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Introduction

This was the fourth full series since the introduction of the new Politics specification, and it
was very pleasing to see so many candidates fully engaging with the big political debates.

The paper was a challenge for candidates, allowing them to select and deploy political
information, develop analysis, and build substantive judgements. It is worth highlighting the
number of candidates who developed fully a clear line of argument, used contemporary
evidence, and was able to place that evidence in context.

Source Questions

In the source questions, it was pleasing to see candidates engaging with the political
information in the source to develop an argument in relation to the question set. Effective
structures were used to pair-up the arguments to develop comparative analysis and work
towards substantiated judgements.

Essay Questions

Essay questions were generally well-structured, engaged with the question, used good
political vocabulary, and looked to develop a sense of debate. Whilst it was good to see clear
lines of argument emerging, there is still a need to develop judgements that are more
effectively substantiated by the evidence presented and the analysis that was developed. The
line of argument needs to go beyond only being stated to being developed effectively, so as
to convince the reader.

Non-core political ideas

It was pleasing to see that the non-core political questions were answered well, overall, and
there was a stronger use of key political terminology. Writing in the language of the political
idea allows the candidates to write with greater depth and perception whilst also making it
possible to write shorter, more hard-hitting responses.

Most candidates did look to develop the comparative analysis around the differences and
similarities between strands, supported by key thinkers, to reach judgements. In those
judgements there is still a need to focus on the question stem and provide a clear answer to
“extent”.

Timing across the paper was an issue again this year, and the answers on non-core political
ideas were typically the responses that were either very short or incomplete.
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Question 1 (a)

This question was the less popular of the two source questions, with a wide range of answers
on display.

Candidates were able to engage with the political information in the source, using the key
arguments from the source to build the skeleton for their essay. Performance was more
varied in terms of developing the debate from the political information in the source and
selecting topical evidence to help generate effective analysis and judgements.

Engagement with the question was crucial to reaching the higher-level mark bands. Stronger
answers were able to select the political information effectively from the source and pair-up
the arguments from it to develop a high-level debate with a clear line of argument regarding
election of the House of Lords.

This debate was supported by well-selected evidence, that was often very topical. For
instance, candidates looked at the role of the Lords in scrutinising the Safety of Rwanda Bill,
the appointments made to the Lords by Boris Johnson, or the impact of Peers such as Lord
Dubs or Baroness Lawrence. The strongest answers had a clear line of argument, where that
argument was developed throughout the essay. Introductions were short and pithy, setting
up the debate and direction of travel, whilst conclusions were logical, clear and offered a
natural end to the answer, rather than only a recap of the essay.

Structure was very important here. Answers that did not pair up naturally-competing
viewpoints found it difficult to develop their analysis thoroughly, to reach logical judgments.
Answers that did not use the political information in the source effectively to set up the
debate – or did use the source but did not develop the arguments within it – found it difficult
to build effective Assessment Objective (AO)02 and A03. Answers that used historical
evidence or hardly any evidence also had difficulty engaging with the question.

In terms of developing A03, many candidates did have a clear line of argument in the
introduction and did build in mini-conclusions at the end of the comparative analysis of a
pair of arguments building to the conclusion. Often, these judgements still felt more stated
than developed, and where judgements or conclusions were either unexpected or
unconvincing, the A03 was weaker.

This is a Level 5/Level boundary script.
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This answer focusses on the question, with a clear line of argument
developed throughout.

It selects and deploys the key political information from the source to
establish the debate, before building the analysis to reach supported
conclusions.

There is some well-selected evidence, but the deployment of more
contemporary evidence could be used to enhance the debate.

Level 5

Total: 25 marks

Reaching judgements throughout the essay is important when you
consider that A03 is worth one-third of the marks. They cannot only be
left to the conclusion
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Question 1 (b)

This was the more popular of the two questions and was, in general, very well-answered.
There was quite a wide range of approaches to the question, with some candidates showing
breadth and others more depth. Both were effective, although there were some candidates
who only focussed on devolution, and this limited the development of an effective answer to
the question. There was a real attempt to engage with the question of whether or not
constitutional reform since 1997 had been a success, and some clear lines of argument were
developed.

