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Introduction

Candidates across the ability range continue to be able to engage effectively with the A Level
Paper 38 which deals with The Making of Modern Russia, 1855-1991 (38.1) and The Making of
Modern China, 1860-1997 (38.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in
depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little
evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the
time allocated this summer. More significantly, examiners continue to comment on the fact
that a minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting. Candidates
are strongly reminded that examiners can only give credit for what they can read. Also,
examiners commented this year on the increasing use of shorthand and abbreviations in
answers, which sometimes hinders meaning and spoils the flow of an argument.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop
reasoned inferences from the source relevant to both enquiries, also to evaluate the source
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. This summer there was some
evidence of more candidates using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer
to the enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in
candidates not dealing with the source adequately.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood
the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted
by the question. Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification,
and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.
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In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of
change that are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the
questions that are set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again
that this has important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark
scheme. To access bullet point 2 at level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’
to the demands of the question. The requirements of questions will vary and key
developments relating to the question may be more specific to the entire chronological range
in some questions and options than in others. However, it was judged not possible for
candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any section C question unless at least 75% of
the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet point 2 at level 4
candidates need to meet ‘most’ of the demands of the question. It was unlikely that most of
the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that covered
less than 60% of its chronology .

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure
understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme.
Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the
criteria that they plan to use, when in fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that
will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the
basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the
process of reaching that judgement.
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Question 1

There were some very good responses to this question. Most candidates were able to make
inferences from the source with regard to the changes introduced by the October Manifesto,
e.g. its introduction of a law-making duma and the impact this had on Tsarist autocracy, and
many identified the Tsar’s reluctance to accept the implications of this. Some sound
contextual knowledge was added to these inferences, with reference to the manner in which
the new Fundamental Laws limited some of the reforms promised during 1905. When
considering the use of the source to the enquiry, there were some convincing comments
made about the Tsar’s desire to be seen to fulfil the promises he had made, while at the
same time seeking to persuade his ministers that they went too far.

On the other hand, weaker responses had a weaker understanding of the October Manifesto
and struggled to make use of the source as a result. Comments on the nature, origin or
purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its
use to the enquiries specified in the question. A significant minority of candidates neglected
to make any developed comment on the utility of the source, which lost them marks.
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This response makes several inferences from the source content with
regard to both enquiries and adds some contextual knowledge to
expand upon the points made. Knowledge is also used to challenge
some of the claims made in the source. A valid attempt is made finally
to examine the nature of the source when coming to a judgement on
its utility. It was awarded a low L4 mark.

11 GCE History 9HI0 38



Question 2

This question was answered well on the whole. The stronger candidates made reasoned
inferences with reference to the reasoning behind Japanese actions in Nanjing and used
knowledge of the historical context to illuminate the content of the source. When considering
the scale of the violence in the city, there were some very good, reasoned inferences with
reference to the actions of the army even shocking Japanese diplomats in the city. Many
noted the tone and language of the Tribunal’s judgement in attempting to weigh the value of
the source to the two enquiries.

Weaker responses often tended to paraphrase the source content and writing extensively
about the background to the second Sino-Japanese War. Comments on the nature, origin or
purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its
use to the two enquiries.
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Here the candidate does address their answer to both enquiries and
makes inferences from the content of the source, though these are not
developed very far. Some contextual knowledge is added, but it tends
to be general background rather than specifically chosen. An attempt
is made to take into account the nature of the source when addressing
its utility to the question, but this has limited justification. It received a
high L3 mark.
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Question 3

This was the less popular essay in Section B of Paper 38.1 Stronger answers were able to use
sound knowledge to analyse the Provisional government’s reasoning for continuing the war
and the implications of this decision before examining a range of other factors for its failure,
notably the opposition of the Bolsheviks. Weaker answers tended to describe the course of
the war for Russia without direct reference to the events of 1917. It was clear that some
candidates had a less than precise knowledge of the material and, rather than coming to a
reasoned judgement, these tended to rely on assertion.
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This response sustains an analytical focus on the reasons for the
failure of the Provisional government and examines the relationship
between the various factors in coming to a judgement. Sufficient
knowledge is deployed to respond fully to the demands of the
question, and the argument is logical throughout, and communicated
with clarity. It received a low L5 mark.
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Question 4

This question was often done very well. The background to the introduction of Gorbachev’s
reform programme was often known in some detail, for example, long-term economic
stagnation, the effects of the Afghanistan War, and the impact of alcoholism. Where some
answers were weaker however, was in their ability to link these problems more closely to
Gorbachev’s policies of perestroika and glasnost and the pace at which they were introduced.
Weaker answers frequently knew little that was precise and accurate about the USSR in the
1980s, and were unable to come to a reasoned judgement.
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This answer clearly identifies various key factors that convinced
Gorbachev to introduce his reform programme, including economic
stagnation. Sufficient knowledge is deployed to meet most of the
demands of the question and valid criteria are identified and applied in
coming to a judgement. It was given a high L4 mark.
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Question 5

Many of the candidates who answered this question knew a range of reasons for the Boxer
Rebellion, notably the encroachment of foreigners into Chinese life since the 1860s. The
better answers were also able to effectively examine the impact Empress Cixi had on the
course of the rebellion, for example, her continued opposition to reform or her refusal to
order action against the Boxers, a factor with which some struggled. The weaker responses
often lacked depth and accuracy, and judgements were asserted rather than being based on
valid criteria.
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Key issues relevant to the development of the Boxer Rebellion are
analysed in this response, although consideration of the role of Cixi is a
little undeveloped. Overall however, sufficient knowledge is deployed
to meet most of the demands of the question and the overall
judgement is supported, even if some of the evaluations are only
partially substantiated. It was given a mid L4 mark.
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Question 6

