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Introduction

The summer series of 2023 saw a second year of examinations returning to their normal
format and the third full running of a summer series since the new specification was first
examined in 2019. There was much to praise in how centres had prepared their candidates
and the progress made since 2019.

It is also evident that exam technique and timing are crucial to success, and centres should
encourage candidates to practice both these things. Examiners also commented on the
relatively low standard of handwriting which was a major issue and appear to have been a
consequence of lack of practice, especially in timed conditions, during covid.

Source Questions

Source questions showed a significant improvement on approach since last year with the
need to construct responses based on the framework and content of the source rather than
treating the response as a freestyle essay question. This produced dividends for many.

Essay Questions

Essay questions were generally structured well, but we are still seeing AO3 as the weakest AO
across the board. Centres need to work with candidates to help them improve this aspect of
their essays.

Ideas Questions

The standard of political ideas answers on this paper had declined since last year and also in
comparison with 2019. Candidates were frequently not including any areas of agreement in
their answers, and we also saw a return of discussing each strand in separate paragraphs.
AO3 was almost non-existent in many core political ideas answers.

3 GCE Politics 9PLO 01



Question 1 (a)

This question was the least popular of the two source questions, but it was well-answered.
Candidates were able to understand the source and were able to make good use of the main
issues raised by the source on both sides. The vast majority of candidates understood what
the question was asking and accurately discussed the nuances of the incumbent government
losing as opposed to the opposition winning an election.

There was a good knowledge and understanding shown by the majority of candidates
around Labour’s victory and the Conservatives loss. However, candidates did seem stronger
on providing good levels of evidence on Labour as opposed to the Conservatives. There was
a particularly good level of understanding shown in relation to Blair moving the party away
from its Old Labour past and candidates were able to discuss Labour’s strengths in good
detail, with reference to their relationship with the media, as well as a wide range of policies
and constitutional changes.

However, candidates were less confident when discussing Conservative weaknesses, with
many struggling to give examples of sleaze and scandals. As a result, many candidate’s
answers lacked balance. Surprisingly, a noticeable minority of answers referred only to
Thatcher in context of Conservative party leadership and did not reference Major at all.
Another issue was responses that moved their focus away from 1997 and tried to use the
answer to talk about other elections such as 2010 and 2019.

Candidates were able to use the arguments in the source well and these were generally well
paired which aided analysis. The stronger responses contextualised the source well and had
good own knowledge to support the points made in both extracts.

Regularly these arguments were well-paired, for example candidates would talk about the
role of the media in both the government losing and the opposition winning. The most
common themes that emerged were the media, unity/division, policies, in touch/out of touch.
Pairing points enhances AO2 and makes it easier to come to substantiated judgements (AO3)

However, the question did highlight some issues around candidate understanding of how to
answer source questions. In relation to the source, there were examples of candidates who
provided very little additional knowledge and simply went through a series of statements
from the source demonstrating the two different sides of the argument, using the source
more as a comprehension than as a springboard for discussion. The task is to enhance the
AO1 and displaying this will gain credit.
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The weakest Assessment Objection was AO3, evaluation - often candidates just left it as “and
therefore this means Labour did more to win than the Conservatives did to lose” without
developing or explaining why. Some candidates argued that it was both reasons and did not
come down on one side or another. A few still argued one side then the other without
coming to any view at all, which limited their evaluation marks. Very few candidates were
convincing in their AO3 judgements; using the points on one side of the argument to critique
the other side showing through their argument, that one side was stronger.

A solid L5 answer.
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\;’ ( ResultsPlus

/r--a Examiner Comments
An excellent response which uses the source throughout, pairs
arguments very effectively and maintains a clear line of argument
throughout, also using interim judgements.
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This received low L3.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer includes an introduction which appears to have a view and
a conclusion with the same view, however there is no line of argument
throughout the answer. The answer itself uses the source, but it is not
developed and is also unbalanced in places.
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Question 1 (b)

This was by far the most popular source question, and was, on the whole, very well
answered. Candidates understood the term ‘democratic deficit’ and used the wide array of
points from the source to set up an effective debate. Candidates' knowledge was excellent,
on the whole, with some very impressive and up to date own knowledge on display.

