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Introduction

This was the third full series since the creation of the new specification. It was very pleasing
to see how well centres and candidates were prepared for this summer’s series, especially
considering the interruptions to the education of this cohort. In general, the paper was a
good challenge for candidates, who really attempted to engage with some of the big debates
that were covered. It was pleasing to see some strong comparative analysis of political
information in the source questions, some well structured essays that really engaged with
the question and an approach that focussed on the agreements and disagreements in the
non-core political ideas questions.

Source Questions

Source questions showed some effective essay structures, built on the comparative analysis
of political information (AO2) building to some focussed and justified conclusions (AO3).

Essay Questions

Essay questions were generally structured well looking to develop a real sense of debate that
engaged with the question. There is still a need to develop a stronger sense of A03 –
realistically the reader should be able to write the conclusion in their head having read the
essay, and it should match the conclusion written by the candidate.

Non-core Political Ideas Questions

The focus on agreement and disagreement was clear to see in the non-core political ideas
answers. The question of extent was less well covered, meaning that the AO3 was perhaps
less well developed.

Generally, the political ideas questions were answered well, but it was noticeable that many
candidates had clearly not allocated enough time for these answers with many coming in
incomplete or shortened. Timing is very important across the whole paper.

It was good to see some strong engagement with political ideas and the debates within
them. Most answers did try to engage with the debate around differences and similarities
between strands, supported by thinkers, but there was perhaps a lack of emphasis on
“extent”.

Most candidates had introductions, conclusions and built their paragraphs around areas of
agreement or disagreement or picked themes for each paragraph exploring agreements and
disagreements within each theme. One pattern that did emerge was using the theme of what
is wrong with the issue in question today, how should it be tackled in an ideal world and how
should we move from the situation today to the ideal world. Very few answers did not use at
least two thinkers from the specification.
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One important point to note is that it is very important to use all the strands detailed in the
specification to answer the question. In using thinkers, it is better than simply stating that a
thinker supports this strand or that strand, to use the key ideas of a thinker and how they
contribute to the debate between strands.
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Question 1 (a)

This question was the more popular of the two source questions, and it was well-answered.
Candidates were clearly able to engage with the source, picking out the key arguments that
related to the question to develop comparative analysis of political information. It was
pleasing to see candidates using the source as a springboard to develop the debate and
selecting relevant, and often topical, examples to really underpin their analysis and
evaluation.

Stronger answers were able to really pair up arguments from the source to create a high-
level debate. This really allowed candidates to show perceptive comparative analysis of
political information. This debate was well backed by carefully selected examples, often very
topical examples regarding some of the constitutional issues that have emerged since 2016
which were used in the more historical context of the UK constitution to illuminate analysis
and evaluation. Stronger answers had a clear and logical thread in terms of their views of the
question throughout, and the judgements reached were well supported by the analysis that
preceded them.

Stronger answers also had a very effective structure. There was a clear introduction that set
up the debate, clearly defined entrenched as well as codified, and set up a clear line of
argument for the answer. The structure then used well paired arguments to reach supported
judgements before reaching strong conclusions. Those conclusions were often short,
punchy, and really felt part of a well-argued answer rather than simply an add on.

Some approaches made it more difficult to achieve the higher levels of the level-based mark
scheme. One such approach was to use the political information from the source, but pair up
arguments that did not naturally together making it a real challenge to develop effective
analysis and evaluation. In addition, some answers did not really use the source as a
springboard for the debate, but rather wanted to write the response more as a pre-planned
essay that they already had in their mind. There were also responses that purely used the
source but did not really seek to develop the debate or underpin their analysis and
evaluation with any exemplification.

The last area that perhaps needs focus is the development of the AO3. Once a pair of well
selected arguments had been debated, it was possible for candidates to create interim,
substantiated judgements or incorporate judgements throughout. Sometimes these
judgements felt merely stated rather than argued towards, undermining their effectiveness.
These interim judgements need to build towards the conclusion – where the conclusion was
a surprise to the reader, it was the case that the AO3 had not been well developed.
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This is a Level 4 response.
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This essay clearly defines its terms and set up a direction of travel. It
uses the source as a springboard for the debate, pairing up arguments
from the source effectively and building the analysis of political
information by selecting and deploying some effective evidence. There
is an attempt to build in from the start judgements about the question
based on the political evidence.

