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Introduction

This paper assesses unit 3A comparative politics in the context of the USA.
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Question 1 (a)

This was the more popular of the optional Question 1 choices.

The question clearly asked candidates to discuss the differences between the upper
chambers, and it was pleasing to note that the vast majority of candidates were able to do
so, rather than drifting on to similarities, which would not be credited.

As with previous examination series, however, lower level responses chose factors to
consider that were not like-for-like. For example, some candidates tried to compare
legislative powers in the Lords to the power to impeach in the Senate. This limited the marks
available, as this would not be a direct comparison.

The lack of exemplification, or very historic evidence only, was notable. Candidates should be
provided with more recent evidence as befits a subject focused on current affairs - here,
there were significant numbers relying on examples going back to the 1990s and even earlier,
where more recent examples would have been more appropriate.

A number of candidates are still wasting time by constructing their answers to the 12-mark
qguestions as essays, with often substantial introductions and conclusions that do not usually
add anything creditable to the response. It is also still common to see unnecessary
references to the comparative theories here. It is only a requirement to integrate the theories
in to Question 2.

The strongest answers were structured around a thematic approach, picking out key factors
such as representation, scrutiny and legislation to compare, with examples to support. These
did need to be directly comparative - responses that cited a power of the Senate such as the
power to ratify treaties, and then simply stated that there was no comparable power for the
Lords would have a more limited mark for AO2 for the lack of development.

Candidates needed to have a discussion of the differences identified - simply stating the
Senate are elected and represent their constituents while the Lords are not elected and have
no constituency is limited AO2 analysis. Stronger answers were able to analyse using
comparative phrases such as ‘more legitimate, ‘less accountable’ or ‘greater legislative power".

As with previous examination series, a number of misconceptions remain that candidates
should be aware of. For example, it does not require a 2/3 majority in the Senate to pass
legislation, and it is not true to state that legislation can never begin in the Lords.

This is an example of a top Level 4 response.
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Chosen question number: Question 1(a) B Question 1(b)
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/---. Examiner Comments

This is a shrewd approach to answering the question. There are three
points focused on exclusive powers of the Senate versus no exclusive
powers for the House of Lords - this is a valid approach to the
question and so it is not necessary to have exclusive powers as one
point and then completely different points e.g. on party control to
reach Level 4. The exclusive v no exclusive approach avoids the trap of
comparing non-alike points by extending the chain of reasoning - so
each point is structured around ‘The Senate has exclusive power X
which means.. but the House of Lords is limited because it does not
have a similar exclusive power which is a difference, and so....”

Note that two very well-developed and directly comparative
paragraphs could reach Level 4 if they are very well covered, detailed
and comparative.

Candidates should be encouraged to practice comparing like-for-like
points in retrieval practice and revision notes as well as exam-style
questions to help embed AO2 comparative analysis.
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Question 1 (b)

There were several alternative ways to answer this question, as the main political parties are
not listed in the US part of the specification and so a wide range of comparisons could be
credited.

The main comparisons seen were between the Republicans and the Conservatives, or the
Democrats and the Labour Party. However, an interesting number of candidates chose to
make valid comparisons between the Republicans and the Labour Party, or between the
Democrats and the Conservatives.

The question specified that only one comparison needed to be made. However, some
candidates attempted comparisons between several parties e.g. Republicans and
Conservatives alongside a comparison of the Democrats and Labour. Such responses had
the two comparisons considered as two separate answers - the highest mark would then be
credited. No extra credit could be awarded here for two or more comparisons.

The question also specified that a comparison of policy was required. There were a
significant number of responses, however, that gave generalised answers comparing
ideology rather than particular areas of policy. Such responses were largely limited to Level 1
as they did not address the question clearly. Ideology linked to policy would be credited, but
ideology alone exemplified superficial knowledge and limited comparative analysis.