The source gave candidates a wide range of references to develop their own knowledge and
the overwhelming majority of candidates used the source in their answer, and many did this
explicitly. Centres should remind candidates that explicit use of the source is required. Most
candidates used their own knowledge to support the views in the source, for example using
the 2011 AV Referendum to support the argument put forward by Chloe Smith regarding ‘no
demand for change’. A number of stronger responses used very contemporary examples,
such as the 2023 Public Order Act and 2022 Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act.

Some candidates appeared to use pre-prepared answers - usually including a paragraph on
the House of Lords - it was difficult to give this much credit as there is no reference in either
source - there were also discussions of referendums and devolution which were potentially

rewardable if linked to involving people more in decisions, but they rarely were. There were

only limited number of responses that ‘hijacked’ the source into a question about ‘First Past

the Post’ or rights development in the UK.

The reference to “minority votes” in the source sometimes caused confusion and some
candidates took it to mean a minority government. Some additionally thought that because
constituency candidates only need a plurality of votes, a party only needs a plurality of seats
to form a government.

Many candidates were able to use the source to pair arguments and discuss the strengths
and limitations of different features present in the source. In stronger answers they were
able to offer a clearer explanation to the debate to why the UK does/ does not have a deficit
by offering perceptive analysis, for example explaining that rights are protected by statute
law but governments with large overall majorities turn into an elective dictatorship and can
pass and amend laws to suit their needs despite the HRA, the Illegal Immigration Bill was
identified by many candidates as an example of this.

Weaker candidates often made minimal effort to evaluate the relative strengths of the paired
debate e.g. candidates would explain the merits of the HRA in a first paragraph and then in
the second cite apparent breaches of rights - the Public Order Act and the arrest of
protestors at the coronation were popular - without linking back to the HRA at all, and what
these examples might show about its weakness.
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Most candidates were aware of the effectiveness of structuring their answers in a series of
paired argument s, however, there were still some answers which didn't. Really strong
responses outlined clear themes for example, Legitimacy, Accountability, Rights, Elections
etc. Weaker answers did not pair their points, for example comparing elections with rights
protection. It is hard to develop effective analysis when this is done.

As with source 1a, AO3 is the Assessment Objective that still needs to be significantly
improved. A considerable majority of candidates now state their view in the introduction,
however, there are still some introductions that argue that both sides are true. Also, there are
still some very lengthy introductions which paraphrase both sides of the source, this should
be avoided. Many candidates found it difficult to maintain a consistent line of argument
throughout their answer - they would announce in their introduction that “this essay will
argue that the UK doesn't suffer from a democratic deficit” but then at the end of a
subsequent paragraph claim that the opposite had been proved. Equally, there are still some
answers that argue for or against both sides, which renders a judgement difficult. Centres
need to remind candidates that while both sides must be considered, a clear line of
argument must be evident throughout the answer.

One of the ways to show AO3 is by interim judgements (the other is to incorporate
judgements into paragraphs - which is equally valid). However, a high proportion of the
interim judgements just repeat what has already been written therefore not adding any real
value, the answers that gained higher levels for AO3 had judgements that added to what had
already been said, to make clear judgements.
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A good L5 answer.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
An excellent response which uses arguments from the source, but then

develops and analyses them to a very high level. Paragraphs are paired
and there is a clear very throughout which is well argued.
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This response was a mid-Level 3.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer has a view throughout and discusses points raised in the

source. However, it is sometimes unclear where one point starts and

another one ends, so pairing is not as strong as it could be. Also it is

dominated by discussions about elections, making the answer quite
narrow. It also seems to lose sight of the question.
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Question 2 (a)

This question was the more popular of the two essays and overall, was done well. AlImost
every candidate who attempted this question understood, at some level, the issues
surrounding referendums in the UK.

Stronger answers were well structured and focused on the advantages and disadvantages
that referendums brought, and ensured that their points were well paired. Evidence was very
well used, particularly the Brexit and IndyRef. There were some really nice arguments about
popular vs parliamentary sovereignty and about how a referendum can have an impact on
the sovereign nature of Parliament. Some good answers used the NI referendum to show
how they can bring stability, and many mentioned that the further calls for the Scottish
Indyref 2 was a “neverendum” therefore not settling disputes.