Pairing up the key arguments from the source is a great way to start to
generate comparative analysis of political information.

10GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This is a Level 5 response.
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This clearly uses the source as a springboard for the debate, showing
clear analysis of the political information presented. There is a clear
line of argument throughout, that is well supported by the analysis and
some well selected examples.
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Question 1 (b)

This question was the less popular of the two source questions, but it was well-answered.
There was a wide range of different approaches to answering the question, but candidates
effectively engaged with the source to develop their debate and to reach a justified
conclusion. It was pleasing to see candidates select and deploy a good range of examples
that were current and more historical to really develop a view of how this question should be
looked at today, and how views on this debate had changed over time.

Stronger answers were able to really pair up arguments from the source to create a high-
level debate. This really allowed candidates to show perceptive comparative analysis of
political information. This debate was well backed by carefully selected examples, often both
pre 1997 and post 1997. It was particularly pleasing to see the use of contemporary
examples, which was probably greatly aided by having many different PMs in such a short
space of time. Stronger answers had a clear and logical thread in terms of their views of the
question throughout, and the judgements reached were well supported by the analysis that
preceded them.

Stronger answers also had a very effective structure. There was a clear introduction that set
up the debate and set up a clear line of argument for the answer, with many arguing that
where power lies is often defined by the popularity of the PM, how united their party was
and the size of their majority. The structure then used well paired arguments to reach
supported judgements before reaching strong conclusions. Those conclusions were often
short, punchy, and really felt part of a well-argued answer rather than simply an add on.

Some approaches made it more difficult to achieve the higher levels of the level-based mark
scheme. One such approach was to use the political information from the source, but pair up
arguments that did not naturally together making it a real challenge to develop effective
analysis and evaluation. In addition, some answers did not really use the source as a
springboard for the debate, but rather wanted to write the response more as a pre-planned
essay that they already had in their mind. There were also responses that purely used the
source but did not really seek to develop the debate or underpin their analysis and
evaluation with any discussion of any Prime Ministers. One issue also arose in that some
candidates talked in general about the relationship between the PM and cabinet, or how
collective ministerial responsibility works without really staying focussed on the question of
where power mainly lies.

The last area that perhaps needs focus is the development of the AO3. Once a pair of well
selected arguments had been debated, it was possible for candidates to create interim,
substantiated judgements or incorporate judgements throughout. Sometimes these
judgements felt merely stated rather than argued towards, undermining their effectiveness.
These interim judgements need to build towards the conclusion – where the conclusion was
a surprise to the reader, it was the case that the AO3 had not been well developed.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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There is good, logical pairing of the arguments from the source here
that provide the framework for the debate. There is a clear question
focus, some good development of the ideas and some well selected
and deployed examples. There is a nice use of key terminology and it is
clear what is being argued throughout, although a punchier conclusion
would be a nice addition that would move the mark even higher.
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Question 2 (a)

This question was the more popular of the two essays and overall, was done well. Most
candidates had a clear understanding of the functions of the Commons and the Lords and
used the functions as the basis for the structure of the essay.

Stronger answers were well structured and focused on the functions of the Commons and
the Lords, picking say scrutiny, representation, and legislation as the three functions to build
their answer around. This was often detailed clearly in the introduction, along with a
direction of travel giving answers a clear path to the conclusion. The best answers were
comparative, really looking to see which of the two chambers performed each function more
successfully and why. This comparison was often backed with well selected evidence, much
of it contemporary, to really underpin the analysis and evaluation. Stronger answers were
able to draw substantiated judgements at the end of discussing each function as a series of
mini steps towards the conclusion.

Synoptic elements were done well in the stronger answers and were naturally built into the
essay. In particular, candidates were able to refer to democracy and participation, elections,
political parties, and the media. This enhanced the knowledge and understanding mark
(AO1) of the answers and provided a good basis for some strong analysis and evaluation.

