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Introduction

Candidates were generally well prepared for this year's examination and were, in the main,
able to respond to the range of questions set. It was interesting to see how candidates
approached the challenges of different question types, with some candidates showing
greater confidence with shorter answer questions (8 and 12 marks), whilst others were more
comfortable with the longer answers (20 and 30 marks).

Familiar lessons remain to be learned: if a question is not attempted, no marks can be
awarded, and it is not always self-evident whether an unattempted question is due to lack of
time or lack of knowledge. Where higher marks can be gained, more time needs to be spent
on ensuring that all the demands of the question are met. The shortest answer (8 marks)
does not necessarily justify spending more than the recommended time (10 minutes), but
will reap rewards from a clear focus on the most pertinent aspects of the topic rather than a
rambling answer based on limited knowledge points.

The standard of responses to this paper was neither stronger nor weaker than the previous
session. Frequently, candidate confidence appears to relate to specific topics rather than the
paper as a whole. This may reflect teacher confidence and expertise, but perhaps, more
often, candidate preferences for topics that engage their interest.

It was good to see that many candidates were clearly pleased to write at length on
environmental ethics and were happy to be given the chance to respond to a question on
Virtue Ethics. Many answers to the 12-mark question on the relationship between religion
and morality were extremely competent, whilst many answers to the 8-mark question on
Deontology were surprisingly thin.
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Question 1

Last year's report noted that the 12-mark question on Deontology revealed less candidate
confidence in this topic than had previously been the case. This year, whilst candidates
generally focussed on Kantian Deontology rather than Natural Moral Law (as was intended),
there was still an excess of responses that were brief, lacked focus, and revealed a superficial
understanding of this key area of ethical theory.

Despite having the opportunity to draw in elements from the Anthology extract, there was
little evidence that candidates were able to do so. Too often, they relied on simplistic case
studies (the apocryphal old lady who needs help to cross the road) rather than showing
confidence in using technical language and relevant supporting examples. Kant's enquiring
murderer example may seem implausible, but it is directly relevant to the issue of
deontological decision making.

An 8-mark question does not require critical evaluation, and the best use of time is not to
focus on the differences between deontology and other ethical theories. Centres are
encouraged to ensure that their candidates are skilled in writing focussed 8-mark answers,
which show how candidates can effectively narrow down the most crucial material into a
concise response.

This is a tightly-focussed answer that shows the candidate's knowledge of Kant's exposition
of the theory.
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1 Explore the role of Deontology for an understanding of moral actions.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

Note the use of specific, relevant and well-chosen language and
examples: categorical and hypothetical imperatives, duty, means to an
end, Kant's shopkeeper example, the realm of ends, era-relevant
example of slavery.

Total: 8 marks

s ResultsPlus
D

Examiner Tip
Remember: the intellectual and historical background of an ethical
theory reveals far more about them than attempting to relate them to
generic, superficial, modern examples.
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This is another model answer that gains marks with every sentence.

Once again, marks are gained through showing solid knowledge, rather than attempting to
apply the ethical theory to a rambling, anachronistic, case study.
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1 Explore the role of Deontology for an understanding of moral actions.
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This candidate keeps a clear focus on the key aspects of the theory: the
formulae of right action, universalisabilty, categorical imperatives,
means to an end, the Enlightenment, duty, good will and a relevant,
but brief, reference to Natural Moral Law.

Total: 8 marks
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Question 2

Many candidates clearly love this topic, and it is understandable why this is the case. There
are so many excellent scholarly contributions, relevant and powerful case studies, and the
opportunity to make connections with a range of specification topics. In many cases,
candidates embraced them.

Weaker answers focussed on linking ethical theories with religious beliefs or generic religious
teachings.

This answer offers a good example of a response that has not ranged particularly widely but
has used material in a relevant and focussed manner.
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2 Assess the claim that the relationship between religion and morality is independent.
. (12)

Theonomy.. s 0e... AR Boak... DACLOI A A Lo

Sependens..on...God.  ond . SB. Duerefore.. peAgion. ...
AXOnoMey., Soowreat s, . SUGRRSES. KL PRAAGRD ... BB
MetOAidS... COR..... b&x%emmtog ....... AR AL

mmknmmnﬂe-mﬁmmswma%m

...... awpawmmg'rmcwmm@umni
orom N, connpledelay. .ic 2. Gool .

