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REPORT PAPER 37.1

Candidates were able to engage effectively with 9HIO 37.1 dealing with The changing nature of warfare,
1859-1991. The paper consists of three sections. Section A is based on a primary source which forms the
basis for consideration of two enquiries. Section B requires an essay on a depth topic with a question
based on a second order concept, e.g. change, which promotes informed debate. Section C is a breadth
question which covers a 100 year period.

Most candidates managed their time effectively although there were cases where the section C response
was not completed.

In section A the strongest answers were rooted in the source with a range of points identified relevant to
the two enquiries. Candidates then deployed their contextual knowledge to develop these points. It was
disappointing that in a small number of cases one of the enquiries was not addressed. There will always be
material relevant to both enquiries in the source.

In section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that were shaped to meet the
demands of the question. There were responses that only looked at one side of the question. Candidates
must be aware of the need to develop a counter argument. It is also vital that candidates respect the
chronological parameters of the question.

Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question which covers at least a 100 years. Bullet point
2 of the mark schemes makes clear that to attain level 5 on that bullet point it is necessary to cover at
least 75% of the timeframe. To reach level 4 on that bullet point 60% is required. It is crucial on this
guestion to focus on the exact question that has been set.

REPORT ON INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONS

Q1. The question was based on a source written by Petain, a senior French commander, in a book about
the Battle of Verdun in a book that he published after the First World War had ended.

Candidates worked on the source in order to identify points related to two enquiries : Petain’s use of
technology in the Verdun campaign and his qualities as a commander. The majority of candidates were
able to make reasoned influences supported by references in the source and/or by making use of
contextual knowledge. Candidates could then make substantial judgements about the value of the source
in relation to both enquiries and also evaluate the source with particular reference to the attribution.

The majority of the candidates found the source accessible and overall the level of response was pleasing.

Q3 This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. The question required focus on the
campaigns of 1917-18 when greater mobility became a feature of the conflict. The majority of candidates
started by considering the nominated factor and , in virtually all responses , there was recognition of how
the revolution in communications transformed the conduct of battles. Some very effective specific
examples were cited, notably from the Amiens campaign.

Candidates also identified other factors, e.g. the contribution of aircraft, the greater flexibility of tactics
employed by commanders, the situation in other theatres of war etc. Above all the majority of candidates
were aware of the advent of All Arms Warfare.
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Q4. This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. Candidates were aware of the
development of Japanese military technology, e.g. fighter aircraft, communications and use of aircraft
carriers. They also discussed other factors, notably the surprise nature of the assault. A significant number
made the point that, although the US sustained significant losses their aircraft carriers were not present.

Q7. The two questions in this section were equally popular. Candidates were generally well versed in the
significance of Hollywood films with key examples being cited from Wings in the 1930s, to Mrs Miniver in
the Second World War and a range of films related to the Vietnam conflict. Some candidates also cited
silent films from the First World War and newsreels from the Spanish Civil war and Korea.

The majority of candidates identified a range of other examples of remembrance, photographs from
Mathew Brady and Gardner from the American Civil War, documentary/propaganda from the
Spanish/America war and some of the classic novels, memoirs and journalism that had a huge impact.

The majority of candidates were very thorough in their coverage of the timeframe.

Q8. As with Q7, the majority of candidates were well versed re this topic. The impact of the telegraph was
well known and there was much effective writing on the creation of the Associated Press etc. Coverage
was generally very sound with reference to W H Russell in the American Civil War, the impact of the Hearst
press in the Spanish American War, extensive reporting from the First World War.

Candidates balanced consideration of the nominated factor and considered other forms of reporting of
20 century conflicts with the advent of newsreels, radio and the Voice of America and Ed Murrow, the
advent of television and, in particular CNN from more recent conflicts, e.g. the Gulf War. Very few
candidates failed the mention the impact of Walter Cronkite at a crucial stage of the Vietnam conflict.

Introduction 37.2

Candidates were able to engage effectively with 9HIO 37.2 dealing with German History 18711990. The
paper consists of three sections. Section A is based on a primary source which forms the basis for
consideration of two enquiries. Section B requires an essay on a depth topic with a question based on a
second order concept, eg change, which promotes informed debate. Section C is a breadth question which
covers a 100 year period.

Most candidates managed their time effectively although there were cases where the section C response
was not completed.

In section A the strongest answers were rooted in the source with a range of points identified relevant to
the two enquiries. Candidates then deployed their contextual knowledge to develop these points. It was
disappointing that in a small number of cases one of the enquiries was not addressed. There will always be
material relevant to both enquiries in the source.

