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Introduction

It was pleasing to note that many candidates had been well-prepared for this examination
series. The examination paper and questions seemed to be accessible and were able to
support differentiation. There were some truly outstanding scripts that were able to merge
AO1 Knowledge and Understanding with AO2 Analysis in the 12-mark questions and also
able to incorporate AO3 Evaluation skills in the longer responses.

Stronger candidates were able to supply in-depth knowledge with impressive contemporary
examples, in order to make clear their understanding of the topic areas covered in this
series. Stronger responses were able to demonstrate thorough and in-depth knowledge and
understanding of institutions, theories, concepts and issues. Perceptive analysis was evident
in many such responses, with sustained and logical chains of reasoning. Although AO3
remains a challenge to many candidates, there was a significant proportion of candidates
who understood the need fully to construct relevant evaluation with substantiated
arguments and judgements, leading to fully-focused and justified conclusions.

Stronger responses tended to focus carefully on the phrasing of the questions, often making
repeated references to the title as they proceeded to analyse and evaluate.

Selection of options was relatively even across the two optional sections in the paper. In
Section A the most popular of the two questions was the question on the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank. In Section C the most popular selection was the
question on the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation. The second most-popular
response was the question on hard and soft power effectiveness for states.
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Question 1 (a)

This was the least popular of the two questions that candidates were able to select from in
this section of the paper.

There was a pleasing range of responses. This indicated that the question had worked well as
a discriminator and allowed candidates to make clear their AO1 and AO2 ability.

Some candidates missed a focus on the key element of addressing environmental issues and
wrote a general response. These focussed on the differences between shallow-green and
deep-green ecology. Direct comparison and contrast worked very well, where candidates
avoided simply outlining deep-green ideas followed by an outlining of shallow-green ideas.

A small number of candidates focussed purely on a national, typically UK, perspective.

This is an example of a strong script that demonstrates accurate knowledge and
understanding. Analysis is also strong and there is a pleasing level of comparison between
shallow - and deep-green ecology throughout.

The script could provide a little more comparison but it covers much, given the time
constraints. It includes reference to thinkers and theory and includes examples to show how
both branches of ecologism propose addressing environmental issues.
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Chosen question number: Question 1(a) B  Question 1(b)
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Examiner Comments

There is pleasing use of political terminology linked to the two theories
and a useful list of how both shallow and deep ecologists propose
addressing environmental issues.

Shallow ecology discussion is linked with prioritising humans and to
actions such as recycling, whereas deep ecologism is linked by the
candidate to factors such as introduction of bio-regions, and
population control. There is a useful comparison on the two
approaches to capitalism, growth and production.

Total: 11 marks

"'\Vu ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
Use of phrases like "another fundamental difference" and "whereas"
indicate that the candidate is carrying out a sustained and direct
comparison.
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This is an example of a script that performs better on AO1 Knowledge and Understanding
than AO2 Analysis.

Chosen question number:  Question 1(a) Xl Question 1(b) E3

GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 8



Leavomies. Mod, .ha m{m‘lm« ey f‘(fl.a-# -({tg .
Lot g Pre*lad&i Gd....uA.. uLd A "&n?- mﬂ" .

YO MQUOUAY. .. w.
Hum.d?md wm&Aﬁﬁmr

-
L
LY

9 GCE Politics 9PLO 3B



™,

< { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
The introduction is factual and covers shallow ecology with a sufficient
knowledge linked to elements such as sustainable development. This is
justified, because it allows economic growth, which can aid
development and alleviate poverty, and maintain a consumerist
culture.

At this point, the candidate has not examined differences, however.
They then move to explaining deep ecologism. There is accurate
knowledge of both shallow and deep ecology but not all knowledge is
focussed on how shallow and deep ecology would address
environmental issues.

In outlining shallow and deep ecology in isolation the candidate is
relying on the reader to carry out the comparison and analysis.
Generally, they leave the reader to identify the differences, rather than
making them clear.

The AO1 is certainly stronger than the AO2, here.

Total: 7 marks

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Compare and contrast directly, rather than explain different ideologies,
theories or organisations, in isolation.
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Question 1 (b)

This was the more popular of the two questions that candidates were able to select from in
this section of the paper.

There was a pleasing range of responses, which indicated that the question had worked well
as a discriminator and allowed candidates to make clear their AO1 and AO2 ability. A number
of candidates continually referenced the failure of the IMF and the World Bank, rather than
the phrase in the question, which was weakness. It seemed that some candidates were
prepared for a failure question.

There is overlap between failure and weakness so this was not necessarily a problem for
those candidates. Candidates were able to make clear that there are different weaknesses of
the IMF and World Bank or that one institution has a greater weakness in one area than the
other institution. This was often the sign of a stronger candidate but candidates were
certainly able to access all levels of the mark scheme without focus on this point.