Stronger answers were able effectively to pair up arguments from the source to create a
high-level debate about the success of constitutional reform. This allowed candidates to
show perceptive comparative analysis of the political information in the source. The analysis
was often supported by well-selected evidence, including some excellent contemporary
examples such as:

the Government’s use of Section 25 with the Scottish Gender Recognition Bill
the electoral success or otherwise of various nationalist parties
recent policy initiatives by the London Mayor and Metro Mayors such as Andy Burnham
the Supreme Court ruling on the Rwanda policy
subsequent passing of the Safety of Rwanda Act

Stronger answers also had a very effective structure. There was an introduction that
established the debate and a clear line of argument for the answer. Many argued strongly for
their views on whether constitutional reform had been a success, whilst effectively analysing
both sides of the argument. The structure used well-paired arguments to reach supported
judgements before reaching strong conclusions. Those conclusions were often short, hard-
hitting and felt part of a well-argued answer, rather than simply an add-on.

It was pleasing to see some excellent understanding of the Supreme Court – and the extent
to which declarations of incompatibility are impactful as are rulings on the actions/policies of
the Executive branch. More modern rulings by the Supreme Court, like the Miller cases, the
Keidan case and the Rwanda Policy, were utilised to good effect. However, there was often
some confusion about whether certain Supreme Court rulings were challenging the actions
of the Executive or legislative branch. There was certainly confusion around the Rwanda
ruling and whether it was about the action/policy of the Executive branch or an Act of
Parliament.

Some structures were less effective. They concentrated only on devolution, or did not pair-up
the arguments from the source effectively, or attempted to write a pre-planned response
rather than using the political information in the source. One such example would be
candidates trying to 'shoehorn in' other constitutional reforms, like House of Lords reform or
the Fixed-Term Parliament Act or lack of constitutional reform eg First-Past-the-Post, to
develop a debate about success.
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A03 was demonstrated throughout many answers. Once a pair of selected arguments had
been debated, it was possible for candidates to create interim, substantiated judgements or
incorporate judgements throughout. Sometimes, these judgements felt merely stated rather
than argued towards, undermining their effectiveness. These interim judgements need to
build towards the conclusion – where the interim judgements or the conclusion were a
surprise to the reader, it was the case that the AO3 had not been developed well.

This is a Level 5 answer.
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There is:

a clear line of argument developed throughout the answer
perceptive analysis, well-selected evidence and supported
judgements
utilisation of the political information from the source to generate
the debate

There is a good use of political vocabulary here.

The evidence that is selected includes a number of contemporary
examples.

Level 5

Total: 28 marks

If the examiner can write the conclusion from reading the rest of the
essay, and it matches the conclusion, then that shows generally that a
clear line of arguments has been maintained throughout

This is a Level 5 answer.
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This answer is focussed on the question, and utilises the political
information in the source effectively to generate the political debate.

Much of the evidence selected is contemporary and adds to the
richness of the debate. The essay structure works well.

The arguments from the source are paired up, with supporting
evidence brought in to generate some perceptive analysis leading to
substantiated judgements.

There is a clear line of argument developed throughout and the
answer delivers on breadth and depth.

The devolution section is effective, going beyond purely one devolved
area.

One area to work on is greater accuracy in the example of the
Supreme Court ruling on the Rwanda policy.

Level 5

Total: 28 marks

Pairing-up the key arguments from the source provides the skeleton
for an effective essay

Develop those arguments, using judiciously selected evidence

Use focussed analysis to reach supported judgements: this is the best
way to approach the source-based questions
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Question 2 (a)

This was the more-popular of the two questions and a wide range of different approaches
was adopted. Most candidates had a very clear understanding of what was meant by
sovereignty and could offer a sharp definition of it, as a starting point from which to build
their answer.

Stronger answers were laser-focussed on the question and able to develop a strong line of
argument.

Popular areas to cover were the:

elective dictatorship
referenda
devolution
the EU and the Human Rights Act in conjunction with the Courts.