This was the more popular question in Section B of Paper 38.2 and was often done very well
indeed. Many good answers were able to chart the fluctuations in the relationship between
China and the USA throughout the period in question, and often against a range of different
criteria, e.g. economic or diplomatic. Some concluded with some conviction that the
relationship by the 1990s had improved sufficiently to transcend US reservations about
China’s human rights record, though others did note the difficulties surrounding Jiang
Zemin’s visit to the USA in 1997. Weaker answers often knew something of the improvement
in trade and the impact of the Tiananmen protests but a lack of depth of knowledge, and
accuracy, was often a serious impediment.
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Here, the candidate sustains an analysis on China’s relationship with
the USA throughout the essay. Sufficient knowledge is deployed to
respond fully to the demands of the question, and valid criteria are
established in coming to a judgement on the extent to which this
relationship improved. The argument is communicated with clarity.
This answer was awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 7

This was by far the less popular of the Section C questions for paper 38.1. Candidates who
attempted it often knew something of the impact of government policies on peasants in
Russia during this period that may have encouraged them to leave the land, e.g. the impact
of redemption payments or Land Captains under the Tsars, or of war communism under the
communists. Fewer were able to evidence other factors behind the movement of peasants to
urban areas, however, such as climatic conditions, famine or the general pull of
industrialisation. Weaker answers tended to use a chronological approach which often didn’t
help evaluation of the question. Also, some candidates failed to make sufficient distinction
with regard to ‘leaving the land’. For example, while Khrushchev’s policies did encourage
many to move to Kazakhstan, they were not necessarily leaving the land.
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Key issues relevant to the question are analysed here, for example, the
impact of Stolypin’s reforms and the Land Decree in encouraging
peasants to leave the land or to stay. However, the knowledge
deployed lacks depth and chronological range, and the judgement is
weakly substantiated. It achieved a low L4 mark.
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Question 8

There were some very impressive responses to this question that examined the impact of
collectivisation on agricultural production throughout its life, from the 1920s through to the
grain imports of the 1960s 70s and 80s, and were able to justify its lack of success against
other policies, notably Stolypin’s reforms or Khrushchev’s Maize Mania. Though some
candidates did address collectivisation, many appeared to argue that it was a process that
ended in the 1930s, and many did not link it sufficiently to the focus of the question, which
was agricultural production. Weaker answers again, tended to use a chronological approach
to the question, starting in the 1860s but often running out of steam by the 1950s. There was
some lack of precision in some answers also, for example, with regard to the purpose of
policies like war communism.
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This answer ends abruptly, however, the argument is clear throughout.
Key issues relevant to the attempts made to improve agricultural
production in Russia between the 1860s and 1960s are addressed,
deploying knowledge sufficient to respond fully to the demands of the
question. Judgements concerning the success, or lack of success, of the
various policies are made in the course of the discussion. This
response was awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 9

There were few answers to this question. Stronger responses were able to identify
improvements made by the Chinese government across this period with regard to road
building and the development of a rail network. Against this, most noted the overall failure of
the Qing Dynasty to prioritise internal communications during the nineteenth century, the
setbacks suffered with regard to the telegraph network under Jiang Jieshi and some argued,
with some acuity, that many improvements that were made were made not by Chinese
governments but by foreigners, for example, the Japanese in Manchuria.
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Here, the candidate maintains a focus on attempts made in China to
improve internal communications throughout their answer. Knowledge
sufficient to respond fully to the demands of the question is used, and
valid criteria for judgement are established in the process of coming to
a conclusion. It was awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 10

This was by far the most popular of the Section C questions for Paper 38.2, and a variety of
approaches was offered with regard to the phrase ‘Chinese adaptations of western
ideologies’. Some candidates interpreted this to mean largely ‘adoption’ of western
ideologies, and argued that economic growth was stronger when Chinese governments used
capitalist methods based upon western, liberal norms. Also, different candidates offered
different approaches to the interpretation of Soviet Marxism – some argued it was a western
ideology while others argued otherwise. All valid approaches were rewarded.

Those who attempted this question often had a secure knowledge and understanding of the
pattern of economic growth in China in the period and of government approaches from the
Qing to Deng. Many argued that Deng’s blend of western capitalism and Chinese
communism was by far the most successful policy of the period. Many also argued that
Mao’s attempts to adapt Marxism during the Great Leap Forward was one of the least
successful. Some also knew, and were able to discuss convincingly, the contribution of TV
Soong. Weaker answers were less sure in their grasp of this but many still did score well,
reaching high L3 and L4 marks.
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This response offers some analysis of relevant key features and
deploys some knowledge to demonstrate understanding of the
conceptual focus of the question. However, the answer lacks depth
and consequently, its judgement lacks substantiation. It was given a
mid L3 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop
valid inferences relevant to the enquiries from the source material
Candidates should avoid stock evaluation, for example, that it is a newspaper report so it
is exaggerated because it is designed to sell papers
There is no requirement to argue that the source is better suited to one enquiry than the
other; any comments made in relation to this will be rewarded according to how they fit
with the three strands of the mark scheme.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach
Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can
address questions with chronological precision
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C
questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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