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Introduction

Candidates were able to engage effectively with 9HI0 35 dealing with Losing and Gaining an
Empire (35.1) and The British Experience of Warfare (35.2). The paper consists of three
sections. Section A is based on a primary source which forms the basis for consideration of
two enquiries. Section B requires an essay on a depth topic with a question based on a
second order concept, eg change, which promotes informed debate. Section C is a breadth
question which covers a 100 year period.

Most candidates managed their time effectively although there were cases where the section
C response was not completed.

In section A the strongest answers were rooted in the source with a range of points identified
relevant to the two enquiries. Candidates then deployed their contextual knowledge to
develop these points. It was disappointing that in a small number of cases one of the
enquiries was not addressed. There will always be material relevant to both enquiries in the
source.

In section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that were shaped to
meet the demands of the question. There were responses that only looked at one side of the
question. Candidates must be aware of the need to develop a counter argument. It is also
vital that candidates respect the chronological parameters of the question.

Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question which covers at least a 100
years. Bullet point 2 of the mark schemes makes clear that to attain level 5 on that bullet
point it is necessary to cover at least 75% of the timeframe. To reach level 4 on that bullet
point 60% is required. It is crucial on this question to focus on the exact question that has
been set.
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Question 1

Candidates were required to identify from the source points relating to the problems faced
by the Lieutenant-Governor and the attitude he showed to his role. The majority of
candidates were able to highlight points relevant to both enquiries with specific references
from the source being cited. In most responses inferences were drawn and, in many cases,
contextual knowledge was deployed to create reasoned inferences. This was particularly the
case when discussing Head's attitude, notably to the more radical political elements and the
dismissive tone he took towards the central issue of responsible government with Canadians
playing a greater role. Stronger candidates commented on the tone of the source and what it
revealed about the personality of the writer. Evaluation of the source was disappointing in
many answers and some clearly expected to rely on the attribution to provide material for
that assessment. Stronger candidates, however, showed knowledge and understanding of
Head's reaction to his political superiors and the news that he was to be replaced by Durham.
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Q1. Merits a sound level 4 mark.

Engages with the source and deploys some effective contextual
knowledge to illustrate points. Argues that the treatment of one of the
enquiries is not strong but is very thorough in dealing with the other
enquiry.
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Question 2

Candidates were required to examine the tactics employed by Wellington at Waterloo and to
identify the value of the source for assessing Wellington's qualities as a commander. The
majority of candidates rooted their response to both enquiries in the source and a range of
key points were identified and illustrated by specific deployment of contextual knowledge.
There was evidence of reasoned inference in the vast majority of responses, eg Wellington's
attention to detail shown by his choice of the site for the decisive encounter and his
development of strong points in the farm buildings. Many candidates also commented on his
strategic ability, eg his co-operation with the Prussians who played such a key role. The
majority of candidates produced some sound evaluation and some commented on the
significance of his relations with his political superiors and the way he kept them informed of
developments.
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Q2. Merits a clear level 5. Response is rooted in the source and
identifies points central to both enquiries. Cites specific references
from the source and deploys contextual knowledge to develop points.
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Question 3

The most popular of the questions in this section of the paper. Candidates were required to
discuss the reasons for the British loss of the American Colonies with an assessment of the
contention that the superior military skills of the rebel Americans was the most significant
factor. The topic was generally well known and the majority of candidates identified a range
of points and at least began to weigh them up. Consideration of the nominated factor tended
to focus on the role of Washington and the Americans' knowledge and use of the landscape
but there was also some effective discussion of the development of the Continental Congress
and role of individuals such as Sam Adams. Most candidates were aware of the role of the
French, eg at Yorktown, and linked it to their development of American military superiority.

Other factors were also identified to promote informed debate. Most candidates discussed
British military failings with some impressively clear accounts of the Saratoga campaign.
Strong candidates also discussed other weaknesses on the British side including political
divisions at home, commitments to other parts of the Empire and the failure to deploy the
potentially decisive Royal Navy effectively.

18GCE History 9HI0 35



19 GCE History 9HI0 35



20GCE History 9HI0 35



21 GCE History 9HI0 35



22GCE History 9HI0 35



23 GCE History 9HI0 35



24GCE History 9HI0 35



Q3. Merits clear level 4.

A focused response which develops an argument and deploys a range
of specific evidence to illustrate it. The response is an interesting
example of a candidate who focuses on strong development of
American perspectives and not other factors, eg French and Spanish
interventions.
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Question 4

This was the less popular question in this section. The question aimed to promote an
informed discussion of the reasons for the decision to establish settlements in Western
Australia and to weigh the economic and commercial points against other factors, notably
the determination to prevent France establishing bases in this area and the need to develop
and safeguard British interests in Asia. The majority of candidates were able to develop
points regarding the availability of potentially rich agricultural land, notably for sheep
farming and the opportunity to start a new life. The stronger responses developed these
points and were able to introduce evidence specifically related to Western Australia, eg the
contribution of James Stirling and the development of the Swan River Company.
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Q4. Merits level 4.