Most candidates focussed on Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs)/Washington
Consensus, voting dominance and western dominance generally, as well as environmental
impact and failure to resolve global poverty.

This is an example of a script that just achieves a Level 4 mark. It has a good focus on the
question and there is consistent comparative analysis.
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Chosen question number:  Question 1(a) £ Question 1(b)
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/--.. Examiner Comments

The script begins well with discussion of a neo-liberal agenda and
moves to USA/Western dominance of the organisations, which they
explain and example.

There is an interesting point made about the relevance of democracy
to the working of the two organisations. There is a lengthy discussion
on Trans-National Corporations (TNCs) linked to the two organisations,
and what was felt to be a slightly weaker, albeit relevant, point about
social impact and consequences.

The response starts well, covers a range of factors and has consistent
comparative analysis.

Total: 10 marks

” '/ \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
Cover a range of factors, to help your answer.
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This is considered to be a particularly strong response, which makes several valid points that
are supported and evidenced effectively.

Chosen question number:  Question 1(a) £3 Question 1(b) ¥
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Examiner Comments

The script begins by covering SAPs with detailed explanation as to how
this has led to weakness in both organisations. An example is used to
support this view.

The candidate moves to a discussion on structural weakness linked to
a perceived US dominance and weaker representation for other states.
The candidate links this effectively to the suggestion that weakness is
based on questionable legitimacy.

The candidate continues to cover the "one size fits all" criticism
although this could be developed further. They also link the
institutions to Dependency theory and ultimately suggest that
weakness is linked to blind faith in neoliberal values to create growth.

Total: 12 marks
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Question 2

The question on the anarchical society and society of states theory worked very well as a

discriminator and led to a full range of responses. Focus tended to be on the concepts of
anarchy and cooperation and some candidates provided a depth of knowledge on Hedley
Bull and the English School.

Candidates were able to access all levels without a focus on Hedley Bull, as long as they were
able to cover both the realist and liberal views that are associated with the theory.

Some candidates simply gave all of the knowledge that they had on realism and liberalism
and seemed to 'hope for the best'. They were rewarded where their knowledge,
understanding and associated analysis were relevant. A large number of candidates included
synoptic elements in their response.

This is an example of a comfortable Level 4 script, which covers significant ground in the time
available.

The candidate has a clear understanding of the requirements of the question.

GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 18



2 Analyse how realism and liberalism differ over the main ideas of the anarchical
society and society of states theory.

In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

There is evident awareness of the origin of the theory and that it brings
together elements of realism and liberalism.

Synopticity is required to achieve the highest level and it is duly
provided. There is a contrast between the stag hunt theory and the
prisoner's dilemma.

After continued contrast and comparison between realism and
liberalism, the candidate concludes with a discussion linked to the
realist state focus versus the liberal mixed actor model.

There is a really pleasing knowledge throughout and an absolute focus
on the question.

Total: 12 marks

- .'::" . ResultsPlus
o

Examiner Tip
Focus on the specific question to secure a top level score.

Synopticity is also required to achieve the top level.
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This is an example of a script which is placed at the top of Level 2, with some accurate
knowledge.

Some knowledge is selected appropriately to underpin analysis and there is some emerging
comparative analysis.
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2 Analyse how realism and liberalism c_i_iie_r over the main ideas of the anarchical
society and society of states theory.

In your answer you must discuss any relevant core political ideas.
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Examiner Comments

The response shows a knowledge of Hedley Bull and provides a
synoptic link, which would make it eligible for Level 4 if it met the
standard throughout the rest of the response.

The response explains elements of realism with an example. The
introduction is a little mixed because it provides some knowledge of
the theory and some basic link to Realism and Liberalism.

The candidate explains how realism differs from the Liberal view and
explains the Liberal view with reference to a society of states and also
provides an example to illustrate this.

The script does not go beyond providing some accurate knowledge
and some emerging comparative analysis. Within Level 2 it is closer to
the description of Level 3 than Level 1 and therefore is placed at the
top of Level 2.

Level 2

Total: 6 marks
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Question 3 (a)(x)

This question seemed to be answered quite well by most candidates, who were able to
employ contemporary examples to support their line of argument.

There was a minority of candidates who confused the two terms, particularly with reference
to economic sanctions. The term ‘effective’ was key in this question and stronger candidates
made it a focus throughout their responses.

Some candidates were keen to discuss the use of smart power. This worked well where they
were able to use it to measure and compare state effectiveness in the use of both soft and
hard power.

This was considered to be a top level script, which is particularly strong on AO1 Knowledge
and Understanding as well as AO2 Analysis.

