all abilities
to be catered for. There was some evidence this summer of a number of candidates
abbreviating words that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of
gov instead of government and BAs for Black Americans. This is not a development that is
welcomed. The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next
section.
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Question 1

Strong responses had a clear focus on the value of the sources in terms of the impact of the
Depression on the lives of Americans. At the highest level, candidates selected key points
from the sources and made reasoned inferences about them, supporting each one with their
own knowledge of the historical context, for example deadly organised crime running
rampant in cities and small towns, as is implied by Source 1 that lawlessness among women
resulting from Prohibition was nationwide in extent. The very best candidates were aware of
the specific context of women involved in bootlegging, such as Gertrude Lythgoe but
responses that took a more general view were able to reach the highest levels. Strong
candidates also commented on the varying degrees of success in the prevention of
Prohibition-busting and how Source 2 provided a more balanced assessment by suggesting
the advantages gained by women in family life where Prohibition was enforced. AO1 skills are
not assessed in this Section, only the use of valid contextual knowledge as part of source
analysis. Comments about provenance were thoughtful and may have considered that, in
Source 1, an ex-servicemen’s magazine may be expected to promote discipline and order, so
it may disapprove of lawless actions and exaggerate the extent of perceived misdemeanours
within parts of society. Many candidates perceived that, as a foreign visitor writing for an
American audience, von Luckner tries to report both sides of what he thinks his audience
feels, ie a balanced view of both positive and negative effects of Prohibition on people.
Weaker responses simply wrote that the source was not valuable as he was a German and
would be hostile to Americans after the First World War.

A response at Level 5 showing model skills.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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2 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response draws inferences from both sources, developing them
and interrogating them by increasing use of accurate contextual
knowledge. Notice how the inferences are made thematically, from
both sources. In the second half of the response there is a weighing of

the provenances to indicate what weight they bear in combination but
note that the candidate has used contextual knowledge throughout to
confirm veracity and, therefore, weight.
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ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip

Look at the detail of the provenance of the sources to see what might
give weight to the source - eg in this case the purpose of the authors.
Challenge or confirm the veracity of the source by using contextual

‘own knowledge’ to discuss value or weight, as appropriate, rather than
just to confirm content or to say what is missing.
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Question 2

Weaker responses did not have a clear focus on the value of the sources in considering the
origins of the women’s movement in early 1960s but rather targeted a more general
response on women'’s rights. Such candidates did not understand the need to make
inferences from the sources, for example that Source 3 gives evidence that Kennedy gave
women encouragement to seek reform by indicating that change was desirable or that
Source 4 implies that the romanticisation of domesticity led to a feminist backlash, launching
the sex-role revolution that challenged norms by getting women to understand their position
in society. Most candidates perceived that both sources suggest that conformity continued to
be a problem for women and for the USA in general, opening a way for the development of a
women’s movement. Weaker candidates gave little weight to Source 3 simply because
Kennedy was a man who couldn’t understand women. Others missed out any comment
about the provenances, even their timing. However, stronger candidates noted that Kennedy
was making a speech to Congress, raising women'’s position in society to the level of a
national political debate and that the purpose of the Source 4 was to show that because
cultural conformity was so deeply embedded in the psyche of American women in the early
1960s there was an urgent need to stir up a movement for change. On the whole, contextual
knowledge noted that initiatives by Kennedy - the creation of the Commission and the Equal
Pay Act - encouraged women to seek wider reform.

This Level 5 response makes sustained use of interrogation of both sources by using a
thematic approach and by noting carefully the differing tones of the sources.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [. If you change you:
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question1 [l Question2 X
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

Both sources are mined for inferences and the candidate shows a
shrewd knowledge of the matters being discussed and illuminates

them with judicious use of contextual knowledge of the concerns of

women in the first half of the 1960s. Evaluation of weight is often
subtle, eg the candidate debates the claim by Friedan that she stands

for all women. The conclusion debates the relative weight of both
sources.

Examiner Tip

V \ ResultsPlus
\

Try to be aware of the concerns and values of the society within which
the sources are set when adding contextual material to inferences.
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Question 3

Weaker responses indicated a straightforward problem with responses to this question - a
lack of appreciation of the chronology of changes to the New Deal in the stated period of
1935-38. However, almost everyone saw that the Supreme Court played some role in
changing New Deal programmes. The most successful candidates understood that there
were a variety of challenges from both left and right that may have led to change, eg Long,
Coughlin, Townsend, the Liberty League, etc. The most surprising weakness of candidates
was in the very generalised response to New Deal laws, citing earlier alphabet agencies as
changes. Some stronger candidates noted that the New Deal coalition composed of voting
blocs who backed New Deal measures, eg unions, Catholics and rural whites, and that they
remained intact, limiting opportunities for opponents of the New Deal to change its nature.
They also gave a balanced view of limits of the changes wrought by the Supreme Court.

