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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this A
Level paper 9HI033 that deals with the witch craze in Britain, Europe and North America,
c1580-c1750.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is
based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in
depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most
candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated.
A minority of scripts continue to pose some problems for examiners with a lack of legibility of
handwriting; examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop
reasoned inferences from the source for both enquiries, and to evaluate the source
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. Some candidates used their
contextual knowledge to continue to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with
the sources adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up no contextual knowledge
to support their arguments and analysis.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood
the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted
by the question and shaped their responses appropriately to meet the demands of the
question. More responses were seen this summer that had a tendency to only deal with one
side of an argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing
the links between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge
the existence of a debate, where appropriate. Candidates need to be aware of the
chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology.
Equally, the evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the
chronology of the question. It was disappointing this summer to note that a number of
candidates seemed to have only a weak grasp on the timing of key events.
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Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question. The questions in this section are
set to encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded that, as has been
pointed out in previous Principal Examiner reports, this has important implications for the
higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at level 5
candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The
requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be
more specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others.
However, it was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any
section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was
addressed. To access bullet point 2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands
of the question. It was unlikely that most of the demands of the question would be met if the
answer had a restricted range that covered less than 60% of its chronology. It should also be
pointed out that ‘bookending’ the chronology with little between those ‘bookends’ is unlikely
to meet the demands of the higher levels in bullet point 2. Candidates are also reminded that
engaging with the specific stated factor, or turning point, if one is identified in the question, is
vital if candidates are to show that they have responded to the specific question asked.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Candidates of all levels were able to access the source and to at least reference both
enquiries, although candidates were more successful in talking about the nature of beliefs
about the Devil than the justification for the hunts. Candidates cited examples that the belief
that the Devil had been disturbed by the colonists’ arrival, that the Devil and his demons
make use of disguise and possession, and that the Devil had recruited witches to do his
bidding through the act of making a pact. Answers were generally weaker however on
justification: while many, for example, referenced the claim that the New Englanders
considered themselves to be God’s chosen people and that they had a duty to root out
witches because they considered themselves under threat, fewer referred to the claim that
the witches had already threatened the English, or to the implication that the activities of the
Devil and his followers were spreading elsewhere. On historical context, most referenced the
significance of the proximity to Native American settlements and the Indian wars, but
although many mentioned the type of evidence used at the trials, surprisingly few went into
much depth on the role of children in the hunt, and very few referred to the temporary
disruption of governance and judicial procedures. On provenance, many correctly identified
Cotton Mather as a well-known and respected preacher, but surprisingly few had any
comment to make on the date it was written, or, crucially, that the style of the pamphlet was
written in the style of a sermon with the clear intention of persuading his audience and
defending his own role. A few confused the relationship between Cotton and Increase
Mather. The best answers included the lack of governor, linked Indian wars to source and
internal threats due to dispute between Salem Town and Salem Village. The strongest
answers on both enquiries used specific examples from the trials to consider the content,
e.g. Mercy Lewis and the Indian raids when Mather mentions the Devil's forces, etc. Weaker
answers were descriptive, telling the events of the Salem witch hunts, rather than focusing
on what the question was actually asking.
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Contextual knowledge should be linked to points made by the source
rather than the other way round.
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This response makes valid inferences from the source material, for 
example, with regard to the nature of the beliefs and the justification 
given for the witch hunt. Contextual knowledge is added to confirm or
challenge these inferences. In addressing the utility of the source to 
the two enquiries, the candidate evaluates the position of the author 
and takes this into consideration when making a judgement. This is a 
level 5 response.



Question 2

This was the more popular of the Section B questions and candidates identified a whole
range of issues and coming to a successful conclusion. On the key theme, many candidates
went into some detail on the role of von Dornheim, including his position as Prince-Bishop
and his absolute conviction that witches were abroad, the use of the ‘witch-house’ and
torture, the confiscation of property, and his ignoring of directives from higher up. On the
contrary argument, most candidates identified such features as economic hardship, the
weather, the Thirty Years War, religious tension and the provisions of the Carolina Law code.
In the weaker answers candidates did not always consider the responsibility for the switch
from accusations to a full-blown witch hunt or made generalised comments about the trials.
A few candidates were unclear regarding von Dornheim having total control over Bamberg.
The strongest candidates had sufficient detail to fully evaluate the impact of von Dornheim,
weighing up other factors against him before reaching a support conclusion. There were
many very impressive answers.
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This is a strong level 5 response. It maintains an analytical focus
throughout and supports that focus with precise and specific
knowledge of the Bamberg witch hunt.