However, many answers adopted a different approach, taking three referendums in turn,
usually Brexit, IndyRef and AV and discussed them in detail. This approach tended to result in
descriptive answers rather than analytical ones and didn't manage to address the wider
range of points that other answers managed. More widely, there was a lot of reliance on
Brexit and IndyRef to illustrate points and a limited discussion of other referendums. Often,
candidates then ended up discussing the consequences of devolution and Brexit rather than
the consequences of referendums, which wasn't really relevant to the question. Other
weaker answers tended to just describe the issue the referendum was addressing,
mentioning briefly why this was an advantage/disadvantage. One other issue which limited
scores was that many answers were not well balanced, mostly leaning heavily towards
disadvantages. Centres should remind candidates that both sides of an argument must be
considered in a balanced way, while maintaining a clear line of argument.

There was a common misunderstanding that referendum aren’t binding, when in fact they
can be made so by Parliament, as the AV referendum was in 2011.

Strong answers made coherent points using themes, usually participation, resolution of
issues, and education, to name the more common ones, and made effective use of evidence
rather than just a deluge of evidence used without discrimination. The very best answers
added a depth of analysis which showed a mastery of the arguments. These answers spent a
lot of time assessing the validity of each argument while maintaining their line of argument
throughout.

Many answers had introductions which stated their main line of argument. Stronger
introductions, however, gave some context to the question, briefly framing the debate
before stating their argument. Most candidates also understood that they needed to write a
separate conclusion reasserting their main argument.
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However, as with the sources, many candidates did not develop high levels of evaluation in
their answers. Those that attempted it, were often just using stock phrases at the beginning
of paragraphs which, in themselves, will not lead to higher levels of AO3. Poorer levels of AO3
across the paper led to weaker performance than might have been expected. Centres might
want to focus on helping candidates understand the importance of effective AO3 to raise
their marks.

Candidates who had a clear essay structure, with an introduction, paired, balanced
arguments (which was factor led, with clear criteria for judgment within the paragraph), and
a conclusion were the most successful. These answers also included substantiated
judgements throughout their answer which were well explained and convincing. Additionally,
candidates who had taken time to plan an answer tended to be more successful.

Poor quality handwriting in many cases, hindered understanding. This was problematic and
tended to get progressively worse as they got tired when writing. Poor quality
English/grammar also hindered understanding.
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\/ / ResultsPlus

/‘--': Examiner Comments

An outstanding response which is a really good example of excellent
AO3 throughout (albeit a slightly rushed conclusion!). The answer
analyses the consequences of referendums held in the UK with
impressive knowledge, balanced with detailed analysis and evaluation.
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This response was a lower L3.
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Examiner Comments

This response is quite simple with many generalised statements. It
presents a view in the introduction and conclusion, and does attempt
to continue it throughout the answer. However, it lacks any depth of
analysis and knowledge is inaccurate at times.
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Question 2 (b)

This question was by far the less popular essay question and higher scoring answers were
quite rare. This is clearly an area where candidates either knew a great deal about it and
found it a straightforward question to answer or knew very little and resorted to vague and
generalised answers. Having said this, there were some excellent answers.

Good answers discussed the nature of reform (mostly focused on state funding of political
parties) and the drawbacks were explained and compared to the current situation. Higher
level answers made the link between big private donations which could lead to corruption.
They used examples like Lord Cruddas and other Conservative Party treasurers who have
donated large money to the Conservative Party being given peerages. Additionally, scandals
under Blair such as ‘Cash for honours’ and Bernie Eccleston may be dated but show that this
issue affects both parties, the role of Trade Union funding of Labour was also discussed.
These responses also looked at the inequality in funding and the effects on the two-party
system, with the majority of funding going to the two big parties and thus propping up the
two-party system and were able to connect the unfairness of the current funding to the first
past the post system.

Higher level responses referred to the different types of funding that was currently available
showing clear and specific understanding of restrictions and how Short Money, Cranbourne
Money and Policy Development Grants means there is already an element of state funding.
Stronger candidates often referred to changes that have already been implemented to
reduce corruption such as the Political Parties, Elections and Referendum Act 2000/2009 and
evaluated how successful they have been. Some candidates discussed the impact of
membership fees and how these have changed in recent years and the impact it has had.

