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Introduction

The quality of work produced in this examination series is a reflection of the strength of
preparation by both candidates and their centres. The questions worked very well for
differentiation and all questions appeared to be equally accessible to candidates. There were
a good number of very strong responses across all questions and particularly in the extended
essays where candidates had managed to demonstrate relevant knowledge, analysis and
evaluation in very convincing and balanced responses.

Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there were some excellent examples used in
support of arguments.

The first section with a choice of two questions provided the opportunity to tackle either a
question on the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court or on
democratic and autocratic states.

The second section, with the compulsory question, was particularly accessible to candidates.
Candidates were able to select recent developments, since 2000, to analyse the different
explanations of realists and liberals.

The final section, with a choice of two from three questions, covered wide ranging elements
of the specification from economic globalisation and poverty to regionalism, power and
sovereignty to UN global governance relating to human rights and the environment.
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Question 1 (a)

This was marginally the more popular of the two optional questions in this section of the
exam paper. There was a good spread of marks across all levels which suggests that the
question worked well in terms of differentiation.

Stronger responses tended to avoid the temptation simply to provide a description of the
role, purpose, effectiveness etc of the ICJ and then later in the response to provide a
description of the role, purpose, effectiveness etc of the ICC. Stronger responses tended to
identify a difference and then explain that difference between the ICJ and ICC and usually
provide examples to support the view. The consistent comparative analysis could be lacking
where the first approach was used. The mark scheme includes indicative content and
candidates were rewarded for identifying numerous differences both in the mark scheme
and beyond, including differences in role, purpose, membership, power of enforcement,
major power engagement, legitimacy etc. There were a very wide selection of ICJ cases used
to support arguments as well as the available number of ICC cases.

After some initial confusion the script moves to provide significant knowledge and analysis.
There is identification of a number of differences including, that the ICJ tends to focus on
states whereas the ICC has a focus on prosecution of individuals for a range of crimes
including war crimes/crimes against humanity.
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Valid and accurate examples support the response. The script
discusses and compares effectiveness, impact on state sovereignty,
major power interference and touches on the moral authority and
impartiality of the courts.

It is pleasing to note wide ranging knowledge, use of examples coupled
with comparative knowledge and the depth of analysis helps to lift this
response to a Level 4 mark.

Examples are used to support knowledge and to provide persuasive
evidence in support of a view.
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Question 1 (b)

Although marginally the less popular of the option questions in this section it was still tackled
by a significant number of candidates. Some candidates focussed on similarities but failed to
tackle the impact on global order and this helped to differentiate in marking. Where
candidates did tackle the impact on global order they tended to discuss how similarities
made the world safer or more dangerous and where similarities led to stability or instability.
Similarities may have included pursuit of trade and growth, membership of international
bodies and attendance at conferences, involvement in conflict, illegal actions or human rights
abuses, military expenditure etc, hopefully linked to impact of this on global order.

This is a wide-ranging response which covers a good number of similarities and never moves
too far from the specific demands of the question.
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This script covers a host of similarities linked to impact on global order.
They begin with participation in economic globalisation and free trade
leading to economic interconnectedness and interdependence. They
tackle investment in the developing world with the examples of the US
through the W.Bank and the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. There is
coverage of their involvement in international organisations with the
mix of autocratic and democratic states in the UN Security Council
made clear. Linked to this is their joint participation in enforcement of
international law and impact on a theoretically peaceful world. In
contrast to this there is discussion of the joint involvement in proxy
wars in which they both create instability and disrupt regions.
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This script is a particularly wide ranging one and makes clear that it will focus on similarities
in terms of use of hard power, economic influence and structural power.
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The involvement of democratic states in Afghanistan and Kosovo is
compared with the involvement of Russia in Crimea/Ukraine and the
actions of North Korea and China. There is a focus on the use of
economic power in which they cover democratic state influence via the
IMF, W. Bank and regional bodies with Russia and China examples such
as use of Russian oil and the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative with an
explanation of the impact of the above. They conclude with discussion
as to the impact on global order of the actions of both autocratic and
democratic states in the UN Security Council. It is pleasing to note the
use of examples when a point is made as well as reference back to the
original question which helps to retain focus and relevance.