The better introductions offered an accurate definition of sovereignty, put the debate into
context and offered a clear direction of travel. The best answers engaged fully with the
debate, selecting some excellent, contemporary evidence to illustrate the arguments to
underpin their analysis and evaluation. It was also very pleasing to see such a strong use of
political vocabulary, including so much of the key terminology in the specification.

The synoptic element, part of A01, was, in general, handled very well. There were strong links
back to democracy and participation in the discussion of:

referenda and devolution
the role of political parties in devolution,
the role of FPTP and party discipline in the elective dictatorship
rights in discussion of the Supreme Court and the Human Rights Act

Some answers had difficulty defining sovereignty and linking sovereignty effectively to
Parliament, and this made it difficult to build an effective essay. There was some confusion,
with answers confusing the Executive branch with Parliament or discussing the limitations
imposed on the Commons by the Lords.

In terms of Europe, there was some confusion of the differences between the European
Court of Justice and the European Court of Human Rights. There was also a tendency to be
very historical in debates around the EU, although references to Northern Ireland and the
ongoing impact of the EU Single Market often elicited excellent responses.
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Lastly, a common area for confusion was the role of the Supreme Court and the Human
Rights Act. The question concerned the sovereignty of Parliament, therefore it was important
to focus on declarations of incompatibility rather than the judicial review of the
actions/policies of the Executive branch. It was also the case that court rulings — sometimes
used as examples to show that parliament had lost sovereignty to the Courts, such as the
Miller rulings — are, in fact, rulings that upheld parliamentary sovereignty.

Finally, often the A03 judgements made throughout the essay, or in the conclusion, were
merely stated rather than supported by the preceding debate, or were somewhat of a
surprise, given the direction in which the essay had been going.

This is a Level 5 answer.
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The introduction here is focussed, clear and sets up the debate and
line of argument very effectively.

The answer has an effective structure that allows for the development
of a real debate. There is good comparative analysis allowing the
candidate to reach substantiated judgements.

There are clear synoptic links generated throughout the answer.

One area for development might be the selection and deployment of
more contemporary evidence to support the arguments given.

Level 5

Total: 26 marks

In a question based around key terminology like this one, it is a good
idea to define the term in your introduction to lay the foundations for
your answer
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Question 2 (b)

This question was the less-popular of the two and saw a great range of approaches and
marks. The key to the question was to focus on whether or not the government’s control of
the Commons had weakened in recent years.

Question focus was key, here. Stronger answers were able to focus on “control” and “recent
years”.

They looked at a range of issues, for example whether or not :

backbenchers had become more rebellious
party discipline had weakened
the nature of recent election results and campaigns had changed the balance of power
reforms of the Commons had changed the relationship between the Government and
Commons
the powers of the Prime Minister (PM) and the Government had grown or been used in
different ways

Where candidates could show that either the control had changed to become weaker or
stronger, or had stayed the same over time, they were able to access the higher levels in the
mark scheme.

The very best answers:

had a clear line of argument
deployed much contemporary evidence
were able to contextualise that evidence by cross-referencing it back to more historical
examples. For instance, could recent governments be seen to have either more or less
control than Thatcher or Blair and why.

The synoptic element was again largely effective across the whole range of answers. Many
candidates focussed their synoptic elements on links back to political parties and elections.

Weaker answers tended to use different PMs across time as their different paragraphs, giving
much evidence but rarely developing any depth to their argument. The focus tended to be on
the size of the majority in the Commons only, which limited the breadth of their answers.
There was also a tendency to get sidelined into other debates.

These included:

control between the PM and cabinet
the success or otherwise of conventions of ministerial responsibility
bringing in other checks on the Government such as the Lords, the Courts, the devolved
bodies or the media

35 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



It is vital that candidates answer the question that is set rather than writing a pre-planned
generic essay.

This is a Level 4/Level 5 boundary script.
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This essay has a clear structure and looks to engage with both
"weakened" and in "recent years".

There is a clear line of argument pursued, with some strong use of
political vocabulary and well-selected evidence. The answer has clear
synoptic links developed throughout.

A03 judgements are argued throughout the answer.

An area for development would to use well-selected evidence to build
on the debate around the control of the parliamentary timetable.

Overall, the response reaches the higher level.