Stronger candidates were able to provide clear examples of reform and analysed the ways in
which state funding might impact the party system, both in a positive and potentially
negative way, that taxpayers may not be happy about their money going to a party they don't
support.

While a few candidates were able to present very accurate knowledge, most candidates
knowledge was not well developed or supported with up-to-date evidence. Weaker answers
were generally vague, they knew there were big donations made to parties and that this had
a negative effect on our politics leading to suggestions of corruption and unfair competition
but were not able to develop their answers beyond this. However, they were generally unable
to give many examples. Lower scoring answers did not mention state funding or the 2000
legislation and just focused on wealthy donors to parties and corruption / buying influence.
Typically, questions were better at focusing on problems with the current model of party
funding rather than reforms.
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Weak responses struggled to provide specific examples to illustrate their points and when
they did, it was usually out of date examples. These types of responses also lacked
knowledge on the existence of rules and regulations on funding of political parties. Linked to
this, some candidates referred to Short Money but did not show that they fully understood
the way in which it worked and the impact it has, often assuming this money could be used
for anything, including campaign expenses. Often candidates gave examples which received
little credit like the expenses scandal, Boris Johnson's flat refurbishment and lobbying which
have little to do with party funding.

Some candidates failed to present a balanced argument and only explored one side of the
argument, hindering their response. Weaker answers also lacked a range of different points.
As with the other questions, evaluation was not very evident in responses, even in the better
responses.
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This response does enough to access L5.
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Examiner Comments
A very good response which considers the consequences of the
current funding of parties in the UK. It has good knowledge which it
develops with some excellent examples, and pairs its points very well,
while maintaining it a clear view throughout.
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This is a level 3 response.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer is a basic answer to the question but the premise of some
of the points made is questionable. Equally it lacks balance and doesn’t
pair points very effectively. However, it does maintain a view
throughout. Lastly, it could have made better use of examples.
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Question 3 (a)

This was overwhelmingly the most popular choice of question for candidates. The topic has
been well taught, and most candidates understood the beliefs of classical and modern
liberalism as well as a good understanding of their views of the state.

However, the wording of this question, with its focus on ‘fear of the state’ was missed by the
majority of candidates who consequently wrote a generic essay about the liberal view of the
state. These essays did not score highly because they did not answer the question set.
Centres should remind candidates to answer the question in front of them, not the one they
may have prepared for. Candidates must dedicate appropriate time to planning how they will
answer questions to avoid making these errors.

Candidates seemed to have a good understanding of Liberalism'’s view of the state in relation
to freedom and individualism, but they were unable to connect their view with whether this
meant they feared the state. Quite a few didn't seem to understand what ‘fear of the state’
meant and were unsure as to how to answer the question, often simply putting the word
'fear' in at regular intervals, hoping for the best.

Stronger candidates latched on to the key word ‘fear’ and were able to link this to ideas such
as liberty, individualism, mechanistic and harm theory as well as how fear of the state linked
to the economy, minimal v enabling state interpretations and so on. Interestingly, only a few
candidates made the connection between the corrupting nature of power, where the state
can restrict liberties, hence why its power must be feared, as well as the need for
constitutionalism to limit the state. Additionally, some very weak answers focused more on
general similarities and differences between modern and classical liberals and did not focus
on the state let alone fear of the state.

There are still a number of candidates who refer to recent examples which are not necessary
for ideas answers. There did seem to be greater focus on strands this year, which is the
correct approach although it was not uncommon to see thinker led discussions, which should
be discouraged.

When looking at structure, many answers reverted back to discussing the views of modern
and classical liberals in separate paragraphs, making it harder for them compare their views
effectively. Weaker answers were largely descriptive, simply outlining the views of classical
liberals and then modern liberals with very limited comparison between them. Candidates
would often make a point about liberals fear of the state and then just discuss classical
liberals rather than engage in a comparison between classical and modern liberals. In order
to effectively compare, candidates need to compare strands within a single paragraph.
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Good answers seemed to use two approaches. One was themed paragraphs where
agreement over the fear of the state was discussed, followed by a more compelling
discussion of disagreement (or vice versa), with evaluation running through the paragraph
and reinforced at the end. Though this approach was rare it did score highly. Equally effective
were answers which did a mix of agree and disagree paragraphs (typically 2:1 disagree:
agree) with a clear line of argument running throughout.

