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Introduction

Candidates engaged effectively across the ability range in paper 35 that deals with the British
Empire (35.1) and Britain at War (35.2).

The paper is divided into three sections: Section A has a compulsory question based on two
enquiries linked to one source (AO2); Section B has a choice of questions that address depth
of understanding of key topics in the specification (AO1); Section C has a choice of essays
relating to change over a period of at least a 100 years. There was little evidence of
candidates being unable to complete the paper.

In Section A candidates were required to identify key points related to both enquiries; to
develop reasoned inferences, which could be developed by the deployment of contextual
knowledge and to evaluate the source by use of contextual knowledge and consideration of
the attribution. It is important that contextual knowledge should be used to develop points
emerging from the source.

In Section B a pleasing proportion of candidates shaped their responses to meet the specific
demands of the question. It is important that candidates examine and analyse both sides of
the argument.

In Section C it is important that candidates demonstrate appropriate coverage of the
timeframe. In relation to bullet point 2 of the mark scheme, they need 75% plus to achieve L5
and 60% to be awarded L4.

The paper performed as it has in previous series with the vast majority of candidates
answering all three sections and completing their answers.
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Question 1

Candidates found the source accessible and were able to identify issues relevant to both
enquiries and illustrate them with specific references from the source. Many candidates
made an inference about Macquarie's approach, e.g. describing it as 'paternalistic' and
illustrated that from both evidence in the source and by deploying contextual knowledge.
There was evidence of evaluation in virtually all responses with many referring to the nature
of the source with Macquarie writing an official report to the government minister
responsible for the Colonies. Many also argued that he could be exaggerating the problems
he faced in order to boost his own achievement. Stronger candidates made reference to the
controversies towards the end of his period as Governor General and cited the impact of the
Bigge Report. Some used the source as a staging post for an essay on the two enquiries,
rather than assessing its value.
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Evaluation is vital in developing an answer to a Section A question.
Often the attribution will provide evidence of the nature and purpose
of the source and contextual knowledge can be used to confirm and/or
challenge points made in the source.
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A sound level 4 but has limitations. The candidate works with the 
source to identify and illustrates a range of points relevant to both 
enquiries. There is some deployment of contextual knowledge, e.g. a 
specific example of an educational development and reference to the 
opposition Macquarie faced both in Australia and in Britain because of
some of his policies. The candidate does not cite the Bigge Report 
explicitly. The candidate has very limited address to evaluation, but the
response is clearly expressed and structured.



Question 2

Candidates generally found the source accessible and were able to identify and illustrate
points relevant to both enquiries. The issue of morale tended to produce more evidence with
reference to diet, medical issues, accommodation with a significant number of candidates
deploying contextual knowledge with reference to the campaign that led to the McNeill-
Truscott report the following year. Candidates were also able to address the second enquiry
with reference being made to differences between commanders, Raglan and Burgoyne, and
the build-up of Russian defences and the advantage they had re supplies. The vast majority
of candidates attempted evaluation ranging from comments that this was a private letter to
his father to discussion that, as the son of a clergyman, Gowing had the advantage of a good
standard of literacy.

A sound level 4 response which works with the source to identify and illustrate a range of
points relevant to both enquiries. It deals with the key issues of lack of nutrition and disease
and backs them up with both specific references and the deployment of contextual
knowledge, e.g. to the work of Nightingale at Scutari. The second enquiry is also cited with
reference to supply issues, the poor quality of the British commanders and the formidable
defences constructed by the Russians. The evaluation is not fully developed with just basic
reference to it being a 'firsthand account'.
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This is a sound Level 4 response.

Candidates should read the attribution carefully as it often gives
indications of the nature and purpose of the source as well as the
position of the author. It is important in Section A responses that
contextual knowledge is deployed to develop points being made.
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Question 3

This question was chosen by the majority of candidates and the nominated factor was well
known with specific illustration of the various measures that antagonised Americans. Many
candidates also cited political issues with the mantra. 'No taxation without Representation'
appearing frequently. Strong candidates brought in other issues, e.g. the impact of
Enlightenment views and the influence of individuals such as Sam Adams and Charles James
Fox, the latter showing that there was some diversity of attitudes in Britain. Overall, this
question was done well, and candidates were prepared for it.
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A clear level 4 response. It is focused and structured and identifies and
develops a range of key points concerning the nominated factor and
other issues. It has some sense of context referring to the impact and
cost of the Seven Years War influencing British policy in America. It
cites specific detail, e.g. re tax levels to show how the situation
developed. Links are established between economic and political
issues by the reference to the Coercion Act. The point about the lack of
political representation is made and there is reference to the role of
Sam Adams.
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Question 4

A minority chose this question, but the responses ranged from sound to very good. There
was address to the nominated factor in all responses but with more effective development re
Arabi Pasha than on the impact of Arab nationalism. Most candidates cited other issues,
notably economic considerations and the French dimension and there was some effective
debate in a high proportion of the responses.
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A well organised and clearly written response which begins by
establishing the strategic and financial threat to British interests. It also
makes clear how the Suez Canal had transformed both issues in recent
years. Other factors are also identified re Arabi Pasha and the
candidate touches on some interesting points re the development of
Nationalism. A sound level 4 response.
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Question 5

There was very little difference between the number of responses to Q5 and Q6. There were
some impressive responses showing sound specific knowledge of the campaigns in the
Peninsular War and the qualities of command shown by Wellington. The strongest
candidates were able to cite Wellington's conduct in other campaigns, notably Waterloo.
There was some tendency to provide a narrative history of Wellington's strategies and
successes with limited engagement with the specific question.
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This response was awarded low level 4. It develops a general argument
and identifies some important points but lacks the range of specific
illustration and weighing up of the relative importance of factors to
facilitate a more substantial response. Nevertheless, the essay was
structured and clearly expressed.