Level 5

Total: 25 marks

It is important to plan essays

Know what you want to argue before you start writing in order to
ensure there is a clear line of argument throughout
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Question 3 (a)

This was the less-popular of the two questions and was generally well-answered with
reference to the key strands within anarchism.

Candidates were able to show both where collectivist and individualist anarchism agrees and
disagrees over the core idea and principle that 'anarchy is order', supported by using well-
selected key thinkers from the specification. It was pleasing to see all the different thinkers
being well-utilised.

Stronger answers were able to define what is meant by 'anarchy is order' and how it emerges
from the anarchist views on human nature. Stronger answers had a clear line of argument
from the start, and that argument was pursued throughout. Paragraphs were built around
the anarchist critique of the existing state. They showed how it leads to disorder, the nature
of the stateless society and how it leads to a natural and spontaneous order, and how to get
from the existing state to the stateless society where anarchy is order.

Candidates were able to show agreements between the strands, and disagreements both
between the strands and within the strands. Thinkers were generally well-selected and
deployed to support the arguments being made. The very best answers were able to have a
clear focus on “extent” from the introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Weaker answers tended to state the position of the different strands on the idea that
'anarchy is order' or focus on the positions held by the thinkers, rather than focussing on
comparative analysis to highlight agreements and disagreements between the strands. There
was, perhaps, a much greater tendency to leave judgements to the conclusion rather than
building them into the essay, making it harder to develop a clear line of argument.

One area that did seem to cause confusion was how the different strands proposed getting
from the existing state to the stateless society where anarchy is order. The difference
between revolution – an attempt to transform social, economic, and political relations —
versus insurrection, which is the transformation of the self, leads us no longer to let
ourselves be arranged but to arrange ourselves and sets no glittering hopes on institutions.

This is a Level 5 answer.
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This answer shows:

a high level of engagement with the question
an excellent grasp of the political vocabulary of anarchism
a focus on extent
a clear structure
a line of argument that is developed throughout

Level 5

Total: 24 marks

Use the key contributions of political thinkers to anarchism in support
of the strands to deepen the analysis in your essays
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Question 3 (b)

This was the more-popular of the two questions and was very well-answered with reference
to the key strands within anarchism. Candidates were able to show both where collectivist
and individualist anarchism agrees and disagrees over the core idea and principle of liberty,
supported by using well-selected key thinkers from the specification. There was a very
pleasing use of the political terminology and vocabulary of anarchism allowing candidates to
write shorter, more focussed and effective answers.

Stronger answers were able to define what liberty means to different strands of anarchism,
how it is crucial to human nature and how it is not compatible with any form of political
authority in society, the economy or in the form of the state. Paragraphs were built around
the critique of the existing state and how it impacts on liberty, the importance of liberty to
human nature and how liberty is incompatible with hierarchy and authority in the economy
or society.

Candidates were able to show agreements between the strands and disagreements both
between the strands and within the strands. Thinkers were generally well-selected and
deployed to support the arguments being made. The very best answers were able to have a
clear focus on “extent” from the introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Weaker answers tended to state the position of the different strands on the core principle of
liberty. Alternatively, they focussed on the positions held by the thinkers rather than
focussing on comparative analysis to highlight agreements and disagreements between the
strands. There was perhaps a much greater tendency to leave judgements to the conclusion
rather than building them into the essay, making it harder to develop a clear line of
argument.

One area that needs more focus going forward is the attitudes of egoism and anarcho-
capitalism, within individualist anarchism, in terms of liberty’s relationship to capitalism and
private property.

This is a Level 5 answer.

The paragraph on economic liberty is an excellent example of a paragraph focussed on the
demands of the question. Also, it highlights that anarcho-capitalism is an outlier within
anarchism when it comes to freedom and capitalism.
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This answer has a strong focus on liberty, and sets out a clear structure
and a line of argument in the introduction.

Thinkers are integrated effectively into the answer, and the focus
remains on the agreements and disagreements between collectivist
and individualist anarchism.

The use of anarchist political terminology is very accurate here.

The A03 focus on extent could perhaps be slightly stronger in terms of
having a clear line of argument that is argued convincingly throughout.