One of the biggest surprises was the many, many candidates who only discussed areas of
disagreement, ignoring areas of agreement. These answers usually scored L2 because of lack
of balance. It is essential that answers focus on agreement and disagreement. Some answers
paid lip-service to agreement, with maybe a sentence but then going on quickly to spend a
paragraph discussing differences. Better responses addressed both agreement and
disagreement between the strands of Liberalism.

However, the weakest area in nearly every single answer was the lack of AO3. It is probably
the case that every candidate scored worse in AO3 than the other two AO’s. As the stem of
ideas questions is “To what extent”, evaluation takes a different form. Candidates needed to
come to a judgement of whether fear of the state within liberalism was greater than
the lack of fear. This was not seen in 95% of responses. Instead candidates made binary
judgements - liberals do/do not fear the state. This is not correct for 24min ideas questions.
Centres should work with candidates, as they have for 30min questions, to ensure that
candidates are making effective judgements throughout their answers.

Very few candidates failed to mention at least two key thinkers, which shows centres are
preparing candidates well in this way. However a considerable number of candidates
included Rand and Nozick as they were discussing neoliberalism as a part of the answer.
Centres should be advised that neoliberalism is not part of the liberalism specification and so
no credit was given for this. Hobbes view of state was also discussed here, once again,
centres should be reminded that while Hobbes is associated with Social Contract theory, he is
a Key Thinker in the Conservatism specification. Centres can remind candidates that as long
as they use two Key Thinkers, they can also use other relevant thinkers, TH Green, Adam
Smith and even JM Keynes were well used in this way by some candidates.

Most candidates used key thinkers effectively, to reinforce their explanation of a strand,
better responses used the thinkers well to not only support their argument but to develop it.
However, there were a considerable number of candidates who were determined to include
all five key thinkers, when other thinkers might be more useful. There appears to be a
mistaken belief that using all five thinkers will always lead to higher marks; this is not the
case. Appropriate and relevant thinkers should be used, as long as two of them are listed Key
Thinkers from the topic.

GCE Politics 9PLO 01 52



A word about Wollstonecraft and Friedan. Both Key thinkers have a lot to add to modern
political thought, arguably more on feminism than liberalism, but they are on the Liberalism
specification. Candidates need to use them sensibly, where appropriate, and not use them in
a way that turns a Liberalism essay into a Feminism essay. Wollstonecraft is best used when
discussing the Liberal view of human nature and the need for formal equality. Freidan can
also be used when discussing Formal equality as well as equal opportunity.
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This answer does enough over all three AO'’s to achieve L5.
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/"--t Examiner Comments

A very good answer which stays focused on Liberal’s fear of the state. It
also includes both agreement and disagreement between the strands
and answers the question from the strand’s perspective and uses
thinkers to develop these views. While AO3 is not outstanding, it does
indicate throughout that there is more disagreement that agreement
within Liberalism over fear of the state.
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A L3 answer.
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_‘/"-“- Examiner Comments

As was very typical, this answer doesn't focus enough attention on
Liberal's fear of the state, instead its focus is on their view of the state.
The discussion is quite generalised, without the detail required for
higher level answers. Equally, the comparison of strands views is not as
strong as it could be. Sometimes strands views are discussed alongside
each other, at other times in separate paragraphs. Lastly, there is no
real evidence of clear evaluation of whether the differences are greater
than the similarities.

65 GCE Politics 9PLO 01




Question 3 (b)

This question was considerably less popular than 3a, and there was a wide range of
responses, some extremely weak and other very strong answers. Although the mean mark
on 3b was higher than 3a.

This question required candidates to consider whether the Third Way had abandoned
socialist principles, comparing their views to the views of the other socialist strands in the
specification.

Stronger answers identified key areas and looked at ways that the Third Way had/hadn’t
abandoned them e.g. equality, state, collectivism, common humanity, class. With many
identifying that their view of human nature - common humanity - was an area where there
were similarities across all socialists strands. Other approaches argued that while they had
very little in common with Revolutionary Socialists (and therefore could have seen to
abandon socialists principles), if compared with Social Democrats, they had much more in
common (and had not abandoned socialist principles). This was done by adopting either a
themed approach or an agree/disagree approach (as mentioned above) and both are equally
valid.