As with Question 1a, a number of candidates failed to compare like-for-like areas of policy,
instead making general comparisons about for example, health care in the US and the
welfare system in the UK. This limited the marks awarded for both AO1 knowledge and AO2
comparative analysis.

There were also a number of very general answers making broad, sweeping statements such
as ‘Labour have always supported the NHS, and the Democrats support an expansion of
affordable healthcare because of Obama’. This is a valid comparison, but lacks the
development expected for the higher levels.

As with Question 13, there is an issue with candidates relying very heavily on historic policies
rather than contemporary examples. A number of candidates used examples even as historic
as the Falklands War and Vietnam to compare foreign policy. This limited both AO1 and AO2
marks.

Another similar area candidates can be advised to improve on is to avoid wasting time on
unnecessary introductions and conclusions, and including the comparative theories where
they are not required.

This is an example of a low Level 4 response.

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A 8



Chosen question number: Question 1(a) Question 1(b) B

TL-C« &e.f.a':L‘cw\. am.l. Caﬂrt{m&m_, R
| h... & J%P%MD@M!?MQA . &a.fuél.tm
: 3N 2 o = st ek choaally oo b
'[nu)L ........... O ,m;rn.!w.n., i Touap.. semvuhlosieg k.
" au,J. #a.{-f‘mﬂ\lg ... esthegale . tb wnHh.... Sz, Hha...canrfichion
f-H&LUimm‘LﬂW‘-"ﬁJJfﬁ'&Mbﬁwhpf-ﬂfu.lu/‘

DB%(M%&M&‘HQIM-&“MD&MM ....... &Lﬁ.aﬁ“fm ..............

‘Hﬁ&uj-l' e R C R B8, oMby O o hay.. beeo...on. den,
AL LS Larde i . (e xibnds.... f(ﬁku..k ......... hust  sesesht oa.

....... (ﬂén..;h#v o L O oo cdads!.... . A (amCon.. e
Reexit... Add ‘hﬁm‘[{ TS« 1 TN B { @ ......... bhase... me..A.
-Shofpiey... e .rml( fmﬁ.& y M SRes... Ao franss....

‘._krjk q‘[u. afbsenda... ot by Cix i X .If('w&m
aa..h—..ﬂmmm .. 'Tzu_ fﬂ-xfaJ A<, fa(,c:,

H.-@:/r!l‘{»&f ................. Wfﬁ ; &L Mm fﬁ!"f’yi ...... &b bboaak

|||||||

71( f—p_pu.l:{m - Gm.lefmhw_ (’CWQM BgreR
hoa lome extesk e He. owmory. Toump

..... P&M j\uﬁz, Ahfk(P[Mm_ sl (OE-JH"' 'lldur.nﬁd A order..

9 GCE Politics 9PLO 3A



’d%. BB 0D I Ay ﬂhm[gf‘{), ....... et T SO T.(VJ‘J .............. Lnu ..... 1{‘&& .........................

,.niﬁ('t. aa..} &uﬂ.&mrﬁrc; ﬁo(ﬁawwl NN V0N o P Py

b peathe.

..... fmwﬂ'r."‘ oS Bt e Pn...... }am.m.mj" &JWAJ\“
ﬂ?-f‘\.ﬂ.rbﬁ,l'ﬁ./{ byh s ’?mfw:.e.A i H

o e TR M hmmm_! fm{m_mmm s,
w[,perér{ﬁ"/rrhmyﬁ.

.........

............................................ les F/ Cmrs w,J'tmaM.L A p “‘mr Mg L.
amud'cawfamm ........ fnfg\cb’frfus ............. Corsrry.ah ur_‘dw-b
e Mﬁnb&-ﬂ heea ... 200re. frack.. A2 bRLS Procehi
f°n.a.94 fn{f‘; ARl exttaple.. !Ian-‘uvy ONHE 1 2 .
There o . T TAA-,.-H..; .............. €.. rmmu-lu.L {-(ﬂ/‘e(an.(;

[N =N s

.........