Level 5

Total: 21 marks

This is a top of Level 5 answer.
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There is a strong line of argument developed here, with a very clear
focus on liberty. The answer covers "extent", uses some excellent
political vocabulary and has integrated thinkers.

Total: 24 marks

It is important to have balance in your answer; this means that both
agreements and disagreements must be covered in the debate.
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Question 4 (a)

Ecologism remains one of the non-core political ideas that is less popular. However, generally
candidates engaged well with the questions regarding whether or not there is disagreement
within ecologism.

There was a wide range of different themes developed, all strands were generally covered,
key thinkers were well-deployed and, perhaps most pleasingly, there was a stronger use of
the key vocabulary and terminology of ecologism. This meant that candidates in general
could demonstrate more knowledge, analysis and evaluation in shorter, more focussed and
effective answers.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Some stronger answers built their essays around either areas of agreement, then areas of
disagreement.

Alternatively, others used themes, for example:

the state
the economy
attitudes to anthropocentrism
views on sustainability
whether or not a radical or reformist approach was required

They used a different theme for each paragraph and explored unity and division within each
theme.

Many answers used the ideas of the critique of the existing world, a vision of a more
ecologically sound future, and how to get from the existing world to an ecological world,
effectively to seek areas of fundamental agreement and disagreement within ecologism. A
full range of key thinkers was used, with some answers also going further than covering the
main strands to explore in greater depth the different sub-strands within social ecology.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side-by-side or only
focus on the thinkers, not the strands. Alternatively, they discussed environmental policy
rather than analysing comparatively the views of the different strands, to build up
judgements on the extent of agreement or disagreement.

Where candidates did not have familiarity with the vocabulary/terminology of ecologism,
answers tended to become more descriptive and less analytical.

This is a Level 5 answer.

60GCE Politics 9PL0 02



61 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



62GCE Politics 9PL0 02



63 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



64GCE Politics 9PL0 02



65 GCE Politics 9PL0 02



This essay:

is focussed on the question
has a clear line of argument that is followed throughout
covers all the strands
attempts to engage with the concept of "extent"

The introduction provides a clear direction for the debate and that is
followed throughout the answer.

The level of key terminology and political vocabulary from ecologism is
very high throughout.

Level 5

Total: 22 marks

Knowing key political terminology and the vocabulary of ecologism
allows candidates to write with a sense of accuracy, focus and control

This is a Level 5 answer.
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There is a clear line of argument here, with an attempt at measuring
"extent". The answer looks at the differences between the strands and
also the differences within social ecology.

Key thinkers are deployed effectively and integrated into the answer.
There is a good use of the political vocabulary of ecologism, which
creates a real sense of sharpness in the selection of information and
the depth of the analysis.

Level 5

Total: 21 marks

It is important to have balance, covering both disagreement and
agreement to help justify your view of "extent"
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Question 4 (b)

Candidates generally engaged well with the debate on how united ecologism is, in its view of
the economy.

It was pleasing to see candidates showing how there is unity in their analysis of the existing
economic order, and their desire for a sustainable economy, whilst highlighting the division
over what that sustainable economy looks like and how to achieve it.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion.

Stronger answers generally built their essays around areas of unity then areas of division.

Alternatively, they used themes, such as:

capitalism
industrialism
consumerism and materialism
sustainability

They used a different theme for each paragraph, and explored unity and division within each
theme.

Stronger answers generally saw a clear level of unity between deep greens and social ecology
in opposition to the existing economy, and the need for a rejection of capitalism,
industrialism, consumerism and materialism to create an ecological economy. This was set
against the more reformist approach of shallow greens to work within capitalism, through
either green capitalism and consumerism, or a more managerialist state.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side-by-side, only focus
on thinkers, not strands, or were diverted into a debate about green policies, rather than
analysing comparatively the strands to build up judgements on the extent of unity or
disunity.

An area for further work is to ensure candidates have a clear and effective grasp of the key
political terminology of ecologism so that they can write shorter, more focussed and
analytical answers.

This is a Level 4/Level 5 boundary script.
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This answer has a very clear line of argument that is pursued
throughout and shows a grasp of the key political terminology of
ecologism.