It is important that candidates have a clear understanding of the
details of the campaigns and significance of the major military figures
cited in this specification.
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Question 6

The majority of candidates had a sound overall grasp of the development of British airpower,
but some listed the changes without explaining their significance and impact on the conduct
of the war. The strongest answers did this effectively with clear explanations of the central
part air power played in the All Arms warfare of 1918. There was also some informed
discussion of other factors, e.g. the internal situation in Germany and the impact of the USA
joining the war in 1917.
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This response merits level 5. It sustains focus and has a clear grasp of
the development and increasing contribution of British airpower as the
conflict intensified, culminating in the campaign of 1918. A range of
other factors is also identified and explained in order to facilitate an
informed debate.

40GCE History 9HI0 35



Question 7

This was the most popular Section C question in 35.1. The majority of candidates identified
and illustrated a sound range of points from across the period often starting with the impact
of the legislation re the Slave Trade in 1807 and going on to address a range of other factors,
e.g. Hong Kong, Singapore, the Suez Canal etc. Many candidates also considered the impact
of changes in Government policy, notably Free Trade. Stronger candidates weighed up the
relative significance of a range of factors and developed a balanced judgement. Coverage of
the timeframe was generally sound.
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A sound level 5 response. There is some effective address to the
nominated factor and a range of other points are identified providing
coverage of the timeframe. The relative significance of the different
points is analysed, and links are established between different factors.
The response is structured and clearly expressed.

It is important in responding to a nominated factor question to ensure
that the factor is thoroughly illustrated and analysed and then weighed
against the significance of a range of other points to facilitate a
substantial overall judgement.
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Question 8

Most candidates seemed to be well prepared for this question. There was some effective
address to the nominated factors although this was generally stronger re Aden than the
Falklands. Coverage of the timeframe was generally sound with reference to Singapore, Hong
Kong, Malta etc. There was especially effective comment on the importance of Gibraltar in
many responses. The stronger answers focused on analysing the relative significance of a
range of evidence in order to develop an informed overall judgement.
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A very thorough response with sustained focus on the specific
question with well-illustrated address to the nominated factors.
Coverage of the timeframe is comprehensive, and the candidate
analyses the significance of each factor weighing it against others. Very
well-structured response with clarity of expression throughout. The
response is a secure L5.

This response illustrates very well the importance of having a thorough
knowledge and clear understanding of the significance of all factors
featured in the themes section of the specification.
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Question 9

This was marginally the more popular of the Section C questions on 35.2. Most candidates
had a generally sound knowledge of gunnery development from the carronade to
Armstrong's innovations and to the Dreadnought's weaponry and firing systems. In a
minority of cases there was confusion about chronology. There was also effective comment
on a range of other factors from Middleton's reforms to the work of Graham (with reference
to HMS Excellent) and Fisher. Coverage of the timeframe was generally not an issue and the
stronger responses weighed up the relative significance of their chosen points and came to a
judgement about the specific question.
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A level 3 response which has some effective address to the impact of
the carronade and the innovations of Armstrong but does not cover a
large part of the timeframe and, therefore, does not weigh up the
importance of the Graham reforms and the establishment of HMS
Excellent, the reforms of Fisher and his impact on training and the
development of the Dreadnought etc. Nevertheless, the response is
structured and clearly expressed.

A thorough knowledge and understanding of the significance of all
points appearing in the themes section of the specification is essential
if the Section C questions are to be tackled with confidence. It is also
vital to have a clear grasp of chronology.
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Question 10

This question generally showed a sound knowledge of the nominated factor with
consideration of the massive contribution made by the civilian population in the First World
War. Most responses revealed knowledge of a range of points from earlier in the timeframe,
e.g. camp followers, taxation, contribution of women etc but a significant number were
rather fragmented and did not establish themes that could be followed through the whole
response to facilitate a more effective overall judgement.
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A level 3 response that is seriously compromised by lack of range and,
therefore, coverage of the time frame that means substantial overall
analysis and judgement can't be made. Nevertheless, there is some
address to the nominated factor with consideration of the impact of
conscription and the role of women in particular.

This response illustrates very clearly the importance of thorough
coverage and understanding of the specification.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

SECTION A

It is important to address both enquiries and not to simply paraphrase the source.
Candidates should develop reasoned inferences.
The attribution should be read carefully to indicate the nature of the source.
Contextual knowledge must be used to illustrate and develop the points identified.

SECTIONS B AND C

Analysis of a range of points is vital to achieve a high level
Students should plan their responses to facilitate a structured answer
A sound grasp of chronology is important.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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