Slany L,.r/ ... 4&. F p-p.z(alm .......... Imm, .......... o takchyen
BB R M. GGV LA fta(c‘g, AFsstlon k.
Tcog e tlhitoebes thir, e oy Aoy ba Wad,
i Teesh . pavosian. Aeopite.. ml(;w e n ... arh iy =

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A 10



™

« {ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
There are three clear points made on immigration, the economy and
foreign policy which fulfil the criteria of “accurate knowledge
....carefully selected to underpin analysis”. This response is directly
comparative, but this analysis is not always quite explicit enough to
merit top Level 4. Nonetheless, the logical chains of reasoning are
clearly focused on drawing out similarities when comparing e.g. when
discussing foreign policy: “Conservative Party...more prone to a
proactive foreign policy.... Similarly the Republican Party have not
shied away from aggressive foreign policy...” This combined with the
carefully selected evidence are sufficient to reach the bottom of
Level 4.
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Question 2

As with Questions 1a and 1b, candidates are advised to avoid wasting time on unnecessary
introductions and conclusions. Other similar areas for candidates to improve on are ensuring
factors chosen are comparing like-for-like factors, and including up-to-date exemplification
rather than relying on historic evidence.

This question asked candidates to compare the similarities in the role and powers of the
president and the prime minister. Only a minority of candidates misread the question and
compared differences instead. However, a number of candidates answered the question they
had been revising for rather than the question in front of them, and so some only wrote
about the limitations on the president and prime minister. While this could be a valid
comparison when discussing how a factor such as the need to gain support in both
chambers to pass legislation was a limitation on the power of the president and the prime
minister to advance their agenda, discussing limitations needed to be explicitly linked to the
role and/or powers of the president or prime minister to reach the higher levels.

This question carries a level cap - if there is no integrated discussion of at least one
comparative theory, then Level 4 could not be awarded. Candidates are reminded that the
comparative theory must have some explanation attached to the point being made, in this
case about the role and powers of the president and prime minister, rather than simply
being tagged on to the end of a point. For example, such responses might discuss the role of
the president and the prime minister in setting the legislative agenda, and then at the end of
the paragraph finish their analysis with ‘and this is a structural similarity because of the
constitution’ with no further development. Such responses would remain in Level 3.

Candidates are also reminded that there is no requirement to include all three theories, or to
include one or more theory in every point of comparison. One developed and exemplified
point, with one well-explained theory integrated into the comparative analysis of the
similarity, in this case, is sufficient to allow access to Level 4 - as long as the other points
made in the response are also well-explained.

This question requires one comparative theory explained in relation to a comparison made
to enter Level 4 - simply naming the theory is not enough, there needs to be at least a simple
but correct application of the theory to progress to the top level.
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Examiner Comments

This response gives two points that include an accurate discussion of
structural theory so can enter Level 4 - the first point made is well-
developed, and the second point includes some development but with
some errors e.g. that executive orders are legislation - which is what
keeps this low in Level 4. Overall, the comparative analysis is consistent
enough for Level 4 - demonstrated by phrases such as “some power
over legislation” and “executive orders can be used to bypass
Congress”
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Question 3 (a)

This question asserted that Congress is unrepresentative, and asked candidates to evaluate
this viewpoint - therefore, candidates were expected to discuss points that supported the
view and also ones that opposed it.

For AO1, the question naturally offered responses many routes to the higher levels as there
was such as wide range of possible factors to evaluate. The majority of candidates referred to
the composition of Congress with a significant number able to cite accurate, up-to-date and
relevant examples of statistics to reinforce this. However, a common issue related to
discussions on diversity within Congress was a tendency to lump the two chambers together
with little, if any, discussion on how representation varied between the House and the
Senate. There was also a tendency in lower-scoring responses to go beyond Congress for
exemplification with details given from representation in the Supreme Court and the
executive branch - neither or which was relevant to this question, and so gained no credit.
Some candidates - as cited in other questions - relied on very historic data or made
generalised comments on how increasing representation of women meant there was more
representation and discussion of issues related to women's rights, with no supporting
evidence for this. Generalised assertions like this would limit candidates’ AO2 marks.