In section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that were shaped to meet the
demands of the question. There were responses that only looked at one side of the question. Candidates
must be aware of the need to develop a counter argument. It is also vital that candidates respect the
chronological parameters of the question.
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Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question which covers at least 100 years. Bullet point 2
of the mark scheme makes clear that to attain level 5 on that bullet point it is necessary to cover at least
75% of the timeframe. To reach level 4 on that bullet point 60% is required. It is crucial on this question to
focus on the exact question that has been set.

Question 2

The source, extracts from the 1871 Constitution itself, enabled candidates to identify key points relevant to
the two enquiries and to develop reasoned inferences relevant to both. The majority of candidates
engaged with the source and cited specific references related to both enquiries. There was also effective
deployment of contextual knowledge to illustrate points made.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your

mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross .
' Chosen question number. ?mtion 1 @ %o 5 2
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A sound level 5. A focused response which is rooted in the source and
identifies a range of points relevant to both enquiries. There are
examples of reasoned inferences which are supported by specific
references in the source and the deployment of contextual knowledge.}

Question 5

This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. The question required analysis of the roots
of the crisis which developed in Germany in 1917 over the conduct of the First World War with the
significance of Erzberger measured against a range of other factors. These factors included the economic
and social conditions in Germany and the unrest they had caused and the events in the War itself and, in
particular, the views of military leaders such as Hindenberg and Ludendorff. The majority of candidates
identified and developed a range of points and developed an informed argument.
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/--l\. Examiner Comments

A clear level 5. A focused response which addresses the nominated
factor and identifies, illustrates and explains a range of other points to
promote informed debate. There is a well balanced argument with a

clear structure.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. The majority of candidates were able to
address the nominated factor effectively and illustrate the failings of the political opposition, eg the poor
leadership of Schumacher and Ollenhauer, and weigh this against the successes of the CDU, notably the

feeling that Adenauer would promote stability, the economic policies of Erhard and the benefits that
resulted from the movement towards European unity.
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A clear level 5. A strong response which identifies and develops a
comprehensive range of points and develops a balanced argument.

Clearly expressed and well structured. J
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Question 9

This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. The question required consideration of the
proposition that the most significant changes in the status of women in German society only happened
after 1945.

The majority of candidates were able to consider the nominated factor, citing specific evidence such as the
implementation of the Basic Law and the progress women were able to make in the professions and in
Public Life, and weigh it against developments in earlier periods.

Coverage was rarely a weakness and there was some informed consideration of the initial progress made in
the period 1871-1914, the impact of War and the changing attitudes during the Weimar period. Responses
revealed sound knowledge of developments during the Nazi period with an interesting variety of opinions
being expressed.
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Examiner Comments

Merits sound level 4. A clearly written and structured response which
has sound overall coverage of the timeframe. It identifies a range of
points with some effective illustration which could have been
developed in some sections, eg the shift in attitude to female
¥employment during the Second World War. J
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Question 10

This was the less popular question in this section of the paper. Candidates were generally well informed
about the developments in the nominated factor period, 1871-1914. There was informed discussion of the
impact of trading policies, focus on improving infrastructure, the encouragement of cartels and the
economic stimulus provided by the military build up, especially in the Navy.

The majority of candidates went on to discuss a range of other periods across the timeframe. The issue of
coverage was rarely an issue. A few candidates skirted over the Weimar period but there was much
substantial coverage of the Nazi period and post 1945 policies culminating in the development of the EEC.

It was pleasing to see much informed debate and a variety of judgements.
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Examiner Comments

Merits mid level 5. A thorough response with sound overall coverage of
the timeframe. The nominated factor is considered with effective
illustration and explanation. Its significance is weighed against later
\developments to promote informed debate. J

Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

® Candidates should read the question carefully, so that they ensure that they are dealing with both

enquiries
® Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by developing
reasoned inferences that are fully discussed
® Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the source Candidates
® should make use of relevant contextual knowledge to support inferences and evaluation. It is not the
quantity of contextual knowledge that is key, but the use to which it is put.

Sections B and C
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® Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach

® Candidates should read the question carefully to ensure that they are answering the question that has
been set, both in terms of its focus and its chronological parameters Candidates should avoid a

® narrative/descriptive approach; this often undermines the analysis that is required for the higher levels
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions.

[

Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/gradeboundaries.html
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