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Introduction

Candidates engaged effectively across the ability range in paper 37.2 that deals with
Germany from 1871-1990. The paper is divided into three sections: section A has a
compulsory question based on two enquiries linked to one source (AO2); Section B has a
choice of questions that address depth of understanding of key topics from the specification
(AO1). Section C has a choice of essays relating to change over a period of at least a 100
years. There was little evidence of candidates being unable to complete the paper.

In section A, candidates were required to identify key points related to both enquiries; to
develop reasoned inferences and to evaluate the source by deploying contextual knowledge
and consideration of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is important that
contextual knowledge should be used to develop points emerging from the source.

In section B a pleasing proportion of candidates shaped their responses to meet the specific
demands of the question. It is also important that candidates examine and analyse both
sides of the argument. This does not preclude a clear judgement, which will be more
convincing if a range of points have been weighed up.

Section C has a choice of breadth questions. Candidates are reminded that to achieve level 5
on bullet point 2 there must be at least 75% of the timeframe and that level 4 on bullet point
2 requires at least 60% coverage.

The paper performed as it has in previous series. The sources had been quality checked at
QPEC and provided a framework for developing arguments relating to both enquiries. The
essay questions cover a range of key points. The vast majority of candidates addressed
questions in all three sections and provided completed responses.
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Question 2

The source was accessible to candidates and the majority were able to identify and illustrate
points related to both enquiries, especially concerning the appeal of the Party. Reasoned
inferences were drawn about the appeal to the author, 'burning desire to belong', and to the
effectiveness of the National Socialist propaganda messages, 'Do away with the shameful
Peace'. There was much effective comment on the collective passion and sense of purpose
that the National Socialists sought to develop. Many candidates commented effectively on
the atmosphere described in the source with its sense of drama, 'torch lit procession', and
the discipline and order of the marchers. The majority of candidates deployed some
contextual knowledge, notably about the scale of unemployment and the ruthless action
taken after the later Reichstag Fire. A small number of candidates made interesting
comments on the reliance on denunciations in relation to Melita reporting back on her
neighbours. The vast majority of candidates had some address to evaluation. These varied
from stating that Melita was protecting her own position after the War to discussion of
hindsight, often picking up on the expression 'idealistic fantasy'.
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This response was awarded entry point level 5 and the candidate
works with the source in developing their answer. There is evidence,
often short extracts, that the source has been interrogated to identify
points relevant to both enquiries and there is some effective
deployment of contextual knowledge to develop points, e.g.
propaganda. The evaluation is largely basic, 'first hand perspective'
'personal letter'. Despite of, perhaps partly because of, the very
detailed plan on the first page the answer could have a clearer overall
argument but it is a piece of writing rooted in the source rather than
using it as a source of information.

Candidates can benefit from a clear and simple plan to help them to
think through the question and decide on how to form their answer. It
is also useful to read through the source carefully before they begin to
write up their response. If they can analyse the source they are far
more likely to be able to assess its value.
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Question 5

This was the most popular question in section B and the majority of candidates seemed well
prepared for it. There was effective address to the nominated factor with most candidates
focusing on the failure of the Spring Offensive after its initial promise. The impact of the
United States intervention was well known as were the views expressed by Hindenburg and
Ludendorff in the Autumn of 1918. Many candidates discussed the significance of Erzberger's
Peace Resolution but this was absent from a significant minority of responses. Address to
counter arguments was more varied and the range of factors identified was limited in many
responses. The social issues inside Germany and the unrest they caused was not always
backed up with specific illustration and few candidates made reference to the deteriorating
military situation on other fronts.
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A clear level 4 response which identifies and begins to illustrate a
range of points and shows awareness of how they can be linked into
an overall argument. There is some weighing up and an overall
judgement is put forward. There is some specific evidence to back up
points but this aspect could be stronger to facilitate a more substantial
judgement. There is evidence of structure in the answer and
expression is generally clear.

Candidates should ensure that they are aware of the significance of all
named individuals who feature in the specification.
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Question 6

This was less popular than Q5 but the majority of the responses showed a sound overall
understanding of the issues. Candidates showed awareness of context and Adenauer's
intention to focus on the reconstruction of the Federal Republic. This involved what were
widely believed to be compromises involving the decision to employ in key positions
individuals, e.g. Globke, who had held office under the National Socialist regime. A minority
of candidates discussed the view that has been widely debated in many recent books that
Germany itself was a victim of the Nazi regime and the ravages of War. Most responses had
some address to the counter arguments, e.g. the payment of compensation, but few cited
the setting up of research institutions or the trials, e.g of Einsatzgruppen members at Ulm in
the late 1950s.
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The main focus of the response is on how de-Nazification was
influenced by the overall primary objective of Adenauer to 'revitalise'
the Federal republic and to create a 'self-sustaining nation'. The answer
shows what measures to implement de-Nazification were taken in the
early years and indicates that denying all Germans who had been
officials under the National Socialist regime would be an 'immense
obstacle' to recovery. No specific names, e.g. Globke, are cited. The
response does address the other measures taken, e.g. compensation,
research into the impact of anti Semitism in areas like Bavaria of the
trials of Einsatzgruppen members. The answer is on the cusp of L3/L4
and was adjudged to be entry point level 4.

It is important that candidates are aware of the meaning of all terms,
e.g. de-Nazification that appear in the specification.
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Question 9

Responses to this question were very varied in their approach and in the range of points
being made. The strongest answers tended to start with the nominated factor, which is
explicitly cited in the specification, and identify the evidence for this opinion of the
post-World War Two period. Some candidates focused very heavily on the changing roles and
status of women. Then a range of other periods were considered and judgements were
made about the relative significance of the social change, sometimes in a very negative
sense, in different periods. The majority of responses cited a range of points covering large
parts of the timeframe but lacked a clear overall argument and structure. A fair number of
the answers would have benefitted from more planning before they were written up.
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A sound level 5 response which identifies a range of key issues across
the timeframe and begins to weigh up their relative significance. There
is evidence throughout the answer of the deployment of specific
contextual knowledge to exemplify the points being made. The
nominated factor is addressed and related to other social changes
across the period. The response is structured and clearly expressed.

It is important that candidates are confident in their understanding of
points and expressions that feature in the specification, e.g. 'social
mobility'.
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Question  10

The majority of candidates deployed a sound range of points spread across the timeframe.
However, a significant number did not structure their responses to best effect in relation to 
the specific question. In most scripts a fair amount of evidence was provided but there was a
lack of analysis of the relative significance of factors.
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A sound level 5 response. The candidate addresses the issues that are
central to the question and identifies a range of points across the
timeframe with some strong specific evidence to facilitate substantial
judgement. The candidate engages with the argument and makes
judgements re the relative significance of developments. The answer is
expressed clearly and the judgements are balanced.

37 GCE History 9HI0 37



It is important to have a knowledge and understanding of key issues
relating to the themes across the timeframe. Specific evidence should
be advanced to add substance to general points.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

SECTION A

It is important to address both enquiries.
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the source but identify and develop reasoned
inferences.
Candidates should deploy appropriate contextual knowledge but it must be used to
develop points that have emerged from their analysis of the source.

SECTIONS B & C

Sustained analysis is an essential requirement in higher level responses.
A clear and accurate sense of chronology is a characteristic of higher level responses.
A plan will help to ensure focused and structured responses.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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