Nonetheless, many responses demonstrated a good level of recent, specific knowledge on
the composition of Congress, making clear judgements on representation based on the
evidence supplied. Some answers were too narrow and just focused on demographics, this
limited the marks available across all three assessment objectives for the lack of breadth and
depth. The more successful responses widened the debate by considering other factors such
as incumbency or gerrymandering, and by doing so were able to progress into the higher
levels.

This is an example of a high Level 5 response where all three assessment objectives meet the
Level 5 criteria. There is a clear line of argument established in the introduction that runs
clearly throughout this answer, coming to a clear reasoned judgement in the conclusion.
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Chosen question number: Question3(a) X Question 3(b) Question 3(c)
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!/--.. Examiner Comments
This response gives three developed points which clearly address the
question with consideration of the alternative viewpoint throughout -
it is not consistently well done, so does not quite reach the top of Level
5. Point 1 is the strongest, the most well developed - three points
argued like this would have merited full marks. Point 2 on flexibility is
unusual but valid, and supported by clear evidence, analysis and
evaluation. Point 3 on choice in elections is the least convincing of the
points made, but it is still Level 5 on AO1 in this point, however, the
AO2 and AO3 would be Level 4 - so if there were 3 points made with
this third point’s level of discussion, the whole of the response in that
case would be Level 4. This response, however, is brought firmly into
the middle of Level 5 by the top-of-the-level strength of Point 1 and
how well Point 2 has been argued.

There is one questionable point here in the section about franking
privileges - but this would be discounted as marking is done positively,
and so the rest of the answer is thorough, perceptive and fully relevant
enough to rate mid-Level 5.

AQO3 strengths to note are demonstrated in phrases such as “However,
there are equally many criticisms that can be placed on Congress....";
“Though it is becoming more representative in some areas....” (mini
judgement); “However a significant barrier to this...[barrier links to the
argument above about representing constituents]”; page 35 line 6
“Therefore despite the freedom of members of Congress...”. These are
just a few examples - there are other examples of AO3 throughout this
response in a similar vein that demonstrate why this is a strong Level 5
response.

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A




Question 3 (b)

This question asked candidates to evaluative how effective the checks and balances in the
Constitution are. A key weakness demonstrated by a significant minority of candidates was
an apparent complete lack of knowledge in regards to what the checks and balances actually
are. A minority of candidates were only able to offer general points about how effective the
Constitution is overall, usually linked to very limited arguments about how vague the
Constitution is, how difficult it is to amend, or how well it protects rights. Such factors were
only credited if they were clearly related to specific checks and balances between the
branches of government. Candidates are reminded of the need to understand all of the key
terminology explicitly stated in the specification to ensure they are well prepared for the
range of questions that may be set on this examination.

The strongest responses were able to structure their response around a specific set of checks
and balances carefully selected for discussion within the context of the modern USA. Such
responses were able to analyse the effectiveness of a range of checks and balances, both in
how they can be effective alongside what may limit the ability of that check/balance to be
effective - so evaluating the strength of weakness of that check/balance. This was most
successfully done by explicitly linking the check/balance discussed to a specific example.

The strongest responses were able to discuss checks/balances related to all three branches.
This was not an explicit requirement, and it was possible to access the higher levels with a
detailed discussion of two branches. However, it is unlikely that a response could be
‘thorough and in-depth’ (AO1), have ‘perceptive analysis’ (AO2), or contain ‘fully relevant
evaluation’ (AO3) without at least some reference to and discussion of each branch. This
would not need to be equally well detailed and developed, but there would need to be some
consideration to reach the very top marks.