Weigh up your alternative factors against the factor stated in the
question to ensure you are evaluating throughout.
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Question 3

Overall, there was good understanding of the nature of the witch hunt in East Anglia but
some candidates struggled to define traditional authority, which weakened their responses
overall. The more successful answers included the dominance of male authority and the
return of the men to the area. The idea of judicial authority returning with the royalists was
also indicated, the best answers show the trained judges threw out cases for lack of solid
evidence and for the use of torture. The better answers included the idea of Royalist church
men and leaders leaving the area which freed up the Parliament supporting Puritans to
blame witches for difficult circumstances until the end of the Civil War. The strongest
candidates referencing such issues as the re-establishment of the assizes, the return of
Royalist gentry and stability generally after the Civil War ended, with some impressive
answers giving some detail of particular local examples such as King’s Lynn. Whilst some
other issues were covered, notably the costs that Hopkins and Sterne charged for their
services, or economic hardship generally, many candidates were weaker on the detail of the
counterargument. The stronger candidates were able to show links and considered the
relative importance of a range of issues before reaching a supported, evaluative conclusion.
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This is a Level 5 response which starts with a clear focus on the stated
factor and is well supported by precise evidence. This response is well
focussed and weighs up each factor in comparison to the stated factor,
a method which is highly effective.

You do not need to state your criteria in your introduction as this
response does, but you do need to consider how you are going to
measure and evaluate each factor.

29 GCE History 9HI0 33



Question 4

This was by far the more popular question in Section C and overall candidates were able to
consider the relative significance of Harsnett’s publication. On the key theme, most
candidates were able to provide a fair bit of detail, for example, the connection between
Harsnett’s publication and the Boy of Burton case, the ensuing ‘pamphlet war’, and that such
things as the use of exorcism were challenged as a result, although rather few mentioned
that Harsnett’s publication went beyond the specific case of Darell and gave natural
explanations for allegedly supernatural phenomena. Challenging the proposition, most
candidates mentioned other sceptical publications such as Scot, Ady, Bekker etc, and were
able to link some of these with various fraudulent cases such as the Demon Drummer of
Tedworth, the Jane Wenham case and Lord Chief Justice Holt. Weaker candidates covered
only a few sceptical works, and some could not show how the works impacted and relied on
assertion. There were a significant number of candidates who offered largely preprepared
answers, dismissing Harsnett straight away and focussing on the sceptical publication they
felt had the greatest impact, rather than comparing alternatives back to Harsnett and
weighing up against the stated factor. These answers did not score highly. More successful
responses were able to place Harsnett in the context of sceptical works as a whole and wider
to other issues. The strongest candidates were able to offer good comparisons of the
literature and the increasing scepticism of the law and upper classes. However only a few
divided the answer between the elite educated influenced by sceptic publications and the
majority of villagers who still blamed witchcraft for their misfortunes. Where this was well
handled, this produced excellent answers which tied together the various elements of the
response successfully.
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This response has a sustained analytical focus on the question
throughout. It does not approach the question chronologically but
includes a range of examples from across the period to illustrate and
support the analysis. It is particularly successful because sufficient
time is spent on Harsnett before considering alternative factors. This is
a strong level 5 response.

Remember that whilst you need to ensure that you have chronological
range, this does not mean that you have to argue chronologically.
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Question 5

This was the less popular of the breadth questions. It was clear that for some candidates
there was lack of detailed knowledge on the key theme. Candidates are reminded that this
theme is a key element of the specification. In the weaker responses the inference of the
understanding of the universe as a reason for no longer believing in witches and the
supernatural was missing. Several answers were very general referencing the names from
the question and their works sometimes but not in any great depth to show what importance
they had. The importance of their work was stated rather than supported with evidence.
Many just described the work of scientists, including Copernicus, without really linking this to
the focus of the question. Many candidates simply cycled through various developments
such as observation, models of the solar system, laws of motion, the impact of the Royal
Society etc, far fewer were able to say much about how all of this may have had a more
limited impact – so, such issues as the continued belief in power of astrology, demonic
intervention, alchemy, numerology, etc, or the condemnation of the Church and other elites,
received rather limited attention. Only the very strongest answers linked this to witchcraft
and the fact that Witchcraft Acts continued to be enforced and that the 1604 statute wasn’t
repealed until 1736 was conspicuous by its absence. More successful answers were able to
go beyond the stated individuals and bring in issues such as Locke and Hobbes, and
Copernicus to create a more rounded overview and place the individuals in the question in a
wider context.
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This is a Level 5 response as the candidate clearly considers the factor
in the question effectively, over the whole-time frame of the question.
There is detailed supporting evidence throughout the response, before
reaching a conclusion which is well focussed and reaches a clear
judgement.

Writing a brief plan ensures that you will have a well organised answer
and also one that covers the whole of the time frame in the question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries; there will be material in the
sources to support both enquiries
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop
valid inferences supported by the arguments raised in the source
Candidates should read the caption carefully, so they do not mistake its intent
Candidates should make use of relevant contextual knowledge to support inferences and
evaluation. It is not the quantity of contextual knowledge that is key, but the use to which it
is put.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this often undermines the
analysis that is required for the higher levels
Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach
Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can
address questions with chronological precision
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C
questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

45 GCE History 9HI0 33

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.