The answer:

is focussed on the question
has a strong structure
attempts to measure extent.

All three strands are covered.

The key thinkers are used here, but are not, perhaps, used to the full
extent because they are not fully-integrated in the essay.

Overall, the lower level is best-fit for this response.

Level 4

Total: 19 marks

Integrate your thinkers into the essay

Use their main contributions to ecologism to support your arguments
about the unity or division between different strands
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Question 5 (a)

Candidates were generally able to identify agreement and disagreement between the strands
and many showed good knowledge and understanding of differing feminist perspectives of
reform versus revolution.

Almost all answers included the required two key thinkers, with many going above and
beyond to reference other thinkers, such as Friedan or Wollstonecraft, to support their
responses. It was pleasing to see a strong grasp of the key terminology and vocabulary of
feminism being deployed, making for shorter and more effective answers.

The strongest answers were well-structured, analysing a range of themes and showing deep
knowledge of the views of thinkers associated with the four main strands. They drew these
out to make meaningful comparisons and informed judgements regarding the extent of unity
or division.

The very best answers were explicit about the “extent” of unity, supporting their judgements
with perceptive, comparative analysis and well-selected political information. It was pleasing
to see more candidates using post-modern feminism, more accurately using the ideas of
intersectionality and 'bell-hooks' (female author).

Weaker approaches tended to be more descriptive, only laying out the ideas of the different
strands or different thinkers rather than focussing on the extent of unity. This approach
sometimes saw a more narrative, historical approach that was very descriptive rather than
analytical.

There was a tendency to want simply to label key thinkers by strand rather than focussing on
how the ideas of the different thinkers have contributed to the views of feminism as a whole,
and the thinking of the different strands. One area for focus is to generate a more rounded
understanding of the contributions of Kate Millett to the debates within feminism.

This is a top-level answer.
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The introduction outlines the debate very effectively. It introduces a
clear line of argument, which then runs throughout.

It demonstrates:

a good use of political vocabulary,
how thinkers are integrated into the answer
that there is balance
that there is coverage of all the strands

Level 5

Total: 23 marks

A strong grasp of the key terminology and political vocabulary of
feminism helps to bring a sharpness and focus to your answer
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Question 5 (b)

It was pleasing to see candidates engaging with the question, focussing on the meaning of
equality.

They drew out different areas such as:

gender equality
political equality
legal equality
the debate between equality and difference feminism.

Again, here, the ability to deploy the language and terminology of feminism led to shorter,
more effective answers.

Candidates who adopted a thematic approach and structured their responses based on
themes of the ideology (eg, legal equality, gender equality, patriarchy, the family, political
equality) were able to access higher levels in the levels-based mark scheme. These
candidates used key thinkers to support their arguments effectively, showing a deeper
understanding of the ideology.

Most candidates included successfully at least two key thinkers, which is essential for
achieving higher marks. However, it was noted that some candidates identified
Wollstonecraft and Friedan incorrectly as key thinkers rather than using them as additional
thinkers.

The very best answers were able to integrate key thinkers into their analysis of the strands of
feminism rather than merely mentioning them, or labelling them by strand.

Weaker answers were descriptive, focussing on one strand per paragraph without adequate
comparison, thereby missing opportunities for higher-level analysis (AO2) and evaluation
(AO3).

Some were structured around individual thinkers, which limited their ability to demonstrate
the levels of agreement and disagreement within the political idea.

An area on which to focus is how the contributions of key thinkers have contributed to the
different strands within feminism.

This is a Level 5 answer.

Introductions do not need to be long, but they need to be effective.

They should establish the debate and lay down a clear line of argument.
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The introduction establishes the framework of the debate and
provides a clear line of argument. There is an attempt to engage with
"extent".

The agreement and disagreement between all four strands are
covered, and the ideas of key thinkers are integrated into the answer.
The political terminology used here is good.

An area for development could be through a more nuanced, detailed
development of the ideas of radical feminism and Kate Millett.

Level 5

Total: 23 marks
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Question 6 (a)

Multiculturalism is one of the less-popular political ideas. However, it was very pleasing to
note how well this question was answered.