This script avoids the temptation to provide a lengthy introduction
explaining what autocratic and democratic states are and moves
immediately to the question.
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Question 2

This is, of course, the compulsory question in this section and was generally tackled well by
candidates. Candidates were able to apply their knowledge of realism and liberalism to any
recent developments in global politics since 2000. As with previous series, candidates who
refer to only one named theory cannot achieve beyond level 1 and candidates who do not
make any synoptic points cannot achieve beyond level 3.

Candidates often covered themes rather than events so there was use of perceived trends
such as the increase in number of international organisations or interdependence as well as
a focus on Russian action in Ukraine or even the Iraq intervention.

This script has a focus on just two developments in global politics, but in detail, which are the
environment and conflict.
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There is a depth of comparison between liberalism and realism on
these two areas which is a real strength of the script. Comparison over
developments relating to the environment is particularly clear and
there is a clear synoptic link in this response. Examples are used to
support both the realist and liberal perspective related to
developments over the environment.

The candidate moves to a consideration of conflict since 2000 with
some interesting observations linked to the democratic peace thesis
and Kantian triangle which is contrasted with the realist perspective
and the security dilemma.
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The script covers a huge amount of ground with a lot of detail and with evidence to support
both a realist and liberal perspective.
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This script begins by explaining a liberal perspective on global
developments since 2000. They cover a huge area of liberalism with
commentary on the end of history and Fukuyama, interconnectedness,
globalisation, free trade etc. They move to IGOs including the WHO
linked to covid and more generally to problems of the commons
including climate change. They return to the spread of democracy and
link this to upholding of human rights with the ICC and other examples
used. They also cover the rise of regional bodies including the G20 and
EU and NATO cooperation over Ukraine.

The contrast is with realism and begins with a perceived reasserting of
state sovereignty and selfishness with reference to the ideas of
Hobbes. The use of hard power, conflict and power maximisation is
discussed as is the Russian intervention in Ukraine as well as the Clash
of Civilizations theory and the War on Terror. The candidate applies a
realist perspective to humanitarian intervention to both the Chinese
Belt and Road Initiative and to actions related to covid.
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Question 3 (a)

This was the most popular of the longer questions in the section and there was a wide range
in quality of answers from candidates. A large number of candidates tackled whether or not
economic globalisation had reduced poverty or was a good or bad phenomenon but made
little or no reference to the key term “significantly”. This acted as one of the differentiators for
the marking of the responses. AO3 acted as a key differentiator in many of the essays.
Stronger essays tended to move beyond evaluation simply in the introduction and/or the
conclusion. Stronger responses tended to provide a clear line of argument and evaluation in
both the introduction and the conclusion supported by constant insightful comments and
‘mini judgements’ leading to a persuasive and reasoned verdict.

Where candidates agreed with the idea that economic globalisation has significantly reduced
poverty they tended to focus on the positive actions of the IMF,WTO and W.Bank as well as on
the benefits of free trade more generally. They explained the mutual benefits of complex
interdependence brought about by economic globalisation and used figures to show the
reduction in poverty in individual states or more widely. The counter argument tended to
focus on western dominance of the IMF, W.Bank and WTO and the imbalance in development
which had left many states and people behind. They used figures to illustrate a continued
divide and often discussed dependency theory and the negative actions of TNCs.

This script begins with a quick definition and then sets out clearly which areas they intend
considering which they name as international trade, aid and MNCs. They immediately focus
on the term "significantly".
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They move to an in depth consideration of free trade with reference to
the W.Bank and Chinese growth including figures linked to the opening
up of markets. They stress the link to poverty reduction and then move
to the case study of India. The repeated use of the term significantly
makes clear that this is their focus throughout. The counter argument
is made clear with reference to sub-Saharan Africa and parts of India
and this is supported with additional use of figures. The section
includes mini conclusions.

The second section covers MNCs and there is discussion as to how
they impact on poverty through provision of jobs, investment and
training and the extent to which this is significant. There are case
studies relating to Venezuela and Mexico and the actions of Shell in
Nigeria as well as India. A counter argument is based on the cases of
Indonesia, Bangladesh and El Salvador. Once more there is a mini
evaluation where the success or failure of MNCs in terms of
significantly reducing poverty is discussed.