Less successful responses tended to state ‘this is a check/balance’ followed by a simple
statement that this check/balance was effective because it existed e.g. the power of Congress
to declare war means the president cannot declare war alone, so the check must be effective.
Such a simplistic response would be limited in the AO2 and AO3 marks awarded.

Nevertheless, candidates were able to give a really interesting range of evaluative points for
this question, with discussions related to the Founding Father’s desire to create a system
where no one branch became too powerful, with the need for bipartisan agreement and
evaluate how well this works in practice, linking this to gridlock and hyper-partisanship. There
was also some sophisticated discussion of the impact of polarisation in Congress on judicial
appointments, and the politicisation of the Supreme Court, citing recent case examples as
supporting evidence.
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However, there were a sizeable number of common mistakes: that Roe v Wade made
abortion illegal; citing Supreme Court cases on state issues as examples of
legislative/executive checks; that impeachment succeeded (seen in relation to Nixon, Clinton
and Trump); that Trump’s travel ban was ruled unconstitutional; that the Senate has a veto
and so on. It may be worth pointing these out to the next cohort of candidates to help avoid
repeating misunderstandings in future exam series.

This is an example of a Level 5 response.
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/--.. Examiner Comments
This response has a clear line of argument throughout that is matched
by the introduction and conclusion, although at first glance, this looks
like a side-by-side answer where the candidate is trying to compare
unrelated points. It should be noted, however, that the alternative
approach to answering the question taken here should be credited -
instead of answering with a series of individual checks/balances, this
candidate has chosen to answer by selecting 3 aspects of the whole
system to analyse and evaluate instead.

Three clear areas are chosen and developed for analysis and
evaluation - gridlock, presidential power and the Supreme Court. The
last section is less well developed, which keeps this low in Level 5 as
the AO3 meets the criteria for Level 4 rather than Level 5. AO1 and AO2
both demonstrate Level 5.
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Question 3 (¢)

This question asked candidates to consider what the most significant problem in the US
electoral system is, with the failure to reform campaign finance as the given factor to
structure the discussion around.

A common mistake here was to discuss the failure to reform campaign finance in isolation.
The question asked whether this was the most significant problem; candidates needed to
consider whether something else might be a more significant problem in order to access the
higher levels. Failure to do so meant that AO2/AO3 stayed in Level 2.

A number of candidates limited their analysis and evaluation to simplistic arguments about
the cost of elections and how this could limit the ability of many individuals/political parties
to stand for election because they could not raise enough money to compete. While this is a
valid argument, focusing solely on this aspect meant the response would not reach the
higher levels.

A minority of candidates also limited their mark to Level 2 with a lack of balance. Such
responses tended to agree that the failure to reform campaign finance was the most
significant problem, and then challenge their own conclusion with a discussion of how the
Electoral College or other issues such as gerrymandering were also significant problems.
Again, this meant the AO2 and AO3 were largely missing, particularly the AO3 as there was
no evaluation of the view, just a simplistic judgement.

A significant proportion of the candidates seemed to enjoy the opportunity to evaluate the
given factor and then analyse how significant it was in comparison to other challenges in the
electoral system, thus producing high quality analysis and evaluation.

Stronger responses did this by referring back to the failure to reform campaign finance
throughout their answer, whilst also widening the scope of their analysis by discussing other
issues in the electoral system such as the Electoral College or gerrymandering.

It should be noted, however, that a surprising number of candidates were unclear on what
reforms have actually been made to campaign finance, so limiting their AO1 marks.

As with the other questions on this paper, it was also striking that there was a lack of specific
exemplification that was cited to support the arguments made, or such evidence that was
supplied, was often very historic.