The response identifies commercial and financial reasons for
settlement and cites the intention of safeguarding British interests,
especially against the French.

There is a lack of specific reference to Western Australia but the
general points are valid and the response is clearly structured.
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Question 5

This was the most popular of the questions in this section. Candidates were expected to
examine the reasons for Boer success in the conflict up to the relief of Ladysmith and weigh
the significance of Boer strengths against other factors. The nominated factor was illustrated
and explained in the majority of responses with reference to the quality of their commanders
and the effectiveness of their 'commando' tactics. There was also much reference to their
knowledge of the terrain with stronger candidates citing specific examples, eg Colenso. Many
candidates were also aware of the significance of the use of more advanced German military
equipment, eg Mauser rifles. Candidates then measured these points against British failings
with much focus on Buller and the lack of manpower in the early stages of the conflict.
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Q5. Merits level 4.

Addresses the nominated factor and cites specific Boer strengths, eg
knowledge of the terrain, strict discipline and use of German Mauser
rifles. Weighs this against a range of British failings, notably those of
Buller. Some specific engagements are cited.
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Question 6

This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. The majority of candidates
used their knowledge of the campaigns on the Western Front and the developments in
military technology to develop an informed argument, eg the developments of machine guns
which could be used on both sides of the debate and the advent of tanks.

Many candidates brought in other factors, eg the changing tactical mindset of senior
commanders and the impact of events in other theatres of the War. There was also some
effective discussion of the significance of more sophisticated communications technology.
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Q6. Merits entry point level 5.

Identifies and illustrates a range of factors, notably machine guns and
tanks, with some specific engagements cited. Strong on impact of
improved communications technology and covers the timeframe
effectively.
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Question 7

This was the more popular question in this section of the paper. The question required
consideration of the proposition that the developing power of the Royal Navy was the most
significant stimulus to British commercial development. Many candidates identified and
illustrated a sound range of points with some effective specific illustration, eg the change in
ship types and the establishing of naval harbours in many key locations to protect trade
routes.

Many candidates developed other factors and some of these, eg the expeditions and
cartography of James Cook and the work of Barrow in sponsoring expeditions, could be
related to developments in the Royal Navy.
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Q7. Merits level 5. Identifies a range of points with some effective
specific illustration. Relative significance of factors is weighed up to
facilitate a balanced overall judgement. Does not achieve a clear level 5
because of a lack of full chronological coverage.
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Question 8

This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. The question required
consideration of the proposition that developments in the Americas, rather than in the Far
East, had the most significant impact on the pattern of trade.

The majority of candidates had at least sound analysis of the pattern of trade with the
American Colonies and later with the USA. However, only a minority of candidates provided
evidence regarding Canada, the Caribbean or South America.

However, most candidates provided at least a fair range of points regarding the developing
trade with the Far East.
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Q8. Merits sound level 4. The response deals effectively with Far East
factors with some good citing of specific evidence. However, it has a
relatively narrow consideration of the Americas with its focus being on
the American Colonies and the USA.
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Question 9

This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. Candidates were required to
consider the proposition that the Haldane Army Reforms were the most significant in
identifying the issues that the British Army faced and advancing solutions.

The nominated factor was addressed effectively by the vast majority of candidates and it was
pleasing to note that most candidates attempted to comment on the ‘issues’ as well as the
‘solutions’. Most candidates also addressed the McNeill-Tulloch report and the Cardwell
reforms but a significant number neglected the earlier part of the timeframe, eg reduced
military budgets after the end of the French Wars in1815 and the conservative mindset
regarding potential reform of influential figures such as Wellington. This had implications for
the level awarded for bullet point 2 of the mark scheme.
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Q9 Merits a sound level 5. There is a clear and effective address to the
nominated factor with specific illustration and explanation. The
response identifies a range of other factors with coverage of the
timeframe.
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Question 10

This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. This question required
consideration of the proposition that changes in ship types were the most significant factor
in the development of the Royal Navy as a fighting force.

This question was effectively responded to by the majority of candidates with sound
coverage from the Middleton reforms through to the policies of Admiral Fisher and the
evolution of the submarine at the end of the timeframe. There was a pleasing amount of
specific illustration. Other factors, notably more effective professional training at places such
as HMS Excellent, were advanced by many candidates.
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Q10. Merits a clear level 4. Identifies a range of points with some
effective specific illustration. Develops a clear argument and has
generally good coverage of the timeframe apart from the earliest part.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper candidates are offered the following advice:

SECTION A

Read the question carefully and ensure that both enquiries are addressed.
Do not summarise the source but focus on developing reasoned inferences.
Read the caption carefully as it may be helpful in your evaluation of the source.
Make full use of relevant contextual knowledge to support your inferences and evaluation.

SECTIONS B & C

Planning the response will help to produce an effective analysis
Make sure that you are clear about the focus of the specific question and its chronological
parameters.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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