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Introduction

Candidates across the ability range continue to be able to engage effectively with the A Level
Paper 38 which deals with The Making of Modern Russia, 1855-1991 (38.1) and The Making of
Modern China, 1860-1997 (38.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is
based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in
depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated,
although a very small number did not complete their response to Section C. There continues
to be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There was
some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words that should not
be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of gov instead of government. This is not
a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop
reasoned inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. Some candidates continue to
use their contextual knowledge to describe events, sometimes with only tangential links to
what is in the source, in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and to discuss the
sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the source adequately. In
other cases, candidates might offer up no contextual knowledge to support their arguments
and analysis. It is disappointing to note that a number of candidates did not explicitly
address the focus of at least one of the enquiries or that candidates overlooked some
element of the question. Some responses were seen where candidates dismissed one of the
enquiries as having no material available for it. This will never be the case – both enquiries
always have some relevant material, even though it is not necessarily always balanced.
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In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood
the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted
by the question and shaped their responses appropriately to meet the demands of the
question. It continues to be the case that a number of responses were seen that had a
tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were very impressive in
dealing with that one side, showing the links between the issues that were raised, but it is
essential that candidates acknowledge the existence of a counter argument, where
appropriate. Candidates need to be aware of the chronological parameters of questions and
to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is presented
should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.

In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of
change that are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the
questions that are set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again
that this has important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark
scheme. To access bullet point 2 at level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’
to the demands of the question. The requirements of questions will vary and key
developments relating to the question may be more specific to the entire chronological range
in some questions and options than in others. However, it was judged not possible for
candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any section C question unless at least 75% of
the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet point 2 at level 4
candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. It was unlikely that most of
the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that covered
less than 60% of its chronology.
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Question 1

There were some very good responses to this question. Most candidates were able to make
inferences from the source with regard to Khrushchev’s criticisms of Stalin during the ‘secret
speech’, eg his introduction of the personality cult and the use of extra judicial methods
against ‘enemies of the people’, and many inferred also a range of aims of de-Stalinisation.
Some sound contextual knowledge was added to these inferences, with reference, for
example, to Khrushchev’s ‘Thaw’ in subsequent years. When considering the use of the
source to the enquiry, there were some convincing comments made about Khrushchev’s part
in Stalin’s tyranny and his wish to distance himself from the likes of Molotov and Malenkov in
the race for power.

On the other hand, weaker responses had a weaker understanding of the USSR in this period
and struggled to make use of the source as a result. Comments on the nature, origin or
purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its
use to the enquiries specified in the question. A significant minority of candidates neglected
to make any developed comment on the utility of the source.
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This response makes reasoned inferences from the source content
with regard to both enquiries. It adds relevant contextual knowledge to
illuminate what can be gained from the source with reference to the
question and, in evaluation, makes valid comments on Khrushchev’s
motives for making the speech at this time. An attempt is also made to
address the weight that the source bears in relation to the enquiries. It
was awarded a safe L5 mark.
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Question 2

This question was often answered very well. The stronger candidates made reasoned
inferences with regard to China’s position in world affairs in the aftermath of Mao’s death
and used knowledge of the historical context to illuminate the content of the source. When
considering the purposes of China’s foreign policy, most were able to draw out from the
source the primacy of economic development to Deng and to expand on the need for more
constructive relationships with the USA in particular. Many noted the tone and language of
Deng’s comments, and the nature of his audience, in attempting to weigh the value of the
source to the two enquiries.

Weaker responses often tended to paraphrase the source content. Comments on the nature,
origin or purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement
on its use to the two enquiries.
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Here the candidate does address their answer to both enquiries and
makes several inferences from the content of the source. Some
contextual knowledge is added to support some of these inferences,
though this is fairly limited. An attempt is made to take into account
the nature of the source when addressing its utility to the question, but
this has limited justification. It received a low L4 mark.
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Question 3

This was the more popular essay in Section B of Paper 38.1 and there was a range of good
answers that scored in Level 4 and Level 5. Such answers were able to use sound knowledge
to analyse significance of Alexander II’s army reforms alongside his other political reforms of
the period, displaying knowledge and understanding before coming to reasoned judgements.
Weaker answers tended to recount the details of the army reforms without real depth or
precision. Rather than coming to a reasoned judgement, these tended to rely on assertion.
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This response sustains an analytical focus on the key issues relevant to
the question and examines the relationship between them in coming
to a judgement. Sufficient knowledge is deployed to respond fully to
the demands of the question. Valid criteria are established in coming
to a judgement and their relative significance is evaluated in
substantiating its conclusions. The argument is logical throughout, and
communicated with clarity. It received a high L5 mark.
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Question 4

This question was often done very well. The reasons for the collapse of Soviet communism
were often known in some detail, notably long-term economic stagnation, the effects of the
Afghanistan War, and the impact of nationalism in the Soviet republics. Many candidates also
knew about Gorbachev and his role in the liquidation of the USSR. What was less common
was an ability to link all these factors more directly to the collapse of 1991.