Candidates were able to develop a strong line of argument and effective debates around the
extent of multiculturalism’s unity in its views on society. It was pleasing to see all of the
strands being covered and key thinkers being deployed judiciously.

Stronger answers took a thematic approach, looking at the extent of unity and division within
multiculturalism over themes such as diversity, tolerance and the extent to which society
should recognise, celebrate and support cultural difference. Within this debate, all the main
strands were covered, whilst the ideas of the different political thinkers were integrated
effectively into the answer. It was very pleasing to see the political vocabulary and key
terminology of multiculturalism being used effectively within the debate, showing a very
good level of knowledge and understanding.

Weaker answers tended simply to show the ideas of the different strands paragraph-by-
paragraph or focus on the debate between thinkers rather than strands. There was also a
tendency to use thinkers as an add-on. They were introduced and labelled as belonging to a
particular strand rather than integrating their political ideas into the answer, in support of
the differing views within multiculturalism.

One area that needs focus is to develop the understanding of how the views of liberal
multiculturalism emerge from, but also challenge, the views of liberalism. In particular, how
the liberal multiculturalist view of the role of the state and attitudes to celebrating,
recognising and supporting diversity within the public sphere, is very different from
liberalism.

This is a low Level 5 answer.
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There is an excellent engagement with the question here, a clear use of
the different strands of multiculturalism and the key thinkers are well-
integrated into the answer.

The answer has a solid structure, and the use of the political
terminology and vocabulary of multiculturalism is very strong. This
allows the answer to include much content in a short space.

An area for development would be to generate a stronger sense of A03
throughout the answer.

Level 5

Total: 20 marks

To develop an answer:
use key terminology from the specification and vocabulary of
multiculturalism. This will bring sharpness to an essay
use the most important contributions of political thinkers to the
political idea in an integrated way, rather than simply labelling a
thinker with a strand
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Question 6 (b)

This was the least-popular of the two questions on multiculturalism and revolved around one
of the big debates. The debate about integration links up with key terms in the specification
such as assimilation, individualist integration, pluralist integration and cosmopolitan
integration. Answers that were able to define what is meant by these terms and deploy them
effectively were able to access the full range of the mark scheme.

Stronger answers took a thematic approach, looking at the extent of agreement and
disagreement within multiculturalism over themes such as the different types of integration,
assimilation and the ability to balance diversity with unity. Within this debate, all the main
strands were covered, whilst the ideas of the different political thinkers were integrated
effectively into the answer. It was very pleasing to see the political vocabulary and key
terminology of multiculturalism being used effectively within the debate, showing a very
good level of knowledge and understanding.

Some of the weaker answers tended only to set out the ideas of the different strands
paragraph-by-paragraph. Others focussed on the debate between thinkers rather than
strands or were unable accurately to define the different types of integration. There was also
a tendency to use thinkers as an add-on. They were introduced and labelled as belonging to a
particular strand rather than integrating their political ideas into the answer, in support of
the differing views within multiculturalism.

A key area on which to focus is the difference between the different types of integration
versus assimilation, and the debate around integration and segregation. The contributions to
multiculturalism of Tariq Modood are particularly important here.

This is a very strong Level 4 answer.
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The introduction is 'punchy', setting out the debate and the line of
argument that deals with "extent".

The answer remains focussed on integration, and reference to key
thinkers is effective in the answer.

An area for development here might be to discuss the multiculturalist
opposition to assimilation being imposed to create unity but without
diversity.

Level 4

Total: 19 marks

Define core principles or key terminology from the question in the
introduction
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Question 7 (a)

This was the less popular of the two questions on nationalism, but in general was answered
well: candidates engaged with this debate around the state. Candidates were able to identify
that the most central belief of nationalism is that the nation-state brings together the
concept of the nation and the state and that there is widespread disagreement over the role
and nature of the state.

Stronger answers had a clear direction from the start, and that argument was pursued
throughout. The very best answers were able to have a clear focus on extent from the
introduction, through the paragraphs to the conclusion. Stronger answers tended to build
their answers around what unites all nationalists in their view of the state. They went on to
consider areas of disagreement between strands over the right of all nations to statehood,
whether or not the state is a realm of freedom and the basis for the state.