A reasonably logically presented mid-Level 4 essay.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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N i{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

The essay recognises the nature of the debate and responds to it by
providing evidence for key features, but not weighing their relative
significance. It is backed by some knowledge but makes a few errors,
for example confusing Long with Townsend over social security. It
misses key features of the opposition (eg the Supreme Court). The
candidate has considered and discussed the stated factor in the
question before moving in and out of a counterargument. There is no
obviously detached narrative, so this is a Level 4 response.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Judgement at the highest level involves analysing the relative
significance, importance, etc. (as directed by the question) of factors or
aspects chosen by the candidate, both against each other and against
the stated aspect in the question. Here it is important to judge the

extent of change.
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Question 4

The stated factor on HUAC was very well supported. The biggest problem for weaker
candidates on this response was in identifying detailed evidence on the counter factors, eg
the so-called ‘loss of China’ to Communism outlined in the influential document NSC-68, and
the Soviet A-bomb, which gave McCarthy’s policy of hostility to Communist influences in the
State Department momentum, or specific Cold War tensions from 1950 over Korea that
raised concerns about the security of citizens. Many candidates placed a series of spy
scandals, culminating in the Rosenberg case, and which propelled McCarthy forward to
change the lives of so-called subversives in all walks of US life, in the pro argument, but failed
to note that these scandals had not been investigated by HUAC. Some stronger candidates
cited the McCarran Internal Security Act (1950), requiring organisations deemed Communist
to register with the Department of Justice, encouraging McCarthy to become the intimidator
of such organisations. They also mentioned the many Republicans who encouraged
McCarthy, noting that Republican anger with ‘liberal’ Democrat policies gave McCarthy scope
for personal attacks on the lives of the Republicans’ opponents during the election campaign
of 1952.

A L5 response.
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mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.
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N { ResultsPlus

/‘-—-.“. Examiner Comments

This answer achieved near-full marks for the sustained analysis of key
issues relevant to the question, focusing very tightly on considered and
relative judgements after the presentation of detailed evidence for
each factor.

L ResultsPlus
e

Examiner Tip
A 'Study in Depth' requires detailed knowledge of the Key Themes
identified in the specification. Make sure you add precise and detailed
knowledge to evidence your answer.
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Question 5

This question produced a disappointing number of very generalised responses, perhaps
based on the candidates’ own knowledge of the role of TV in sport in their own lifetime.
However, some candidates scored very high marks because they knew about detailed
material specific to the stated chronology, eg growing television rights gained by CBS,
enabling the NFL to grow a national following in this period; the National Basketball
Association signed a lucrative contract with ESPN; sports such as boxing, ice hockey, motor
sport and golf, all attracted new audiences through being signed up by major television
companies, greatly increasing the popularity of these sports. These stronger candidates were
also more aware of other factors beyond TV, eg corporations such as Coca Cola and Hitachi
increasingly sponsored sports during the period and popularised the sports they sponsored.
They also noted that large colleges increasingly promoted sports in this period, eg Notre
Dame, in Indiana, which attracted huge home attendances and nationwide support.

A borderline Level 2/3 response.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

There is an attempt to address the conceptual focus of the question,
but not all of the arguments presented are entirely convincing and the
argument lacks secure relevance and development, as is evidenced by
the conclusion. There is some valid supporting contextual knowledge,
but the material lacks range.
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CT\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try to write in sufficient detail on the stated factor to show sufficient

knowledge by which to weigh it against other factors.
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Question 6

There were many excellent responses to this question and it is clear that centres which teach
the option chronologically have been able to complete the specification. Candidates had a
wide and deep knowledge of several elements of campaigns for traditional values in the
Reagan and Bush Republican period. Where some candidates failed to reach the higher
levels, it was in identifying other features in society causing divisions, often confining
themselves to one, for example just civil rights or, more commonly, only the economy.
Stronger candidates added third wave feminism and/or tensions among poorer members of
society in the New South.

An answer reaching L5 in three of the four bullet points.
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i{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This response clearly shows considerable knowledge of the key
features of divisions in American society and makes a strong case for
the importance of the impact of each. It satisfies the L5 criteria in
producing width and depth of evidence with logical organisation but
does not make a clear judgement of the relative strength of features in

producing divisions in society.

"’ 4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
When answering ‘impact' questions, make sure you also consider the
role and strength of the target focus, as well as other issues that have
impact, in order to give your response range and judgement. Read the
question carefully and underline key words to help you to understand
what is having an impact on what. Make sure you leave sufficient time
to write a clear conclusion that sums up the relative judgements that

you have arrived at.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are referred to the advice offered in
the previous two sessions. Many candidates this year have not heeded some of this advice in
the light of their predecessors’ performance. This advice was: -

Section A Source Question (Q1 or Q2)

+ Candidates must be more prepared to make valid inferences rather than to paraphrase the
source

* Be prepared to back up inferences by adding additional contextual knowledge from beyond
the source

* Explore beyond stereotypical reactions to particular types of provenance. Not all old people
are blighted by poor memories; look at the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer

+ Avoid discussions about what is missing from the source when assessing its value to the
enquiry unless there is a clear reason for the author missing such points

+ Candidates should be prepared to assess the strength of the source for an enquiry by being
aware that the author is writing for a specific audience. Be aware of the values and concerns
of that audience

+ Candidates should try to distinguish between fact and opinion by using contextual
knowledge of the period and being aware of the values of the society within which the source
is set

* In coming to a judgement about the provenance, take account of the weight you may be
able to give to the author's evidence in the light of his or her stance and/or purpose

* In assessing weight, it is perfectly permissible to assess reliability by considering what has
been perhaps deliberately omitted from the source.

Section B Essay questions

+ Candidates must provide more factual details as evidence. Weaker responses lacked depth
and sometimes range

* Plan your answer effectively before you begin

* Pick out three or four key themes and then provide an analysis of (eg) the target significance
mentioned in the question, setting its importance against other themes rather than providing
a description of each

+ Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
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* Pay particular attention to bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Try to justify why one content
area is more significant than another - the basis of that judgement is that one aspect is more
important, influential or significant

* Pay more careful attention to key phrases in the question when analysing

* Be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can address the
questions with chronological precision

* Try to explore links between issues to make the structure flow more logically.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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