The final section relates to aid and they cover diversification of crops in
S E Asia as well as targeted aid in Sierra Leonne and aid leading to
growth in Mozambique. A counter argument relates to Bangladesh,
Chad and India with more figures used to illustrate.

There is a focus on the key terms of the question throughout the
response. The conclusion is evaluative and follows a consideration of
what they argue to be the most important elements of the essay and
this helps to secure a clear top-level mark.
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This script is a persuasive response which does consider both sides of the argument despite
leaning heavily in one direction.
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The response begins with a brief definition and then provides a range
of criteria or areas for discussion which include MNCs, dependency
theory, SAPs and the actions of the WTO.

They move to discussion of MNCs in some level of detail and range of
discussion with an initial focus on the benefits of this element of
economic globalisation. There are examples used before they move to
the negative elements of MNCs including a link to Wallerstein and
dependency theory.

They move to discussion of the W.Bank and the different levels of
support that it provides, explaining mixed success, particularly in
sub-Saharan Africa. The discuss wider Bretton Woods institutions and
SAPs with examples.

There is a final area of discussion which covers complex
interdependence linked to economic globalisation which is an
interesting argument and they start to focus more closely on the term
significant in their response. There is discussion of the role of the WTO
and of the Doha round in particular and there is an evaluative
conclusion.
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Question 3 (b)

Though not as popular as question 3a this was still covered by a large number of candidates,
equal to the number of candidates who chose to cover question 3c. There was a tendency for
some candidates to tackle the perceived positives and negatives of regional bodies rather
than to carefully consider whether states were more likely to succeed and hold significant
power as sovereign states rather than as members of regional organisations. The European
Union tended to be the main regional organisation of discussion although some candidates
were able to cover other regional bodies including the AU and ASEAN as well as NATO.

When considering the benefits of regional organisations, candidates tended to focus on their
power within decision making entities or involvement in global conferences with a range of
examples given, including the EU at G7 and G20. They discussed the economic benefits of
some regional organisational membership and in representing member interests in
negotiation with large and powerful states. Counter arguments tended to focus on the
perceived success of certain states who do not fully engage with regional organisations. The
lack of an independence of decision making in the best interest of sovereign states was also
used as a counter to the idea that membership of regional organisations was more likely to
enable states to succeed and to hold significant power.

This script begins with a clear and focussed introduction in which they make clear that they
will make an assessment based on economic elements as well as influence in the world and
security. They make a commitment to regional organisations.
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The first section covers the argument in support of sovereign states
with the idea that regional organisations can weaken economic power
with decision making passed to a regional body rather than to states.
There is consideration of the impact of a single currency within the
Eurozone for individual states including Germany and the PIIGS as well
as renegotiation of the NAFTA and the outsourcing of jobs that can
take place within trading blocs. It is pleasing to note evaluative
consideration emerging from phrases such as “ this is a weak
argument because”. The counter argument is covered with
consideration of Obama statements about trading agreements which
ultimately leads to further AO3.

The script moves to security considerations with the intervention and
constraints of regional organisations discussed. ASEAN power and
influence is compared with that of India and China and AU
involvement in Darfur and Somalia is also discussed. Again, the
candidate evaluates the argument quite clearly and explains in some
detail why they come to this mini conclusion, with reference to NATO
and Ukraine, making the point that collective defence enhances
sovereignty and that security groups increase the power of smaller
states.

There is further discussion focussed on the impact of regional
organisations on political power with reference to EU supranationalism
and the argument that there is often a focus on the interests of the EU
above the nation state. There is further discussion before a relatively
brief conclusion in which they weigh up a number of the earlier points.
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Question 3 (b)

This response retains a clear focus on the particular demands of the questions throughout.
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The response begins with a clear view expressed and with a range of
reasons provided which indicate that we will be looking at political,
economic and military implications of retaining sovereignty or
belonging to a regional organisation. They begin with a consideration
of the political consequences and advantages of belonging to a
regional organisation and use the European Union as an example with
reference to use of soft power and membership of international
bodies but also consider the negative implications of membership of a
regional organisation with an evaluative conclusion. They move to
consider the economic implications and discuss the Euro, central bank
and CAP as well as the negative implications of regional organisation
membership in terms of trying to negotiate individual deals with
examples. The military implications are covered in a consideration of
the EU response to the Ukraine situation with both the strengths and
weaknesses of collective action and regional organisation membership
considered.
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Question 3 (c)