Stronger answers also tended to pair up liberal nationalism with anti/post colonialism
against the ideas of conservative nationalism and expansionist nationalism. Better answers
were able effectively to deploy the key terminology of the specification, building effective
debates between the strands and supporting this debate by utilising the critical ideas of the
key thinkers from the specification.

Weaker answers tended to position the views of the different strands side-by-side.
Alternatively, they focussed on the different ideas of the key thinkers rather than
comparatively analysing the strands to build up judgements on the extent of agreement or
disagreement.

Weaker answers also tended simply to name thinkers as part of a strand rather than using
the key ideas of the thinkers to support the debate between the strands. There was also a
tendency not to include all the strands in the debate, limiting the ability to develop the
breadth of argument and draw out comparative analysis to build clear conclusions.

One area on which to focus would to be develop a more thorough understanding of Mazzini
and his concept of nationhood.

This is a Level 5 answer.
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There is a short but clear introduction, which introduces the debate
and sets out the line of argument.

There is clear balance in covering both agreements and
disagreements, and an attempt to engage with extent.

All of the strands are covered and key thinkers are integrated into the
answer.

There is a strong use of the political terminology of nationalism.

Level 5

Total: 22 marks

Remember not only to show where there is agreement and
disagreement, but focus in on the "extent" of that agreement and
disagreement
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Question 7 (b)

This was the more popular of the two questions on nationalism and showed a full range of
answers. The key to success often lay in the ability to define the key terms inclusive
nationalism and exclusive nationalism, and to be able effectively to deploy the language of
nationalism.

Stronger answers focussed on agreement and disagreement between strands and were able
to assess the extent of each. In both Nationalism questions, there was a tendency to add a
lot of historical detail and narrative, which needed to be focussed on the question or it only
added A01, rarely developing A02 and A03.

Under timed conditions, it is more important to focus on the big debates between the
strands, supported by thinkers than give a wider discussion of historical examples. It was
pleasing to see so many answers using all of the strands and deploying a full range of key
thinkers.

Some answers took a thinker-based approach, and compared them, instead of the strands.
Others took a strand-by-strand approach, which meant that they had difficulty with A02 and
A03.

One area on which to focus is using the key ideas of thinkers in support of the strands rather
than simply stating that a thinker belongs to a particular strand.

This answer is on the boundary of Level 4/5.
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There is a clear question focus here, with a strong line of argument.

The answer deploys good political vocabulary from the nationalism
topic and thinkers are integrated effectively into the answer.

The different strands within nationalism are covered and there is a real
attempt to investigate where the strands are inclusive or exclusive.

On balance, this response reaches the lower end of the top level.

Level 5

Total: 20 marks

Before writing, it is important to decide what your line of argument will
be

Ensure that it runs as a golden thread throughout the essay
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Paper Summary

Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Timing is crucial: leave enough time to do justice to the non-core ideas section. Essays on
non-core political ideas can be shorter and more effective by deploying the key vocabulary
and terminology of that political idea
Planning remains vital in source-based essays; the better answers were able to pair-up
arguments from the source and use them to generate a sense of debate and clear line of
argument throughout
Select relevant evidence carefully, in particular contemporary evidence. This is vital to
building effective analysis and substantiated judgements in all questions on UK
Government. Contemporary evidence can be placed in context by comparing it with
historical evidence
Write short introductions and conclusions to frame the essay
Be able to define and utilise key political vocabulary, including key terminology from the
specification
In essay questions, focus on answering the question, not reproducing a pre-planned
answer
Build effective evaluation throughout essays; this relies on arguing to a conclusion, rather
than merely stating a conclusion
In non-core ideas, it is vital to focus on areas of agreement and disagreement, and build
up a sense of the 'extent' of those agreements and disagreements
Utilise all of the strands in non-core ideas answers. It is better to support the debate with
the key contributions of the thinkers than simply to state that a thinker is from one strand
or another
Candidates need a strong focus on the core principles and ideas of non-core ideas, and
the ability to define and use the key terminology from the specification.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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