AQO3 is a little weaker than the other AOs but this is still a very strong response to the
guestion posed.
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Chosen question number: Question 3(a) X~ Question3(b) I  Question3(c) [

GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 26



27 GCE Politics 9PLO 3B



GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 28



Ly PPN - - — Fl

29 GCE Politics 9PLO 3B



s el M'I‘(‘- ...................

GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 30



mnf\mm..'gdmwnlﬂ;lwmhm
_Lreelrey Pacliad Or amtort Ere smplounaed heytro QUk:

31 GCE Politics 9PLO 3B



™,

< / ResultsPlus

/'--.; Examiner Comments
This response covers a huge amount of territory in terms of AO1 and
examples are used throughout in support. The introduction may not
be as strong and convincing as other responses but the response does
grow in strength as it progresses.

There are contemporary examples used in support, and perceptive
analysis of points raised. The candidate does discuss smart power at
times but that is within a framework of comparing and contrasting
hard and soft power.

AO3 evaluation is not as strong. At the very top end, evaluation needs
to be fully relevant, fully effective, substantiated, justified and
focussed.

Nevertheless this is, overall, a very strong response.

Total: 27 marks

>\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Remaining relevant is key to achieve the higher levels.

You can achieve this by referencing the specific central words in the
question, periodically.
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Question 3 (a)(y)

This is an example of a lower level script that finds it difficult to evidence knowledge and
understanding, analysis, and, particularly, evaluation.
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Chosen question number: Question3(a) ® Question3(b) EI  Question 3(c) ‘
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments
The response begins with an introduction that could be more
convincing. There is no clear view set out and there are references to
multipolarity that have questionable relevance.

The argument in support of hard power is based on Russia in Ukraine
and concludes with a statement, rather than evaluation. The
discussion on soft power is unclear and there is a further reference to
multipolarity. The end is inconclusive.

There are examples in this response but they are not clear. There is an
attempt at comparison and an attempt to answer the question, of
sorts.

The response is two-sided. It has some accurate knowledge, some
emerging analysis, but only superficial evaluation.

Total: 8 marks

WA\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Give a clear statement of view in an introduction, which will hopefully
run as a thread throughout the response and be justified in the

conclusion.
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Question 3 (b)(x)

This was the most popular of the questions in this section of the examination paper. Most
candidates seemed well-prepared to address the central debate.

The argument in support of globalisation and of its advantages seemed to be the view
supported by the majority of candidates.

Many candidates took the approach of covering a response in three sections, with a focus on
political, cultural and economic globalisation. There was some reference to globalisation
sceptics, hyper-globalisers and transformationalists.
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Question 3 (b)(y)
This is a typical response that covers economic, cultural and political globalisation.

It has an introduction that sets out a view. This is supported throughout and affirmed in the
conclusion.
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Examiner Comments
The response begins by asserting a support for advantages, although
there is a reference to sovereignty with the implication that an erosion
of sovereignty is a disadvantage. This is, of course, debatable.

Economic globalisation is covered with a series of points both in favour
of advantage and also disadvantage. Some of this is perhaps a little
undeveloped.

The candidate moves to cultural globalisation, with a couple of
advantage points and one disadvantage point, with examples.

The candidate then moves to political globalisation with one key point
as an advantage and one key point as a disadvantage, again, with a
couple of examples.

The point on sovereignty is a little unclear as to whether it reflects
advantage or disadvantage but the introductory comment suggests
disadvantage.

The conclusion agrees with the introduction and brings in a few
additional points/examples.

The AO1 is probably the greatest strength here, with accurate
knowledge demonstrated throughout. Analysis is generally consistent
and the candidate is considering both advantages and disadvantages
in time. There are some mini-judgements made and there is some
substantiation of points made, which is rewarded in AO3.

Total: 22 marks
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This is an example of a higher level script, which is particularly strong on knowledge and
understanding. Although a little weaker on evaluation in AO3 it performs well in AO2, with
solid analysis throughout.
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Examiner Comments
The response begins with an assertion that advantages outweigh
disadvantages and also gives us a taste of both views, with reference
to complex interdependence as well as to neo-imperialism.

Rather than take the approach of covering each type of globalisation in
a highly signposted way, this response moves back and forth between
points but always with a focus on the demands of the question.
Complex interdependence and the Democratic Peace thesis are
outlined with examples and there is discussion linked to human rights
and to humanitarian intervention, again with examples.

A counter-view is presented with contemporary examples in support.
There are numerous other arguments related to issues such as
diversity and interconnectedness and to technology advantages. There
are many examples used and a counter-argument, which is also well-
exampled.