Most responses to the question posed in Q3c provided a clear consideration of the strengths
and weaknesses of the global community in dealing with the issue of the environment and
the issue of human rights. It was pleasing when candidates were able to directly and
consistently compare global governance across the two areas. Many candidates covered the
UN Declaration of Human Rights 1948 and commented on the ability of the global
community and more specifically global governance through the United Nations (UN) to
successfully address human rights concerns. There was pleasing use of examples of UN
decision making in the UN Security Council to both commend and condemn global
governance relating to human rights. Large numbers of candidates chose to discuss a
number of the special UN tribunals and to link the actions of the International Criminal Court
to the United Nations where applicable.

The environment tended to focus on the UNFCCC and the environmental summits that have
taken place, including Rio, Kyoto, Copenhagen and more recent summits including Paris.
Candidates tended to focus on the almost universal commitment to tackling environmental
degradation but, of course, contrasted this with the perceived inadequate actions of states.
On the whole, candidates seemed well prepared to consider the merits and flaws in global
governance across human rights and the environment but some struggled to evaluate the
relative success of each.

This script immediately recognises that the focus of the response has to be on global
governance through the United Nations. The candidate makes clear that they will consider
global governance through a focus on UN institutions, the actions of powerful states and
non-state actors linked to the UN. The introduction is well organised and clear in direction
and outcome.
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The first section covers institutions and begins with a consideration of
the environment with knowledge of Kyoto with cap and trade, binding
targets and emission reductions all open for discussion. There is detail
on further conferences including Copenhagen, Paris and a good level
of detail. They also consider the negative elements of environmental
global governance before moving to human rights global governance.
Human rights global governance considers UN special tribunals in
Rwanda, and Sierra Leonne as well as the actions and merit of the
International Criminal Court. There is a conclusion drawn and this
explains why human rights global governance is considered to have
been more successful.

The candidate moves to consider the actions of powerful states and
begins with an evaluation of the actions of the UN Security Council
including veto use relating to Syria, Georgia and Ukraine. The
environment is also considered with reference to the actions of Biden
and Trump. The candidate returns to UN peacekeeping missions and
questions their effectiveness in protecting human rights with examples
before an alternative view based on actions in East Timor.

The final section relates to non-state actors linked to the UN and gives
examples linked to both the environment and human rights including
the UNHCR. There is a relatively brief conclusion.
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Paper Summary

The key advice remains to focus on the demands of the assessment objectives.

Not all candidates appear to recognise that different assessment objectives are expected in
different questions with AO1 and AO2 expected in section 1 and section 2 of the examination
paper whilst the final section demands not only AO1 and AO2 but also AO3.

The key to success in responding to the longer questions set is to recognize that the
performance level of an essay is decided by all three of the assessment objectives. In the
final extended essay section, whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a
candidate to achieve a theoretical 10 of the available 30 marks, there are still 20 marks
available for A02 for analysis of political information and AO3 for evaluation of political
information.

A large proportion of candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and
developed knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail
to attain the marks that are available elsewhere.

The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02 revolve around the
ability to provide an analysis with chains of reasoning, drawing on similarities and differences
within political information with connections between ideas and concepts.

With AO3 the evaluation will, at the highest level be based on fully effective arguments and
judgements, which are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified
conclusions.

Many successful candidates are able to make clear the direction that they propose to follow
through their introduction. There are examples in this report where candidates outline a view
and then put forward a set of criteria or signposts that they intend to follow in their response
and this often indicates that a well-considered and thoughtful response is about to follow.

Whilst AO3 is of significance in the longer questions within the final section of the
examination paper, it is important that candidates recognise that AO3 is not expected in the
first two sections of the examination paper and that AO1 and AO2 time can be reduced if
spent on unnecessary and unrewarded AO3.

Where quotations are used it is certainly beneficial to make clear why they are being used
and how they support whichever argument is being made. In isolation a quote may illustrate
some level of knowledge but it does need to be made relevant.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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