Some candidates decided that ‘socialism’ in the question meant only Revolutionary socialism
and compared the extent to which the Third Way agreed with Revolutionary Socialism. Whilst
some of these responses did achieve reasonable marks, this narrower approach was unlikely
to score in the higher levels. Weaker approaches didn't focus on whether they had
abandoned socialist principles, but just wrote up a pre-prepared answer on the way socialists
were similar and different.

As mentioned in previous Exam Reports on socialism questions, there are a number of
candidates who continue to refer to socialist strands which are not mentioned in the
specification, specifically Democratic Socialism, which is sometimes discussed to the
exclusion of Social Democracy. Centres should ensure candidates do not focus on this strand,
as discussion and comparison of this strand is not creditable. Also, as mentioned in previous
exam reports, candidates use a wide array of terms for socialists e.g. Traditional, Revisionist,
Fundamentalist, Utopian. Candidates should be reminded that they should primarily
reference them by the strand name mentioned in the specification before categorising them
in any other way. This would be helpful.

Also, many candidates are still using recent political examples, which was apparent in this
qguestion with the number of candidates referring to specific policies of New Labour and Tony
Blair rather than their broader ideological approach of the Third Way and Antony Giddens.
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There were no real issues with Key Thinkers in this question as candidates were broadly
familiar with which thinker to use to illustrate which point. However there was a small
minority of candidates who got there ‘Tony’s’ confused and should be reminded that Tony
Giddens is the only Third Way Socialist on the specification.

One of the biggest surprises was that the vast majority on answers only discussed ways the
Third Way had abandoned socialism, with no reference at all to any way they might not have.
This was across a wide range of answers, not confined to weaker responses. As a result, no
matter how good their knowledge was, these responses struggled to get out of L2 for lack of
balance.

Equally, as with Q3a, very little evaluation was in evidence. As a reminder, candidates should
have been judging whether the Third Way had abandoned socialist principles more than
they had kept to them. This was barely seen in any responses at all. Given that AO3 is worth
a third of the marks, it is imperative that candidates evaluate throughout their essays to
access the full range of levels available.

This is a low level 5 response.
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/'--~. Examiner Comments

This response is looking at areas where the Third Way has and
(importantly) hasn't abandoned socialist principles. It has detailed
knowledge which it uses to compare strands views effectively, although
more on social Democracy would have been better. It tries to focus its
evaluation on the extent of disagreement - discussing areas of a larger
extent and a smaller extent of agreement. Its conclusion is too long,
but overall this answer just tips in to L5.
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This is a low level 3 response.
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/‘--; Examiner Comments
This response is quite detailed in places, but descriptive rather than
analytical in parts. Also its portrayal of Social Democracy is not entirely
accurate. However, the biggest weakness of this essay is that it
focusses almost entirely on ways the Third Way has abandoned
socialist principles, with the exception of a couple of sentences in the
conclusion. As a consequence, it achieved low L3.
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Paper Summary

e This series witnessed an improved performance on the two source questions. There was a
better engagement with the political controversy in the extract and a sharper focus on
how to develop a response. Few candidates made the mistake of introducing copious own
knowledge which they then analysed and evaluated. It was uncommon for a response not
to appreciate the binary challenge put forward by the source.

e The least developed Assessment Objective remains AO3 across all question types. There
still is a need to treat this with parity alongside the other AOs. An abundance of AO1 (or
AQO2) never compensates for a dearth of AO3. The AOs cannot be put up for exchange.

e There is a clear need to approach the core political ideas with greater diligence and to be
prepared. The essay and source question pose a binary challenge with a clear stem. The
core ideas (and the non-core on 9PLO2) commence with the stem ‘To what extent.....". The
answer is one of degrees - it not a binary option and this needs to be appreciated. This
fact has been stressed in the report.

e Many answers contained a wealth of up-to-date information. Clear evidence that both
Centres and their students enjoy the subject and are aware of current events and put
these profitably to good use.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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