Weaker answers tended to struggle as they did not define the functions they wished to
debate and so lacked a clear structure or direction of travel. Some got drawn into only
comparing the legislative function leaving them with a narrow basis for their essay. It was
also the case that some answers merely stated whether the Commons or the Lords fulfilled
their functions, and lost sight of comparing which of the two Houses were more successful.
Finally, often the A03 judgements were merely stated rather than supported by the
preceding debate or conclusions were somewhat of a surprise given the direction the essay
had been going in.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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This answer has clear essay focus, comparing the Lords to the
Commons in relation to three main functions, and backs up the debate
with some well selected examples. There are plenty of synoptic
elements built into the answer as well as a good use of key political
terminology.

In the introduction, the answer establishes the three functions to be
debated and this provides the structure for the essay.

31 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This is a Level 5 response.
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This has an effective structure. There is a focus on comparing the
Commons and the Lords, with well selected evidence to underpin the
analysis and evaluation. There is clear synopticity and use of key
terminology. This essay in particular is strong at looking at the
comparison of the two chambers when it comes to the legislative
function.

Synopticity can be naturally built into an answer when considering the
big debates about the Commons and Lords. Issues around the role of
parties, representation and the impact of the electoral system are all
part of the debate.
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Question 2 (b)

This question was by far the less popular essay question and there was a good range of
different answers to the question. Structure was important here, with clear introductions,
well thought through paragraphs and a clear conclusion vital to scoring well.

Stronger answers had a clear understanding of the nature of select committees, such as
departmental select committees, the PAC, the Standards Committee, the Backbench
Business Committee and Liaison Committee and could explore whether they were the most
effective way for the House to hold the Executive to account. Having explored the
effectiveness of select committees, then stronger answers went on to compare the
effectiveness of select committees versus other methods such as PMQs, Ministerial
Questions, Urgent Questions, votes of no confidence (It is worth noting that there was still
confusion over the difference between a vote of no confidence in the Commons in which
MPs from all parties decide whether they want the government to continue versus the
actions that take place within a political party in relation to their leadership). This analysis
was backed with well selected evidence, again much of it contemporary. Where the answers
really tried to compare the different methods to see which was more effective, they really
developed effective analysis in a logical way that led to substantiated conclusions.

The synoptic element was again largely well done across the whole range of answers. Many
candidates focussed their synoptic elements on links back to political parties and elections.

Weaker answers were able to provide analysis and evidence for other methods to hold the
Executive to account but had very little to say about select committees or entirely focused
their answer on select committees omitting to debate any other methods. There was also a
tendency in a minority of answers to lose focus on the question being about the House of
Commons and explore other ways the Executive could be held to account like the Lords, the
Courts, or the electorate.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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There is a good question focus in this response. It has a strong grasp
of select committees, and compares select committees to other ways
to hold the Executive to account including the role of the Opposition
and the Public Bill Committees. There is good political terminology
utilised, some well selected examples and synopticity back to
Component One.

The ability to utilise key terminology from the specification is a really
important to writing with clarity about the big political debates.
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Question 3 (a)

This was the more popular of the two questions and was generally well answered with
reference to the key strands within anarchism. Candidates were able to show both where
collectivist and individualist anarchism agrees and disagrees over this issue, supported by
using well selected thinkers.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. Paragraphs were built around the critique of the existing state, the nature of the
stateless society and how to get from the existing state to the stateless society. Candidates
were able to show agreements between the strands and disagreements both between the
strands and within the strands. Thinkers were generally well selected and deployed to back
up the arguments being made. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on
extent from the introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Weaker answers tended to state the position of the different strands on the state, rather
than really focussing on any comparative analysis to highlight agreements and
disagreements. There was perhaps a much greater tendency to leave judgements to the
conclusion rather than building them into the essay. One area that did seem to cause
confusion was how the different strands proposed getting from the existing state to the
stateless society. The difference between revolution – an attempt to transform social,
economic, and political relations versus insurrection, which is the transformation of the self,
which leads us no longer to let ourselves be arranged.
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This is a Level 5 answer.
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There is a clear line of argument here from the start, with effective
comparative analysis between the different strands to show
agreement and disageement. There is a the good use of key
terminology from the specification and thinkers and their ideas are
used well in support of the arguments being made.