Weaker answers frequently knew little that was precise and accurate about the USSR in the
1980s, and were unable to come to a reasoned judgement.
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This answer identifies various key factors that are relevant to the
question. Mostly accurate knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the conceptual focus of the question, but the answer
generally lacks depth. There is an attempt throughout to establish
criteria for judgement though the judgement is, overall, weakly
substantiated. It was given a low L4 mark.
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Question 5

This was by far the less popular of the questions in Section B of Paper 38.2 and strong
answers were relatively few. Some did address directly the impact of foreign language
schools in the 1860s, most concluding that, given their number, this was limited, at least in
the short-term. The weaker responses often lacked depth and accuracy, and sometimes
attempted to turn this into a multi-factor question, considering briefly the impact of foreign
language schools alongside, for example, the impact of Christian missionaries during the
period.
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This low L4 answer raises key issues that are relevant to the question
though the knowledge it deploys lacks depth and, on occasion,
material is included which drifts from its conceptual focus. Although it
does establish criteria for judgement, overall, this is weakly
substantiated.
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Question 6

This was the more popular question in Section B of Paper 38.2 and was often done very well
indeed. Many candidates had a very impressive knowledge of the Sino-Soviet split and were
able not just to evidence Mao’s responsibility in some detail but also a range of other
potential causes, before coming to reasoned conclusions. On this point, some answers would
have benefitted from, perhaps, more planning, and a more analytic framework that would
have done more justice to what they knew. Weaker answers often knew something of the
Sino-Soviet split but a lack of depth of knowledge, and accuracy, was often a serious
impediment.
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This answer was placed securely in L4. It addresses itself to key issues
relevant to the question, and sufficient knowledge is deployed to meet
most of its demands. Some of the evaluation is only partly
substantiated but the answer is generally well organised and
communicated with clarity.
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Question 7

This was by far the more popular of the Section C questions for paper 38.1. Candidates who
attempted it mostly knew something of the NEP, and the ways in which it did, or didn’t
enhance the status and condition of the peasantry. They tended to know more about a range
of other developments that could be compared with the impact of the NEP, most notably
Emancipation, the reforms of Stolypin and the Land Decree. Weaker answers tended to use a
chronological approach which often didn’t help evaluation of the question. Also, there was a
tendency in some answers to lose focus when dealing with the latter part of the period in the
question with regard to the actions of Stalin and Khrushchev for example, which were not
strongly focused on attempts to improve the status and condition of the peasantry.
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This answer sustains an analysis of the relationship between key
factors relevant to the question throughout. It displays sufficient
knowledge to meet the demands of the question, with a full
chronological range. Valid criteria by which the question could be
judged are established and applied and the argument is logical and
coherent. It received a top L5 mark.

44GCE History 9HI0 38



Question 8

There were few attempts at this question and most were not strong. Some were able to
analyse the reasons for food shortages in Russia during this period, and were able to link
these to government policies, especially under the communists. Few knew in any depth other
reasons for food shortages and were not able to make substantiated judgements as a
consequence.
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This answer ends making some attempt to identify key features
relevant to the question though the knowledge it displays lacks range.
It comes to a judgement but this is weakly substantiated. It was given a
high L3 mark.
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Question 9

There were few answers to this question. Of these, most were weak and unable to evidence
with any precision, attempts by Chinese governments to develop mining and manufacturing,
or to make judgements with regard to their success.
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Here, the candidate attempts analysis of efforts made by Chinese
governments to improve mining and manufacturing but the answer
lacks range and some depth. As a consequence, its judgement is
weakly substantiated. It received a low L3 score.
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Question 10

This was by far the most popular of the Section C questions for Paper 38.2, and was often
done very well with many high Level 4 and Level 5 scores. It was clear that candidates had a
sound understanding of Deng’s role in promoting economic growth in the 1980s and 90s, and
were able to judge his overall contribution alongside those, most commonly, of the
Self-Strengtheners, TV Soong and Mao. Weaker answers were less sure in their grasp of the
material, lacking precision or chronological range most frequently, but many still did reach
high L3 and L4 marks.
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This answer was given a safe L5 mark. It sustains an analysis of the
relationships between key features of the question and presents
knowledge sufficient to respond fully to its demands. It comes to a
substantiated judgement based upon valid criteria, though this lacks a
little conviction, and is well organised, and logically developed.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop
valid inferences with reference to the question, supported by material contained in the
source
Candidates should avoid generic evaluation, eg ‘it was written for publication so it may be
sensationalised to sell more copies’
There is no requirement to argue that the source is better suited to one enquiry than the
other; any comments made in relation to this will be rewarded according to how they fit
with the three strands of the mark scheme.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach
Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can
address questions with chronological precision
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C
questions
Subject-specific terminology should be used precisely and accurately.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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