----------------

...............

SCUAOS..... 8. &S OGUORS. . (WOUS... W;hm ...............

DG QA . O MADEOLE ... A DO SOHLPENDECL ...
S Wa@w'smnsmmmumumcg(yw

meﬂmmm AACPAA. fLOOA..1ns . OV D HOWEN L.

The st eorn. . 0f. T N2 T .S I 8 V2 A —

...pm!él.w g for . HGU’LMI’ SU%ES“M Aok, oML
..... oSN (5. e ol ce. @ bod.  as...5uaaese s ..

11 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



BT = B 7 S 2. 5V O S 1 o S 101 U= N ATT2 V. - & 16 2 VA Tt~ N

...... M&@Od,md{gﬁwaf Qoo oA it ey ©00d........
CENRAMONL. . tasna\ B nOWe. . 4D 0. L Thas. ) eadd...
LR concvsien . ook ADA LY. Cannpt. be. . ...
x0extd. .. e ORABGN QL. OAESRHE. e NEPOSELA ..
et | Ceod . aould L naoke  Joctule. e
mc&,:rtamnmm&wwr MR
..... M&WﬂwwWMLmu
DX 020 O,.... andmmmﬂrv@zmm‘bj ...........................
na.c.\.-l.’kre.. ........... Gl OOl LA T
e SR LRI S OO OOt £ . LOVADAONCU....

............ Wﬂwmmmbws fUGUIR.... DASGINKC...
QA GUE 3 (VVANG. . ADAN,... COONLANCA N

Niegonze . olso. evgaet {hak . mmmm and...
AMANCN QA ... ... CADSAN..... CONVNELLACD O
.P.he @rop::ae,s Mo L0 Of o Sowe ! aad .

ANGYON.. Hca.?;eﬂxwwaammmmeg ................
O " Slonvse AN AA L MDA ORACEVONS
................ m@rmmpemedﬁtmdmbcmem
................ onNd........clecdaent.. ﬂ‘c;r ety a2 peaniovEed. ...
g atar. Qod.. '

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02 12



. eAAGp Q... @md N1 o Y=Y 0% 7 AL
...... Aerspt. .. re«!zsmou} mmm.m.......s.u@qewﬂﬁ ek

...... FOAR kS O LCAUAC N KO A CANCA /L.
Mm&tswmmmuﬁmnfm ........... AV L,

AANDORMK . e O PUAELY R O B ARBAGEN QO O i

@ Goo Howr s SUgael) ek .. naovade by ORAAaNL |....
O R L0 (0. SCience.. WNSTER.. 04 e oA..

A ccw’ru{.?'t marmw

...... Wm ek onpeoda Byt

P 9 Yo 00 S .S S SN SRR 074! otk o2V Ve » S (Y~ & S & - 7 W—
ek Obscved va Me  woodd wou gl raniooou .

Fraes

Ghevion 05 m@Wc 450 vere b@nm hod nsn&f

NP AR ik Burerea  Coa o Pt Bk MOfoUh

ns M%Eeotwe. Substonie sa re waovtd . o~d 8T (Total for Question 2 = 12 marks)

T B,

13 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



N ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

Note the candidate's well-chosen use of theonomy/autonomy,
Aquinas' interest in conscience, the Euthyphro Dilemma, Nietzsche,
atheism and morality, and Sam Harris.

Total: 12 marks

V \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Using well-learned knowledge is the key to high marks!
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.
\/ 2{ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is another strong response, which shows how much the candidate
has learned and is able to apply in a focussed, detailed and well-
structured answer.

Note the used of technical terminology and scholarship throughout.

Total: 12 marks

' . ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
Confident use of scholarship places candidates in a strong position to
achieve a high mark.
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Question 3

Introduction

In general, candidates were able to make an appropriate response to the extract from
Aristotle's passage on Virtue Ethics.