This is an example of a Level 5 response which demonstrates an alternative and valid
approach to answering the question.
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Chosen question number: Question 3(a) Question 3(b) Question 3(c) X

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A 34



L]
W' - _ ' PO,

.................... s B Sur Yotapan, Alasn01n e, Onesk. Sugpefth

35 GCE Politics 9PLO 3A




............ Bkt & Mg s Ak Fhr Qe £

(Yoymn mpw\ _________ Ounante 1% o Mot W
__pbla, B S Uedorn), Swston. poght

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A 36




"""" é@mﬂc Rk tas. k) sewhotshy,  Damid, Comerty
.................. M 20\ oty akle. A omp e knolp 3, 4pe e

..........
r

»

T TI TIL T T L LW (NRRRPRPP: & (%) PEVPNFISTINL SRRPRRRRE A NRRPRRPRINR — s b P SR N A P

37 GCE Politics 9PLO 3A



ol Mot D Mg, o Mﬂa@ .......... +.
A R [l U trmgnandiies Ay ot Sqigiand

....... O Y A Y N VAl YV
e Y o S S > Mo Un & Crtdin ke . aidaitdn

GCE Politics 9PLO 3A 38




ki . Nbwe,  lam W oo
C wﬁ(é': % My .05 ' .
............. ftan map s naonsid b Ak

39 GCE Politics 9PLO 3A



™,

Y { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Here, the candidate starts each section of their answer by challenging
the question with an alternative significant problem, and then brings
each section back to a consideration of whether this makes that
problem worse than the failure to reform campaign finance or not. The
AO3 here is mostly present through qualified judgements such as
more weak/less significant etc - but this is clearly focused throughout
on what is the most significant problem throughout and so should be
credited accordingly as this is mostly relevant evaluation of the aspect
of politics given in the question - what the most significant problem in
the electoral system is. The third section on gerrymandering is a
weaker argument - it doesn't, for example, come back to discuss
campaign finance, and so this limits the AO2 and AO3 as it cannot be
perceptive analysis (AO2) or fully relevant evaluation (AO3). Overall,
this script is an example of how it is possible to reach Level 5 without
scoring Level 5 on all AOs - Level 5 for AO1, and Level 4 for AO2 and
AO3.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

12-mark questions do not require an introduction or a conclusion - many candidates
wasted time structuring their responses in the same way that they would answer a
30-mark essay.

12-mark responses must be directly and explicitly comparative between the US and the UK
throughout the response.

Candidates must carefully read the question to ensure they answer as effectively as
possible e.g. looking for topic words or phrases, checking for similarities or differences.
Comparative theories are only required for Q02.

Comparative theories should be embedded within the points made for Q02, rather than
simply referred to in passing - there is a cap at level 3, 9 marks, if candidates do not have
some relevant explanation of a comparative theory in their responses.

Substantiation is essential to access high-level AO1 marks in all questions.

For extended-response questions (Q03a, Q03b and Q03c), introductions should set out the
judgement candidates will argue throughout their essay - this should summarise rather
than be a detailed start to the essay.

Many responses included introductions spanning a page which wasted time.

The strongest responses set out criteria for discussion in the introduction and structure
the essay around them with debate and exemplification to support the arguments made.
Candidates should avoid a narrative approach as this invites description rather than
analysis (AO2) and evaluation (AO3).

30-mark essay responses must consider both the view presented in the question and
arguments that may oppose this view to access the higher levels - but this must be done
evaluatively rather than a simplistic agree/disagree structure.

Analysis (AO2) and evaluation (AO3) should be integrated within the essay rather than
‘bolted-on’ at the end.

Centres should remind candidates that the strongest responses include a range of
relevant and contemporary evidence that directly and explicitly supports the arguments
being made.

Candidates should be advised to very carefully check their revision notes - especially if
they choose to make use of resources found outside of lessons - for accuracy, as careless
mistakes with key facts and evidence will lose valuable marks.

Timing is crucial - it was notable on the second 30-mark response that many candidates
ran out of time and so did not complete their answer.

41 GCE Politics 9PLO 3A



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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