Judgements can be made throughout the essay, starting from the
introduction all the way through to the conclusion helping to build
effective AO3.
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This is a Level 5 answer.
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Strong question focus with an effective structure. There is good
comparative analysis between the different strands supported with the
effective use of key thinkers.
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Question 3 (b)

This question was less popular than 3a, and there was a wide range of responses, but was in
general answered well. The key was to really focus clearly on the principle of economic
freedom, rather than just writing a pre-planned essay about the economy more generally.

Stronger answers had a clear conception of economic freedom and were able to remain
focussed on this principle throughout. Stronger answers were built around the themes of
why economic freedom is important, why it does not exist under current economic models
and how economic freedom could be achieved. Candidates were able to focus on the
agreements and disagreements between collectivist anarchism and individualist anarchism,
supported by thinkers are build up a sense of extent throughout the essay. Many answers
placed anarcho-capitalism as the odd strand out, with virtually no real agreement with the
rest of anarchism beyond their rejection of the state’s role in the economy.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreements and
disagreements. There was also a tendency to focus on just the economy and forget about
the importance of economic freedom.

One knowledge area that caused some confusion was the view of Max Stirner on capitalism
and private property. Stirner is opposed to capitalism, and to the liberal concept of property
rights; property for Stirner is not a moral ideal but rather is simply what we have the power
to attain and so the entire world is the property of the Egoist. Therefore, the idea of property
rights is entirely meaningless.
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This is on the boundary from Level 5 to Level 4.
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There is good question focus here, with a clear understanding of the
core principle of economic freedom and why it is so important to
anarchist thinking. The structure is effective and allows a real debate
about the level of agreement and disagreement to emerge backed by
the use of key thinkers and key terminology.
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Question 4 (a)

This question was the more popular of the two questions on ecologism and was generally
well answered. Most candidates really engaged with the question of whether ecologism is
united in the need for radical change to the existing world. Candidates were generally able to
show where the strands were united, and where they were in clear disagreement and
supported the debate by drawing on the key thinkers.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers generally arranged their structure around different themes such as
humanity’s relationship to nature, the economy, sustainability, and the state. Within each
paragraph, they showed areas of unity and where there was clear difference. Most answers
saw both social ecology and deep green ecologism as radical in contrast to a more reformist
approach by shallow greens, whilst recognising the differences between deep greens and
social ecology.

Weaker answers tended to state whether each strand was radical or not, rather than really
focussing on any comparative analysis to highlight agreements and disagreements. This
tended to limit both the analysis and evaluation. There was also a tendency to only cover two
strands, deep and shallow greens, omitting entirely social ecology which limited the breadth
of the answer and the ability to really draw out comparative analysis. Thinkers tended to be
confused, with Murray Bookchin often being seen as a deep green despite his clear
opposition to their ideas, or as a reformist despite his deeply radical philosophical outlook.
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This is a level 5 response.
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There is a clear question focus here, and all three strands are covered
to generate a debate about whether ecologism is united in the need
for radical change. There is a good use of key terminology and when
thinkers are used here, they are tied to the key ideas that they have
contributed to the debate about ecologism.
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Question 4 (b)

This question was the less popular of the two questions although candidates generally
engaged well with the debate on how divided ecologism is in its view of the state.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers generally built their essays around either areas of agreement then areas of
disagreement or used themes for each paragraph and explored unity and division within
each theme. Many answers used the themes of a critique of the existing state, what the
future state or stateless society should look like, and how to get from here to there. Stronger
answers generally saw a clear level of unity between deep greens and social ecology in
opposition to the existing state, and the need for a radical transformation to a society that
was based on localism or bioregionalism, whilst arguing that the method of transformation
and reasons for transformation remained very different. This was put up against the more
reformist approach of shallow greens.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of unity or disunity.
There was also a tendency to only cover two strands, deep and shallow greens, omitting
entirely social ecology which limited the breadth of the answer and the ability to really draw
out comparative analysis.
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This is a top of Level 4 answer.

70GCE Politics 9PL0 02



71 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



72GCE Politics 9PL0 02



73 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This answer covers all three strands and generates a line of argument
that it sticks to throughout. There is lots of key terminology deployed
and key thinkers are well used. There is a good structure used here but
perhaps the conclusion was shortened due to time constraints.