A lengthy and interesting section on economic globalisation follows,
with examples and mini-evaluation as before. Both views are
evidenced after being presented and explored. There is theoretical
awareness and a useful conclusion. The response is wide-ranging and
very much focussed on the question.

Total: 26 marks

\ Examiner Tip

Contemporary examples support this response.
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Question 3 (c)(x)

The final question in this section was the least popular one but still answered by a large
number of candidates.

Some candidates discussed repeatedly the success or failure of global governance in dealing
with human rights, rather than the actual demands of the question, which had a focus on
unity and disunity. There is some crossover between the two but also important distinctions
between the two approaches and demands.

The question provoked a wide range of responses at all levels. Weaker responses often had a
focus on national government when the question demanded discussion of global
governance. There was much reference to the UN and to the International Criminal Court
(ICQ), International Court of Justice (IC)), special tribunals and to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

There was also some discussion related to the rise and fall of humanitarian intervention. The
most popular examples for discussion related to Ukraine, Gaza and also to Chinese human
rights violation.

This response certainly covers both sides of the debate and does so by directly comparing
and contrasting each view throughout, rather than setting out one view and then the other.

The script is not perfect and has the odd error, but is consistent in provision of strong
knowledge and quite strong analysis and evaluation.

This is a really wide-ranging response, which helps to push through the levels, but to achieve
a solid top level there needs to be accompanying perceptive analysis and fully relevant
evaluation.
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/'--.'; Examiner Comments
The response begins with the assertion that, historically, there has
been unity but also that there have been challenges that may suggest
some level of division.

The response really does move from unity to division point and back
again in repetition, although the majority of points are actually
focussed on consideration of division.

There are plenty of examples, almost all fully correct, and the response
has a wide range and pleasing level of depth.

The conclusion supports unity, although this may not fully tie in with
the general direction of the essay.

The response is clearly at the higher level in terms of knowledge and
understanding. It also has consistent analysis and mostly relevant
evaluation.

Total: 25 marks

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

A top-level response needs perceptive analysis and fully relevant
evaluation.
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Question 3 (c)(y)

This is an example of a lower level script, which has difficulty with AO1, AO2 and also with
AO3.

This is an example of a weaker script, which is not convincing.

Arguments are limited in number and knowledge is much weaker than other examples.
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Examiner Comments
The introduction suggests that there has been more division than
unity. It really focusses on one point, which is not immediately clear.

It moves to discussion over disunity in the ICJ which the candidate
seems to link to a lack of unity in the five permanent members (P5) in
the UN Security Council. There is an unclear statement about Israel
and a figure is offered as supporting evidence. Again, this is
unconvincing. There is, however, a mini-judgement at this point.

There are several other assertions but these are not linked to the
question. There is an attempt to use an example linked to the ICC, but
again, this is not clear. There is a reference to a lack of prosecution of
Blair and a quick reference to Chomsky, before an unconvincing
conclusion.

Overall, this is an unconvincing response. It focusses only on
discussion of one point, which appears to be that of double standards
in prosecution.

There is some:

e accurate knowledge and understanding, albeit not always clear

e emerging analysis but only in a few places

e relevant evaluation, primarily in the introduction and to an extent in
an unclear conclusion

Total: 10 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their responses to this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

It is always worth highlighting to candidates that the Section C questions are marked
according to three Assessment Objectives with an equal weighting across the Assessment
Objectives

AO1 Knowledge and Understanding is often the strongest element in candidate work,
albeit with a distinction between targeted knowledge and understanding of a topic,
question and theme, compared with broad knowledge, which may not be fully relevant to
the question that is asked

AO2 Analysis is at its strongest when it is truly perceptive and where it is consistent in a
response

AO3 is at its strongest where it is fully relevant and sustained throughout the response,
rather than included as a final thought in a conclusion to a response. It is pleasing to note
where a candidate clearly has a view that is set out in an introduction and where
continued ‘mini judgements’ flow through the response and lead to a conclusion that
affirms and substantiates that view

Candidates should focus carefully on the phrasing of the questions, often making
repeated references to the title as they proceed to analyse and evaluate

Section A questions, the initial 12-mark questions, will assess AO1 and AO2 only, and
without a need for evaluation. Candidates need to be prepared to provide both knowledge
and analysis in their responses

Section B, the compulsory 12-mark question, will also assess AO1 and AO2 and again
candidates need to be prepared to provide both knowledge and analysis in their
responses. It is worth remembering that candidates who do not make any synoptic points
cannot achieve Level 4

Candidates who refer only to one named theory cannot achieve beyond Level 1

Section C questions are designed for debate and discussion. They perform well where
there is on-going consideration and balancing of alternative viewpoints

It is particularly pleasing to note the use of contemporary examples in support of
assertions
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

GCE Politics 9PLO 3B 68



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