The best answers always remained close to the extract and worked systematically through it,
identifying the key points raised. In response to Question (Q) 03b, candidates were able to
take different approaches, Ideally, the focus remained on Virtue Ethics, but they could
compare and contrast the success of the theory with alternatives such as Situation Ethics,
Utilitarianism and Natural Moral Law.

This response provides an excellent example of how to respond to the extract question.

The candidate works steadily through the extract, drawing on key phrases and ideas and
showing a confident understanding of the topic.

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the approach to morality offered
by Virtue Ethics.

You must refer to the passage in your response,
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(b) Analyse the reasons why Virtue Ethics may be considered the most persuasive of
ethical theories. _
- (20)
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N,

N < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
In Q03b, the candidate begins with offering a clear analysis of Virtue

Ethics before making comparisons with other ethical theories and then
returns to Virtue Ethics to draw a balanced conclusion.

QO03a: 10 marks
QO03b: 20 marks

Total: 30 marks

"' 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
Focus on the extract set and work in systematic and controlled way
through it.
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Once again, the candidate has worked systematically through the extract, with a slightly
briefer answer than the previous example.

3 (a) the ideas illustrated in this passage about the approach to ;orallg offered
rtue Ethics.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In Q03b, the candidate has moved between Virtue Ethics and other
ethical theories in order to draw a clear conclusion about the
persuasiveness of Virtue Ethics.

QO03a: 9 marks
QO03b: 19 marks

Total: 28 marks

f’“\‘/j ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip
The thrust of the question is Virtue Ethics: keep that in focus.
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Question 4

This question offered candidates the opportunity to write in detail about a topic that has not
been set previously as a 30-mark question on this paper. They were clearly ready and willing
to do so.

The best answers were able to draw on religious and secular theories in order to respond to
the question and were confident with both.

Less-successful answers were generic and superficial in their choice of material — possibly
relying too heavily on GCSE resources. They did not make connections with another area of
their study, as is always required of the 30-mark question.

The 30-mark answer should be the jewel in the crown of a candidate's examination. This
answer shows how much effort is made to gain full marks.
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4 Evaluate the view that wiﬁ'%b““ take into account the importance
of religious teachings a e natural world. YES. a.o C
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Philosophy
of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:

«  Philosophy of Religion
+ New Testament Studies
«  Study of a Religion.
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is a full, detailed, and wide-ranging response, showing confidence
with religious and secular responses to environmental ethics.

Note the effective linking with philosophy of religion by way of the
anthropic principle (design argument).

Total: 30 marks
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Evaluate environmental ethics must take into account the impoftafre———
gious teachingsiabout the natural world. [ _ (

In your response to this question, you must include how develo Philosophy _ Leep .
of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Although this answer is shorter than the previous response, it is
sophisticated, scholarly and concise.

The link with New Testament studies is excellent.

Total: 30 marks

/“'/‘{ \ ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip

Ensure candidates have practised making links with all the topics
across the whole specification.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Some candidates were still inclined to over-write for the 8 - and 12-mark questions, which
subsequently restricted the time available for the 30-mark question

Centres must ensure that candidates have access to the whole specification so they can
answer all questions set

Scholarship, technical language and supported evaluation continued to mark out the
strongest candidates

Candidates must be prepared to write at length for the 30-mark question and show
awareness of connections between areas of the unit and the specification

Choose relevant scholarly and specialist material specifically tailored to address the
question as set. This is particularly important for Q01 where candidates need to focus
their response to the marks and space available

Read the question thoroughly and reference it throughout, to sustain the focus within the
answer

Practice writing to time on a regular basis

Be mindful of the use of the command words (assess, analyse and evaluate), by offering
an assessment of, or verdict on, a stance, and not to merely present an alternative view, eg
‘some scholars disagree’ without demonstrating relevant reasoning as to why some
scholars disagree

Ensure scholars are used accurately in respect of the ideas ascribed to them. Support
points made with examples and relevant detail rather than generic examples

Make the synoptic link explicitly clear in Q04. Convincing synoptic links are usually more
than a sentence or two in content and draw attention to the issues being linked
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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