Ensuring all the strands are used in the answer helps to build breadth
and effective comparative analysis.
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Question 5 (a)

Feminism was the most popular of the non-core ideas and this was the most popular
question on feminism. Generally, this question was answered well, with candidates really
engaging with the debate.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers tended to build their essay around different themes to highlight the level
of agreement and disagreement. It was popular to look at what was wrong with the existing
economy, what should the economy look like and how should we transform from the
existing economy to the ideal economy. Stronger answers were able to utilise all four strands
in their answers and support the debate by highlighting the critical contributions from the
key thinkers from the specification.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement. There was also a noticeable tendency to not include post-modern feminism
despite its important contribution to this debate. Weaker answers also tended to simply
name thinkers as part of a strand, rather than really using the key ideas of the thinkers to
support the debate between the strands.

75 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This a Level 5 response.
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This response remains focussed on the level of agreement and
disagreement within feminism over the economy, comparing all the
main strands and deploying thinkers effectively. There is some
excellent comparative analysis and some logical and substantiated
judgements.
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Question 5 (b)

This was the less popular of the two questions but in general it was done well by candidates,
who really tried to engage with the debate around this core principle of feminism.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. In the introduction, it was also noticeable that stronger answers had a clear
definition of the personal is the political which was then used to give a clear structure to the
debate. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers had a clear sense of what the personal is political means. This provided the
structure for the essay. Candidates were able to use this definition to build the structure of
their essay and look at the issues in relation to public and the private sphere. Candidates
were able to explore how the personal is political works as a critique of existing society, what
action was needed and what type of world needed to be built. Stronger answers were able to
utilise all four strands in their answers and support the debate by highlighting the critical
contributions from the key thinkers from the specification.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement. There was also a noticeable tendency to not include post-modern feminism
despite its important contribution to this debate or not to have a clear definition of the
personal is political leading to answers wandering away from the question. Weaker answers
also tended to simply name thinkers as part of a strand, rather than really using the key
ideas of the thinkers to support the debate between the strands.

Post-modern feminism and bell hooks caused some confusion here. Post-modern feminism
through the view of bell hooks was about more than ending male chauvinism or ensuring all
women had equal rights; it was about eradicating the ideology of domination that permeates
all western culture in terms of sex, race, and class. In this sense it was a revolutionary
approach to tackling this dominator culture in all aspects of life.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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This answer has a very clear sense of what the core principle of the
personal is political means, which allows for the development of some
effective analysis and evaluation. There is clear question focus and
comparative analysis between all the main strands within feminism.

At least two key thinkers from the specification must be used in
answers. Other thinkers from beyond the specification can be used in
addition but not as a substitute for the two key thinkers from the
specification.
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Question 6 (a)

This was the more popular of the two choices on multiculturalism and was generally
answered well with students really engaging with the debate.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers tended to build the structure around a variety of different themes such as
diversity, tolerance, opposition to assimilation and support for minority rights and cultural
recognition. Within these themes, candidates were able to draw out the areas of agreement
and disagreement between liberal, pluralist, and cosmopolitan multiculturalists, supported
by the well selected use of the ideas of the key thinkers. It is also worth noting that there is
no cosmopolitan multiculturalist in the specification, although some answers did use Jeremy
Waldron here as an additional thinker.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement. Weaker answers also tended to simply name thinkers as part of a strand,
rather than really using the key ideas of the thinkers to support the debate between the
strands.

One area of confusion that did arise was in liberal multiculturalism, which was often
mistaken for liberalism. Liberal multiculturalism argues that liberal idea of the neutral state is
not supportable in practice; it can grant freedom of speech but as soon as it specifies the
language for official documents or to be used in schools, it is no longer neutral. Therefore,
group differentiated rights can be supported based on the principle of justice as well as the
principle of autonomy.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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There is a clear line of argument and real sense of debate here. All the
main strands of multiculturalism are covered, with the main ideas of
key thinkers used well to bring the debate to life. It is good to see an
excellent use of the key terminology of the specification which helps to
build a clear and focussed answer.
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Question 6 (b)

This question was the less popular of the two questions and was also less well answered in
general. The question focussed on tolerance, part of the key terminology of the specification.
A clear grasp of what this concept means, its limits and why it is so important to
multiculturalism were key to the answer.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers tended to focus on the debates around tolerance, its limits, its relationship
to diversity and its relationship to integration. Stronger answers were able to draw out the
areas of agreement and disagreement between liberal, pluralist, and cosmopolitan
multiculturalists as well as the contrasting views of the conservative criticism of
multiculturalism, supported by the well selected use of the ideas of the key thinkers.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement. Weaker answers also tended to simply name thinkers as part of a strand,
rather than really using the key ideas of the thinkers to support the debate between the
strands. It was noticeable that some answers talked more generally about multiculturalism
without really focussing on the question or using the key terminology from the specification.
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This is a Level 4 response.

95 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



96GCE Politics 9PL0 02



97 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This response clearly tries to answer the question, and scores
consistently across all the AOs. It has a very strong use of key
terminology from the specification. This is a good example of how to
use thinkers – by using the key contributions of thinkers to the ideas of
the main strands within the political idea.
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Question 7 (a)

This was the less popular of the two questions on nationalism, but in general was answered
well with candidates engaging with this debate around society.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers tended to build their answers around what unites all nationalists in their
view of society, before looking at areas of agreement and disagreement between strands.
Stronger answers tended to pair up liberal nationalism with anti/post colonialism against the
ideas of conservative nationalism and expansionist nationalism. Better answers were able to
effectively deploy the key terminology of the specification to build effective debates between
the strands and support this debate by utilising the critical ideas of the key thinkers from the
specification.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement or to drift away from the focus on society. Weaker answers also tended to
simply name thinkers as part of a strand, rather than really using the key ideas of the
thinkers to support the debate between the strands. There was also a tendency to not
include all the strands in the debate, limiting the ability to develop the breadth of argument
and draw out comparative analysis to build clear conclusions.
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This is a Level 5 answer.
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This is a sharp and focussed answer that has an excellent grasp of the
terminology and ideas of nationalism. There is perceptive comparative
analysis building to effectvie arguments and judgements. The whole
range of different strands are utilised to develop both breadth and
depth. The essay has a strong introduction and conclusion, with an
effective structure.

Introductions and conclusions are very important to a good essay; they
do not need to be long but do need to be punchy, focussed on the
question and clear.
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Question 7 (b)

This was the more popular of the two questions on nationalism, and generally candidates
engaged well with the debate around whether nationalism is progressive. Candidates
generally had a good grasp on the terms progressive and regressive.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers tended to group liberal nationalism and anti/post colonialism together
exploring the extent to which they were progressive, and then grouped conservative
nationalism and expansionist nationalism together to explore the extent to which they were
regressive whilst comparing the differences between and within the two blocs. This led to
some very interesting debates supported by carefully selected ideas from the key thinkers.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side by side, rather
than comparatively analysing them to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement. Weaker answers also tended to simply name thinkers as part of a strand,
rather than really using the key ideas of the thinkers to support the debate between the
strands. There was also a tendency to not include all the strands in the debate, limiting the
ability to develop the breadth of argument and draw out comparative analysis to build clear
conclusions.
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This is a Level 4 answer.
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This essay has an impressive structure that really allows it to meet the
demands of the question. All the main strands are covered, with the
ideas of key thinkers selected well to support the debate.

Essay structure is really important to really tackle the debate head on
within the time limit.
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Paper Summary

Candidates are given the following advice:

Timing is crucial; it is important that candidates leave themselves enough time to do
justice to the non-core ideas section.
Planning remains vital in source-based essays; the better answers were clearly able to pair
up arguments from the source and use them to generate a real sense of debate
throughout.
The careful selection of relevant evidence, in particular contemporary evidence is vital to
building effective analysis and substantiated judgements in all questions on UK
Government.
The importance of writing short, punchy introductions and conclusions to really frame the
essay.
In essay questions, the importance of remaining focussed on the words of the question
and planning answers so that they don’t drift from the question.
The importance of building effective evaluation throughout essays; this relies on arguing
to a conclusion rather than merely stating a conclusion.
In non-core ideas, it is vital to focus on areas of agreement and disagreement, and really
build up a sense of the “extent” of those agreements and disagreements.
All the strands should be utilised in non-core ideas answers and it is better to support the
debate with the key contributions of the thinkers rather than simply stating that a thinker
is from one strand or another.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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